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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TH E following Letters are the genuine 

produclion of the American Farmer whoſe 
name they bear. They. were privately writ- 
ten to gratify the curiofity of a friend; and 
are made public, becauſe they contain much 
authentic information, little Rkngwn on this 
fide the Atlantic: they cannot therefore fail 
of being highly intereſting to the people of 
England, at a time when every body's al- 
tention is direcled toward the Na of ow 
rica. 


That theſe letters are the actual reſult of 
a private correſpondence, may fairly be iu- 
ferred (excluſive of other evidence) from the 
ile and manner in which they are conceiv. 
ed; for though plain and familiar, and. 
' Jametimes animated, they are by no meal i 
exempt from ſuch inaccuracies as muſt una- 
voidably occur in the rapid effuſions ib a con- 


' feſſedly inexperienced writer. . 
Az Our 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
Our Farmer had long been an eye-witneſs 
_ of iranſattions that have deformed vbe face 
of America: be is one of thoſe who dreaded, 
and has ſeverely felt, the dęſolating conſe- 
quences of a rupture between the parent flate 
3 and her colonies : for be has been driven 
1 from a fituation, the enjoyment of which, the 
reader will find patbetically deſcribed in 
-the early letters of this volume. The un- 
happy conteſt, is at length however, draws . 
ing toward a period; and it is now only 
left us to hope, that the obvious intereſts 
and mutual wants of both countries, may 
in due time, and in ſpite of all ob flackes, 
happily re-unite them. - 


Should our Farmer's: letters Be found to 
afford matter of uſeful entertainment to an 
intelligent and candid publick, a ſecond 
volume” equally intereſting with thoſe now 
alia "my ſoon be expetied. 


TO THE * 


ABBIE RAYNAL, F. R. 8. 


Bade Sir, an | bike American 
Planter, a ſimple cultivator of the | 
- addrefling you from the farther ſide of the 
Atlantic; and preſuming. to fix your name 
at the head of his trifling lucubrations. 
I wiſh they were worthy of fo great an ho- 
nour. Yet why ſhould not I be permitted 


to diſcloſe thoſe ſentiments which I have F 


ſo often felt from my heart? A few years 
ſince, I met accidentally with your Politi- 
cal and Philoſophical Hiſtory, and peruſed 
it with infinite pleaſure. For the firſt time 
in my life I reflected on the relative ftate 
of nations, I traced the extended ramift- 
cations of a commerce which ought to 
-unite, but now convulſes the world; I ad- 
mired that univerſal benevolence, that dif- 
fuſive good will, which is not confined to 
the narrow limits of your on country; 
: but 


DEDICATION... 
but on the contrary extends to the whole 
human race. As an eloquent and power- - 


ful advocate, you have pleaded the cauſe 


of humanity in eſpouſing that vl the poor 
Africans :, you viewed theſe. ptovinces of 


North America in their true light, as the 
aſylum of freedom; as the cradle of future 
nations, and the refuge of diſtreſſed Euro- 
peans. Why then ſhould I refrain from 
loving. and reſpecting a man whoſe writ- 
ings J fo much admire? Theſe two ſen- 


timents, are _ inſeparable, at leaſt in my 
breaſt. I conceived your genius to be 


- Preſent at the head of my ſtudy: under 
its inviſible but powerful guidance, I proſe- 

cuied my ſmall labours: and now, per- 
mit me ta ſanctify them under the auſpices 
of your name. Let the ſincerity of the 
motives which urge me, prevent you from 
thinking that this well meant addreſs con- 
tains aught but the pureſt tribute of reve- 


rence and affection. There is, no doubt, 


a ſecret communion among good men 
throughout the world ;, a mental affinity 
connecting them by a ſimilitude of ſenti- 
ments: then why, though an American, 
ſhould not I be permitted to ſhare in that 
extenſive intellectual conſanguinity ? f Ei, 


DEDICATION. 


I do: and though the name of a man who 
poſſeſſes neither titles nor places, who 
never roſe above the humble rank of a far- 
mer, may appear inſignificant ; yet, as 
the ſentiments I have expreſſed, are alſo 
the eccho of thoſe of my countrymen ; on 
their behalf as well as on my own, give 
me leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


I 
Sir, 


Your very ſincere admirer, 


Carlifſein J. HECTOR Sr. JOHN; 


Pennſylvania. 
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LETTER T= 
INTRODUCTION. + 


: Wu 0 would have thought that becauſe I 


received you with hoſpitality and kindneſs, you 


. ſhould imagine me capable of writing with pro- 
2 and perſpicuity ? Your gratitude miſ- 
leads your judgment. The knowledge which 
I acquired from your converſation has comply 
repaid me for your hve weeks entertainment. 
gave you nothing more than what common hoſ- 
— dictated; but could any other gueſt havę 
n 
on the map, from one European country 
another; told me many extraordinary thi 
our famed mother- country, of Which I 
very little; of its internal navigation, agricul - 
ture, arts, manufactures, and trade: you guid - 
ed me through an extenſive maze, and I abun- 
| — i adorns by the journey + the contraſt 
. therefore r of gratitude to 
eee T7 BY * „e my 
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r F 2 INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 2 | 


my fide. The treatment you received at my 
houſe proceeded from the 1 my heart, 
and from the correſponding ſenſibility of my 
wife A _ you now 2 muſt flow from a 
very limited power of mind: the taſk requires 
recollection, and'a variety of talents which Ido 
not ee 1 = true I can deſcribe our Ame- 
rican m of farming, our manners, and 
culiar cuſtoms, with Ks degree 'of pub. 
becauſe I have ever attentively ſtudied them; 
but my knowledge extends no farther. And is 
this local and unadorned in formation ſufficient 
to anſwer all your expectations, and to * 
your curioſity ? Lam ſurpriſed that in the courſe 
of your American travels, you ſhould not have 
found out perſons more enlightened and better 
' educated than I am; your predilection excites 
my wonder much, more than my vanity; my 
ſhare of the latter being confined merely to the 
neatneſs of my rural operations. 
. ,, My father Jeft me a few muſty books, which 
Bis; father brought from England with him x 
but what help can I draw from a library conſiſt- 
ing moſtly of Scotch Divinity, the Navigation 
wy Sir Francis Drake, the Hiſtory of Queen 
Elizabeth, and a few miſcellaneous. volumes? 
Out Miniſter often comes to ſee, me, though 
he, lives upwards of twenty miles, diſtant. I 
have ſhewn him your letter, aſked. his advice, 
and ſolicited his aſſiſtance; he tells me, that he 
hath no time to ſpare, for that like the reſt of us 
muſt till his farm, and is moreqver Farr of 
what he is to ſay on the ſabbath, My wi i 
(and I never do any thing without, conſulting 
her) laughs, and tells me, that vou, cannot 19 55 
earneſt. What ! ſays ſhe, James, wouldſt thee 
pretend to ſend epiſtles to a great W 
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man, who hath lived abundance of time in that | 
big houſe called Cambridge q where, they a 
that worldly learning is ſo abundant, hat peonis 
gets i only by breathing the air of che place} z 
Wouldſt not thee be aſhamed; to write unte a 

man who has never in his life done a ſingle day's 

work, no, not even felled a tree; who hath 
expended the Lord knows how many years in 
ſtudying ſtars, geometry, ſtones, and Hes, and 
in reading folio books? Who bath travelled, 
as he told us, to the city of Rome itſelſ I: Only 
think of a London man 1 Were 
is it that theſe Engliſh folks won't god One 
who hath ſeen the factory of brimſtone at Su- 
vius, and town of Pompey under ground! 
wouldſt thou pretend to letter it with a perſon 
who hath been to Paris, to the to Peterſ- 
burgh, and who hath ſeen ſo many ſine things 
up and down therold countries; who hath come 
- over the great fea unto us, and hath joutneyed 
from our New Hampſhire in the Eaſt to ous 
Charles Town in the South; ho hath viſited | 
all our great cities, knows moſt of our famous "i 
lawyers _ cunning or who. hath con- 
with very many king's men, governors, 
and — and yet abe upon they for 
his . correſpondent, as thee calls it i ſurely che 
means to jeer thee |; I am fure he does he han- 
not be in a real fair earneſt. James, thee muſt 

rend this letter over again, pa h 
graph, and warily obſerve whether thee can'ſt 
rceive ſome words of jeſting; ſomething that 
ath more than one meaning : and now I think 
on it, huſband, I wiſh thee wouldſt let me ſee 
his letter; though I am but a woman, as thee 
mayeſt ſay, yet I underſtand the purport of 
words in A meaſure, for when I was a girl, 
ee 1 father 


1 3 INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 


father ſent us to the very beſt maſter in the 
precinct.— She then read it herſelf very atten- 
tively : our miniſter was preſent, we liſtened 
to, 'and _—— every ſyllable : we all unani- 
mouſly coneluded that you muſt have been in a 
ſober earneſt intention, as my wife calls it; and 
| = requeſt appeared to be candid and ſincere. 
hen again, on recollecting the difference 
between your ſphere of life and mine, a new fit 
of aſtoniſhment ſeized us all | 1. 1% 
Our miniſter took the letter from my wife, 
and read it to himſelf; he made us obſerve the 
two laſt phraſes, and we weighed the contents 
to the beſt of our abllities. The concluſion we 
all drew, made me reſolve at laſt to write.— 
You ſay Ley want nothing of me but what lies 
within the reach of my experience and know- 
ledge; this I underſtand very well; the diffi- 
culty is, how to collect, digeſt, and arrange 
what I know? Next you aſſert, that writing 
letters'is nothing more than talking on paper ; 
which, I myſt confeſs, appeared to me quite 
2a new thought.—Well then, obſerved our mi- 
niſter, neighbour 3 as you can talk well, 
I am ſure you muſt write tolerably well alſo; 
imagine, then, that Mr. F. B. is ftill here, and 
ſimply write down what you would ſay to him. 
Suppoſe the {Queſtions he will put to you in 
his future letters to. be aſked by him vida voce, 
as we uſed to call it at the college; then ler 
our anſwers be conceived and expreſſed exactly 
in the ſame language as if he was preſent, 
T his is all chat he requires from you, and I am 
ſure the; taſk is not difficult. He is your friend: 
who would be aſhamed to write to ſuch a'perſon ? 
Although he is a man of learning and taſte; 
yet I:am ſure he will read your letters with 
e pleaſure: 


INTRODUCTORY: LETTER. - 5 
| pleaſure: if they be not elegant; they will ſmell = 
E little wild j I know your 
turn, they will contain ſome mattets which he 
never knew before. Some people are ſo- fond 
of novelty, that they will overlook many er- 
rors of language for the ſake of information. 
We are all apt to love and admire exotics, tho 
they may be often inferior to what we pofleſs; 
and that is the reaſon I imagine why ſo many 
ſons. are A going to viſit Italy, — ' 
That country is the daily reſort of modern tra- 
ui ̃ ͤ $50 etig- 4 E 5 
James. I ſhould like to know what is there to 
be ſeep ſo goodly and profitable; that ſo many 
| ſhould wiſh to viſit no other country? 1 
- Minifter. I do not very well know. I fancy 
their object is to trace the veſtiges of a once 
flouriſhing people now extint, There they 
amuſe themſelves in viewing the ruins of tem- 
ples and other buildings which have very little 
— with thoſe of — 2 2 muſt 
therefore impart a know which s 
uſeleſs and tridling, og — — 
that no ſkilful botaniſts or learned men ſhould 
come over here; methinks there would be 
much more real ſatisfaction in obſerving among 
us, the humble rudiments and embryos of ſo- 
cieties ſpreading every where, the recent foun- - 
dation of our towns, and the ſettlements. of 
ſo many rural diſtricts. I am ſure that the ra- 
pidity of their growth would be more pleaſing 
to behold, than the ruins of old towers, uſeles 
aqueducte, or impending battlements. 
James. What you ſay, Miniſter, ſeems very 
true: do go on: I always love to hear you 


talk, 
Miniſter. 


AMI: $1 tea a rat —— 
. " 1 * f n ad © <& 
| a k 7 — 


* * * thatthe mind of a good and enlightened Engliſn- 
man would be more improved in remarking 
throughout theſe provinces the cauſes which 
render ſo many people happy? In delineatin 


6 INTRODUCTORY LETTER, 


huge foreſts into pleaſing fields, and exhibit 
15 A of eaſy ſubſiſtence and political felieity. 


ence to antient generations, and to very diſtant 


ſo many. Here nature opens her broad lap to 


- fenes/ muſt be more entertaining, and more 


the moſt philanthropic ideas; his 1 
inſtead of ſubmitting to the painful and uſeleſs 


Uvation and improvement, to the future extent 
3 20 n n 


2 7 Aziifter. Dont you think neighbour Jameb, 


the unnoticed means by which we daily in | 
the extent of our ſettlements ? How we convert 


through theſe thirteen provinces ſo ſingular a 


In Italy all the objects of contemplation, all 
the reveries of the traveller, muſt have a refer- 


periods, clouded with the miſt of ages, —Here, 

on the contrary, my thing is modern, peace- - 
ful, and benign. Here we have had no war 
to deſolate our fields“: our religion does not 
opprefs the cultivators: we are ſtrangers to 
thoſe feudal iinftitutions which have enſlaved 


receive the perpetual acceſſion of new comers, 
and tu ſupply them with food. I am fure” 1 
kanne be called a partial American when I ſay; 
that the ſpôctadle afforded by theſe pleaſing 


philefophical than that which ariſes from be- 
holdig'the muſty ruins of Rome. Here e 
thing would inſpire the refleQing traveller with | 


retroſpect of revolvtions, deſolations, and 
plagues, would, on the contrary, wiſely ſpring 
forward to the anticipated fields of future eul- 


of 1 

. * | * x, * — 

® The troubles, that now convulſe the American colonies, 

had not broke out when this, and ſome of tke-followiog letters. 
were Written. | 


* 
. - 
: , 


| * INTRODUCTORY LETTER: » 
of thoſe tions which are” to' repleniſh and 
embelliſh; this boundleſs continent, There the 
half-ruined amphitheatres, and the putrid fe- 
vers of the Campania, muſt fill the mind with 
the moſt melancholy reflections, whilſt he is 
ſeeking for the origin, and the intention f 
thoſe ſtructures with which he is ſurrounded; 
and for the cauſe of ſo great a decay. Here he 
might contemplate the very beginnings and out» 
lines of human ſociety, which can be traced no 
where now but in this part of the world. The 
reſt of the earth, I am told, is in ſome plates 
too full, in others half depopulated. Miſguidz 
ed religion, tyranny, and abſurd: laws, every 
where depreſs and afflict mankind. Here we 
have in ſome meaſure regained the ancient dig- 
ity. of our ſpecies ; our laws are fimple and 
juſt, we are a race of cultivators,. dur cultiva- 
tion is unreſtrained, and therefore-every _ 
is proſperous and flouriſhing, For my part 1 
rather admire the ample barn of one of our opu» 
lent farmers, who himſelf felled- the firſt tine 
in dis plantation, and was the firſt foundetraf 
his ſettlement, than ſtudy the dimenſions uf 
| the tem ple of Ceres. I had rather record the 
progreſſive ſteps of this induſtrious farmer 
througbout all the ſtages of his labours and 
other operations, than examine how modern 
Italian convents can be ſupported without doing 
any thing but ſinging and praping.. bn! 15 Bk 
34 Home confined the field of ſpeculation ' 
might be here, the time of Engliſh travellers 
wauld not be wbolly-Joſt. The new and un- 
expected aſpect of our extenſive ſettlements; 
of oun ſine rivers; that great field of action 
every where viſible; that eaſe, that peace with 
which ſo many people live together, would 
n a | greatly 


— 


8 INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 
eich, intereſt the obſerver : for whatever diffs 
ies there might happen in the object of "their 
reſearches, that hoſpitality which prevails from 
one end of the continent to the other, would in 
all parts facilitate their excurſions. As it is 
from the ſurface of the ground which we till, 
that we have gathered the wealth we poſſeſs, the 
ſurface of that ground is therefore the only 
thing that has hitherto been known. It will 
require the induſtry of ſubſequent ages, the 
energy of future generations, ere mankind here 
will haye leiſure and abilities to penetrate deep, 
and, in the bowels of this continent, ſearch for 
the ſubterranean riches it no doubt contains. 
| — Neighbour James, we want much the affiſt- 
ance of men of Jeifure and knowledge, we 
want eminent chemiſts to inform our iron maſ- 
ters; to teach us how to make and prepare 
moſt of the colours we uſe. Here we have none 


equal to this taſk, If any uſeful diſcoveries are 
therefore made _—_ = they are the effects 


of chance, or elſe ariſe from or reſtleſs induſ- 
wy which is the . cvaraQtexiſtic of theſe 
a onies. 
Jaume. Oh! could } end myſelf as 
* — friend, I ſhould not —— 3 
ſtunt, I ſhould rather be anxious to commence 
a correſpondence which would do me credit. 
Minifter. You can write full as well as you 
need, and will improve very faſt; truſt to my 
prophecy, your letters, at leaſt, will have the 
merit of coming from the edge of the great wil- 
derneſs, three hundred miles from the ſea; and 
three thouſand miles over that ſea: this will be 
no detriment to them take my word for it. You 
intend-one of your children for the gown, who” 
knows but Mr. F. B. may give * ſome aſiſt- 
ance 


INTRODUCTORY LETTER. „ 


| unce when the lad comes to have concerns with 
the biſhop; it is good for American farmers to 
have friends even in England. What he requires 
of you is but ſimple—what we ſpeak out among 
ourſelves, we call converſation, : and a letter is 
only converſation put down in black and white. 


., Fames. You quite perſuade me—if he laughs . 
at my aukwardneſs, ſurely he. will be pleaſed 


with my ready compliance, On my part, it 


will be well meant let the execution be what it 


may. I will write enough, and ſo let him havę 
the trouble of ſifting the from the bad, the 
uſeful from the trifling; let him ſelect what he 
may want, and reject what may not anſwer his 
| purpoſe. After all, it is but treating Mr. F. B. 
now that he is in London, as I. treated him when 
he was in America under this roof; that is with 
the beſt things I had; given with a good inten- 
tion ; and the beſt manner I was able. Very 


— 


different, ns very different indeed, ſaid 5 | 
af- 


wife, I like not thy compariſon ; our 
houſe and cellar, our orchard and | 
forded what he wanted ; one half, of his time 
Mr. F. B. poor man, lived upon nothing but 
fruit-pies, or peaches and milk. Now theſe 
things were ſuch as God had given us, myſelf 
and wench did the reſt ; we were not the crea- 
tors of theſe victuals, we only cooked them as 
well and as neat as we could. The firft thing, 

ames, is to know what ſort of materials thee 

ſt within thy own ſelf, and then whether thee 


canſt diſh them up.— Well, well, wife, thee 


art wrong for once ; if I was filled with worldly 
vanity, thy rebuke would be timely, but th 
knoweſt that I have but little of that. How 


I know what I am capable of till I try ? 1 ä 
e's houſe 


- 


thee never employed | yo in thy f 


. 
* 


= 
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1 INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 
| ute, and to practice the many' branches of 
_— 9287 parents were famous for, 
. ave — but a ſorry wife for an 
American farmer; thee neyer ſhouldſt have 
deen mine. I married thee not for what thee 
Badſt, but for what thee kneweſt; doeſt not thee 
obſerve what Mr. F. B. fays beſide ; he tells 
me, that the art of writing is juſt like unto every 
the art of man ; that it is acquired by habit, 
and rſeverarice. That is ingularly true, 
aid Gur Miniſter, he that ſhall write a letter 
every day of the week, will on Saturday perceive 
the fixth flowing from his pen much more rea- 
wy than the firſt, I obſerved when I firſt en- 
tered into the miniſtry and began ts preach the 
word, 1 felt perplexed and dry, my mind was 
like unto'a-parched ſoil, which produced no- 
thing, noteven weeds. 'By the bleſſing of hea- 
ven; and m F e N in ſtudy, I grew rich- 
er in thou ous ts, phraſes, and words; I felt co- 
how 1: can abundantly ch from 
: ke that occurs to my mind. 'S6 will it be 
Ah vou, ighbour ames ; begin therefore 
without delay; and Mr. F. B's letters ma may 
be of Freat ſervicp to you: he will, no doubt, 
inform you of many things: Nr 
confiſts in Fecip tel letters. Leave off 
diffidence, 55 "Till do my beſt to help 
bete ver F haye an "eifure. Well then, po 
 Tefolved; I bs N t follow your counſel; my 
letters Date” not be fent, nor will I receive any, 
| "without | reading them to ou and my wife z 
women are f oye, to know their 
ahl's' ſecrets it will not be the firſt thing 


ufb 
be have'ſub ifted to your joint opinion 
Wal you come to dine with us, theſe hat 
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the moſt» unpalatable ranſwered the good man. 
Naturen hath given you 4 tolerable "ſhare of 
ſenſe, and that is one of her beſt gifts let me 
telb you. Shechas given you beſides ſome per- 
ſpicuity, which: qualises — diſtinguiſh in- 
tereſting objetta ; 2 warmth of imagination 
Which enables you to think with quickneſs; 
yon often uſeful reſlections from objects 
vrhich preſented none to my mind: you have a 
tender and à well meanin —_— you Jove de- 
ſcription, and ypur pencil, aſſure yourſelf, is 
not a had one for the pencil of a farmer; it ſeems | 
to be held without any labour; your mind is 
what we called at Yale college à Tabula raſa, 
where ſpontaneous and ſtrong impreſſions are 

delineated with facility. Ah, neighbour ! had 
you received but half the education of M. F. 
you had been a worthy correſpondent indeed. 
But perhaps you will be a- more entertaining 
one trefſed in your ſimple American garb, than 
i you were clad in all the s of Cambridge. 
You will appear to him ſomething like one of 
our wild American plants, irregularly luxuriant 
in its various branches, which an European 
ſcholar may probably think ill placed and uſe- 


Jeſs: If our foil is not remarkable as yet for - 


the excellence of its Ro this exuberance is 
however a ſtrong. proof of fertility, Un 
wants nothing but the progreſſive 

acquired by time — — after oe t 
is eaſier to retrench than it is to add: I do not 
mean to flatter you, neighbour James, adula- 
tion would Jl become my character, you may 
therefore believe what yo — ſays. Were 
I in Europe I ſhould — tired with — 


rare. Aur mega plaſhed 8 and trees 
| * 


inte -pigmies, De N Mr, F. B. ſee 
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on paper a few American wild cherry trees, fuch 
as nature forms them here, in all her unconfined 
" vigour, in all the amplitude of their extended 
limbs and ſpreading ramifications let him ſee 
that we are po wich ſtrong vegitative em- 


_ © (bryos. After all, why ſhould not a farmer be 


allowed to make uſe of his mental faculties as 
well as others; becauſe a man works, is not he 
to think, and if he thinks uſefully, why ſhould 
not he in his leiſure hours ſet down his hes? 
I have. compoſed many a good ſermon as If 
lowed my plough. The eyes not being then 
(engaged on any particular object, leaves the mind 
Free for the introduction of many uſeful ideas. 
It is not in the noiſy ſhop of a blackſmith or of 
_ a carpenter, that theſe ftudious moments can 
be enjoyed; it is as we filently till the ground, 
and muſe along the oderiſerous furrows of our 
low lands, uninterupted. either by ſtones or 
ſtumps; it is there that the ſalubrious effluvia 
of the earth animate our ſpirits and ſerve to in- 
ſpire: us; every other avocation of our farms 
are ſevere labours compared to this pleaſing oc» 
cupation: of all the taſcs which mine impoſes 
on me ploughing is the moſt agreeable, becauſe 
J can think as I work; my mind is at leiſure; 
my labour flows from inſtinct, as well as that 
of my horſes; there is no kind of difference be- 
tween us in our different ſhares of that operation; 
one vf them keeps the Furrow,: the other avoids 
it; at the end of my field they turn either to the 
right or left as they are bid, whilſt I thought» 
leſsly hold and guide the plough to which they 
are harneſſed. Do therefore, neighbour, begin 
this correſpondente, and perſevete, difficultics 
will vaniſh in proportion as you draw near them 
you'll be ſurpriſed at yourſelf by and hy: When 
ſio . you 


* 


r 


you come to look back you'll ſay as I have oſten 
| Ly to myſelf; had I been diſſident I had never 
thus far. Would you years till 
your ſtony up- land and neglect the fine rich bot- 
tom which lies before your door? Had you ne- 
ver tried, you never had learned how to mend and 
make your ploughs. It will be no ſmall plea» 
ſure to your children to tell hereafter, that their 
father was not only one of the moſt induſtrious 
farmers in the country, but one of the beſt wri- 
ters. When you have once begun, do as when 
you begin — up your ſummer fallow, you 
never conſider what remains to be done, you 
view only what you have ploughed. Therefore, 
duce 99924 James, take my advice; it will go 
well with you, I am ſure it will. And do 
really think ſo Sir? Your counſel, which I have 
long followed, weighs much with me, I verily 
believe that I muſt write to Mr. F. B. by the 
firſt veſſel. If thee perſiſteſt in being ſuch a 
fool hardy man, ſaid my wife, for God's ſake 
let it be kept a ——_— ſecret among us; if it 
were once known abroad that thee. writeſt to a 
great and rich man over at London, there would 
be no end of the talk of the people; ſome would - 
vo that thee art _ to turn an author, others 
would pretend to . ſome great alterations in 
the welfare of thy family; ſome would ſay this, 
ſore would ſay that: who would: wiſh to be- 
come the ſubje of public talk? Weigh this 
matter well before thee beginacft, James con- 
ſider that a great deal of thy time, and of thy re= 
putation is at ſtake as I may hay. Wert thee to 
write as well as friend Edmund, whoſe ſpeeches 
1 often. ſee in our. papers, it would be the very 
ſelf: ſame thing; thee wouldſt be equally accu- 
of idleneſs, and vain notions ME 
A , 8 7 
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oſs condition. -- Qur-eolonel , would be often 
here to know what it is ; that; thee: canſt 
— o much about. Some wouldiimagine that 
. thee wanteſt to:become either:ah-aſll 
er: a«magiſtrate,, which God forbid; and that 
thee art telling! the king's men abundance. of 
chings. Inſtead! of being well; looked upon as 
Bow, and living in peace: with all the world, 
our neighbours would be making ſtrange ſurmi- 
£es:: L had rather be as, we are, neither better 
nor worſe than the reſt of our cauntry folks. 
\'Fhee.knoweſt what L mean, thaugb I ſhould. be 
ſorry. to deprive; thee of any honeſt recreation. 
FTberefore as I have ſaid before; let it be as great 
a ſecret as: if it was ſome heinous crime; the 
miniſter, Lam ure, will not divulge ät; as for 
- _— though I am a Woman, yet I know 
t it is to be a wife. I would not have ther 
Jamey paſs for what the world calleth 2 writeri; 
no, not for ai peck of gold, as- the ſaying is. 
Thy father 2 plain dealing honeſt 
man, punctual. in all. things; henvas dne of yen 
and nay, of few words, all he aminded was: his 
Farm and his, work. T wonder from whence-thee 
haſt got this love of the pen? Had he ſpent his 
time in ſending epiſtles to and fro, he never 
would have left me this goodly plantation, free 
from debt. All T ſay is in good meaning; great 
le over ſea. may write to our town's folks, 
uſe the . nothing elſe to do. Theſe 
Eaglilamen Le ſtrange people; becauſe they 
can live! upon what they call * notes, with 
out Working, they think that all the world can 
do the lame. This goodly country. never would 
have been ttilled and cleared with theſe notes. 1 
am ſure when Mri K.. was) here, he ſaw: thee 
ſweat und take: abundance of pains3 he _— 
N 40 
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told me how the Americans worked a great zleal 
harder than the home Engliſhmen j for there he 
told us, that they have no trees to cut d 

no fences to make, no negroes to by and 
clothe : and now I think on it, when wilt ther 
ſend him thoſe trees he beſpoke ? But: rg 4 


have no trees to cut down, they have | 
abundance, they ſay ; for they —＋ ane | 
it from all parts far and near. I have often 
heard my grand-father tell how es oft nome | 
by writing. By writing they ſend this cargo 
unto us, that to the Weſt, and the other to 
the Eaſt Indies. But, James, .thee knoweſt 
that it is not by writing that we ſhall-pay the 
blackſmith, the miniſter; the weaver, the tailor, 
and the Engliſh ſhop. But as thee art an early 
man follow thine own inclinations; thee-want- 
eſt ſome reſt, I am ſure, and why ſhould'ſt thee 
not employ it as it may ſeem meet unto thee, 
However let it be a great ſecret; how wouldſt 
thee bear to be called at our country meetings, 
the man of the pen ? If this ſcheme of thine 
was once known, travellers as 2 
would point out to our houſe, ſaying, liv- 
eth the ſcribbling farmer: better hear them as 
uſual obſerve, here liveth the warm ſubſtantial 
family, that never begrudgeth a' meal of vic- 
tuals, or a meſs of oats, to any one that: ſteps 
in. Look how fat and well clad theix grove 
aa 0am 220111 Fo gr * U en De. 
Thus, Sir, have I given you an unaſſected 
and candid detail of the converſation which 'db- 
| termined me to accept of your invitation. I 
thought it neceſſary thus to begin, and to let 
you into theſe primary ſecrets, td the end that 
ou may not hereafter reproach me with any 
degree of preſumption. You'll plainly ſee the 
K N a ; motives 
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motives which have induced me to begin, the 
fears which I have entertained, and the princi- 
| 12 on which my diffidence hath been founded. 
J have now nothing to do but to proſecute my 
| talk—Remember you are to give me my ſub- 
jects, and on no other ſhall I write, leſt you 
mould blame me for an injudicious choice— 
However incorrect my ſtile, however unex- 
. pert my methods, however trifling my obſer- 
vations may hereafter appear to you, aſſure 
_ yourſelf they will all be the genuine dictates of 
my mind, and I hope will prove acceptable on 
that account. Remember that you have laid 
the foundation of this correſpondence; you well 
know that I am neither a philoſopher, politi- 
clan, divine, nor naturaliſt, but a ſimple far- 
mer. I flatter myſelf, therefore, that you'll re- 
ceive my letters as conceived, not according to 
_ ſcientific rules to which I-am a perfect ſtranger, 
but agreeable to the ſpontaneous impreſſions 
which each ſubject may inſpire. This is the 
only line I am able to follow, the line which 
nature has herfelf traced for me; this was the 
covenant which I made with you, and with 
which you feemed to be well pleaſed. Had you 
wanted the: ſtile of the leanned, the reflections of 
the patriot, the diſcuſſions of the politician, the 
curious obſervations. of the naturaliſt, the pleaſ- 
ing garb. of the man of taſte, ſurely you would 
have applied to ſome of thoſe men of letters 
with which our cities abound. But ſince on 
the contrary, and for what reaſon I know not, 
you wiſh to. correſpond with a cultivator of the 
earth, with a ſimple citizen, you muſt receive 
my letters for better or worſe. 
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ON TUR SITUATION, FEELINGS, AND PLEA= 
;  SURES OF AN AMERICAN FARMER.- | 


PIO decent BOLe 1453: ern £212 1 
A S you are the firſt enlightened European I 
have ever had the pleaſure of being acquainted 
with, you will not be ſurpriſed that I ſhould, 
according to your earneſt deſire and my promiſe, 
appear anxious of preſerving your friendſhip 
and correſpondence. ' By your actounts, I ob- 
ſerve a material difference ſubſiſts between your 
huſbandry, modes, and cuſtoms, and ours; 
every thing is local; could we enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the Engliſh farmer, we ſhould be 
much happier, indeed, but this wiſh, like many 
others, implies a contradiction; and could the 
* — farmer have ſome of thoſe privileges we 
poſleſs, they would be the. firſt of their claſs in 
the world. Good and evil-I fee is to be found 
in all ſocieties, and it is in vain to ſeek for an 
ſpot where thoſe ingredients are not mixed. I 
- therefore reft ſatisfied, and thank God that my 
lot is to be an American farmer, inſtead of a 
Ruffian boor, or an Hungarian peaſant. I thank 
you kindly for the idea, however dreadful, 
which you have given me of their lot and con- 
dition z your obſervations have confirmed me in 
the juſtneſs of my ideas, and I am happier now 
than I thought myſelf before. It is ſtrangs that 
miſery, when viewed in others, ſhould become 
to us a ſort of real good, though I am far from 
rejoicing to hear that there are in the world men 
ſo thoroughly wretched ; they are no — 
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harmleſs, induſtrious, and willing to work as 
we are. Hard is their fate to de thus con- 
demned to a ſlavery worſe than that of our ne- 
groes. Vet When young I entertained ſome 
thoughts of ſelling my farm. I thought it af- 
forded but a dull repetition of the ſame labours 
and pleaſure. I thought the former tedious and 
heavy, the latter few and inſipid; but when I 
came to conſider myſelf. as diveſted of my farm, 
L then found the world ſo wide, and every place 
ſo full, that I began to fear leſt there would be 
no room for me. My farm, my houfe, my 
barn, preſented to my imagination, objects from 
which I adduced. quite new, ideas; they were 
more forcible than before. Why ſhould not I 
find myſelf happy, ſaid I, where my father was 
before? He left me no, good books it is true, 
he gave me no other education than the art of 
reading and writing ; hut he, left me # good. 
ſarm, and his experience 3 he left me free from 


debts, and no kind of difficulties. to ſtrug e 
with. —I married, and this perfectly recon! ed 
me to my ſituation; my wife rendered my houſe 
all at once chearful and pleaſing; it no lon 
appeared gloomy-and ſolitary as before; when 
_ to work in my fields IL worked with more 


Auacrity and ſprightlineſs; I felt that I did not 
wor for myſelf alone, and this encouraged me 
My wise would often come with ber 
itting in her hand, and ſit under the ſhady 
trees, praiſing the ſtraightneſs of by 4 ym 
and: the docility of-my horſes z this fwelled my 
heart and made every thing light and plenſant, 
and I regretted, that L had not married before, 
L ſelt myſelf happy in my new ſituation, and 
ul | where' is that ſtation which can confer 4-more 
ſubſtantial / ſyſtem of felicity than that of an 
© * 1471. | 7 


ican 


| — 2 oo. 
American farmer, poſlefling freedom 
freedom of thoughts, CET a” par —_ a: 

vernment which requires bit little from us 
owe nothing, but a pepper corn to my country, 
a ſmall tribute to my king, with loyalty and 
due reſpect; I know no other landlord than the 
lord of all land, to whom I owe the moſt ſin» 
cere gratitude. My father left me three hun! 
dred and ſeventy-one acres of land, fortysſeven 
of which are good timothy meadow," an excd- 
lent orchard, a 2 houſe, ED * ſubſtantial -- 
barn, It is my duty to think how happy I am 

that he lived to to bail and to pay for all theſe im- 

provements; whatare the labours which I have 

to undergo, what are my fatigues when com- 
pared to 10 bis, who had every thing to do, from 
the firſt tree he felled to the finiſhing of his 

houſe? Every year I kill from 1,500 to 2, 0 

— t of c of pork, 1,200 of beef, half a dozen of 

wethers iti. harveſt : of fowls my wife has 

Soon a great ſtock : what can I wiſh more? 

My negroes are tolerably faithful and healthy; 

by a long ſeries of induſtry and honeſt dealings, 

= father left behind him the name of a good 
man; I have but to tread/his paths to be happy 


and a good man like him. I know enough of - 


the law to regulate my little concerns with pro- 
priety, nor do-I dread its power; theſe are the 
grand outlines of my ſituation, but as I can feel 
much more than I am able to expreſs, I hardly - 
know how to proceed. When my firſt ſon was 
pron 1 train of my ideas were | ſud- 
| never was there a charm that 
200 0 4quic Jed and e E ceaſad to 
2 in im —— tfrough the wide world; 
my excurſions ſince have not — the bounds 
my . and all my principal a are 
now 
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now. centered within its ſcanty limits: but at 
the ſame time there is not an operation belong- 
ing to it in which I do not find ſome food for 
uſeful reflections. This is the reaſon, I ſup- 
poſe, that when you was here, you uſed, in your 
refined ſtile, to denominate me the farmer of 
feelings ; how rude muſt - thoſe feelings be in 
bim who daily holds the axe or the plough, 
bow much more refined on the contrary thoſe 
of the European, whoſe mind is improved by 
education, — books, and by every ace 
- quired advantage! *T hoſe feelings, however, 
will delineate as well as I can, agreeably to 
your earneſt requeſt. When I contemplate my 
wife, by my fire-ſide, while ſhe either ſpins, 
; knits, dans, or ſuckles our child, I cannot de- 
| fcribe the various emotions of love, of grati- 
tude, of conſcious pride which thrill in my 
heart, and often overflow in involuntary tears. 
I feel the neceſſity, the ſweet pleaſure of acting 
my part, the part of an huſband and father, 
with an. attention and propriety which may en- 
title me to my good fortune. It is true theſe 
pleaſing images vaniſh with the ſmoke: of 2 
Pipe, but 8 they diſappear from my mind, 
the impreſſion they have made on my ow is 
indelible, When I play with the infant, my 
warm imagination runs forward, and eagerly 
anticipates his future temper and conſtitution. 
I would willingly open the book of fate, and 
know in which page his deſtiny is delineated ; 
alas ! where is the father who in thoſe moments 
of paternal extacy can delineate one half of the 
thoughts which dilate his heart? I am ſure I 
cannot ; then again I fear for the health of 
hoſe who are become ſo dear to me, and in 
their ſickneſſes I ſeverely pay for the joys I ex- 
TTL | perienced 
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perie nced while they were well; Whenever I 
go abroad it is __ involuntary. I never f̃e- 


turn home without feeling ſome pleaſing emo- 
tion, which I often ſuppreſs as - uſeleſs and 
fooliſh. The inſtant I enter on my own land, 
the bright idea of property, of excluſive: right, 
olf independence exalt my mind. Precious ſoil, 
I ſay to myſelf, by what ſingular cuſtom of law 
is it that thou waſt made to conſtitute the riches 


of the-freeholder ? What ſhould we American 


farmers be without the diſtinct poſſeſſion of that 


ſoil ? It feeds, it clothes us, from it we draw 
even a great exuberancy, our beſt meat, our 
richeſt drink, the very honey of our bees comes 


from this privileged ſpot. No wonder we ſhould - 


thus cheriſh its poſſeſſion, no wonder that ſo 
many Europeans who have never been able to 
ſay that ſuch portion of land was theirs, croſs 
the Atlantic: to realize that happineſs. This 
formerly rude ſoil has been converted by my 


father into a pleaſant farm, and in return it has 


eſtabliſhed all our rights; on it is founded our 


rank, our freedom, our power as citizens, our - 


importance as inhabitants of ſuch. a diſtrict. 
Theſe images I muſt confeſs I always behold 
with-pleaſure, and extend them as far as my 
imagination can reach: for this is what may be 
called the. true and the only philoſophy of an 
-American farmer. Pray do not laugh in thus 
ſeeing an artleſs countryman tracing himſelf 
through the ſimple modifications of his life; 
remember that you have * it, therefore 
with candor, though with aiffidence, I endea- 


vour to follow the thread of my feelings, but 57 


I cannot tell you all. Often when I plough my 
low ground, I place my little boy on a chair 


which ſcrews to the beam of the plough—its - 


motion 


4 - 
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motion and that = the 3 as is 
perfectly happy an gins to chat. As 1 lean 
eee the thoughts Which 
eroud into my mind. I am now doing for him; 
I ſay, what my father formerly did for me} may 
God enable him to live that he may perform the 
fame operations for the ſame purpoſes when IL 
am worn out and old! I relieve his mother of 
ſome trouble while I have him with me, the 
-odoriferous furrow exhik rates his ſpirits, and 
ſeems to do the child a great deal of good, for 
be looks more blooming ſince I have adopted 
that practice; can more pleaſure, more dignity 
de added to that primary occupation ? The 
father thus ploughing with his child, and to feed 
his family, is inferior only to the emperor of 
China, ploughing as an example to his kingdom. 

In the evening when TI return home thro | 
low grounds, I am aſtoniſhed at the myriads of 
inſets which I perceive dancing in the beams 
of the ſetting ſun. I was before ſcarcely c- 
quainted with their exiſtence, they are ſo ſmall 
that it is difficult to diſtinguiſh them; they are 
carefully improving this evening ſpace, 
not daring to expoſe themfelves to the blaze of 
our meridian ſun, ' I never ſee an egg brought 


- 


on my table but I feel penetrated with the won- 


derful change it would have undergone but for 
Ef gluttony; it might have been a gentle uſe- 
ful hen leading her chickens with a care and 
vigilance which ſpeaks ſhame to many women. 
A cock perhaps, arrayed with the moſt majeſtic 
plumes, tender to its mate, bold, courageous, 
endowed with an aſtoniſhing inſtinct, with 
thoughts, with memory, and every diſtinguiſh- 
ing charaQteriſtic of the reaſon of man. I 
never ſee my trees drop their leaves and —_ 
Ld nfs, * 4 5 ruit- 
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* wy. A nn nd. What wen 18 4 
this in Ke Which we fo aba oh of which © 
we are taught to entertain ſo diminutive an idea? 
My bees, „obe any other 1 'of my farm, 
attract my attention and reſ al am afto- {500 
niſhed. to ſee that nothing exiſts but whathas its 
enemy, one ſpecies . arſue and bit upon the 
ther : unfortunately our kingbirds are the de- 
ſtroy ers of thoſe induſtrious inſe&s; but on the. 
| Ce hand, theſe birds preſerve our "fields from 
the depredation of crows which they purſue on 
the wing with great vi ilance and aſtoniſhing 
— Thus divided by two intereſted mo- - 
tives, I have long reſiſted the deſire I had to ill 
them, until J year, when I thought they in- 
harm tog 3 ch, and my indulgence had been 
carried too far; it was at the time of ſwarming 
when they all 15 and fixed themſelves on the 
neighbouring trees, from whence the f 9 
thoſe that re urned loaded from the beide Th | 
made me reſolve to Kill as many a8 J ok 
1 ba 5 Ju 1 ready 2 re, when a bunch of bees as 
ued from 'one of the hives, 
0 a my on of the birds, and probably ſtung 
bim, for he inſtaritly ſereamed, and flew, not 
as before, | in an irregular manner, but in a di. \ 
rect line. He was followed by the ſame bold 
phaſanx, at 2 conſiderable diſtance, which un- 
her becoming too ſure of victory, uit: 
Meir i 115 array and Ane themſelves 
erate ey loſt all that 
gg foie which A made the bird 1 


ves. 
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off. Perceiving their diſorder he immediately. 


keturned and 2 ped as many e be wanted; 
mnay he had Fren, e 1 to alight on the 
ery 1 from which, the bees had drove him. 


ed him and immediately o pened his era 
from which I wok | 171 110 laid them 741 
a blanket in the {un, and to my great rip eg 
5 returned ko life, licked themſelves clean, an 
oyfully went back to the hive; where they 


; 5 y informed their companions of ſuch an 


adventure and eſcape, as I believe had never 


ES. | | 'by ppened before to American bees 1 I draw a 
1 great fund of pleaſure from the quails which in- 


bit my Ree they ous tly repay 7 by 


their .=. ng on and iar tameneſs, for 


the inviolable hoſpitality I conſtantly ſhe them 
in the winter. Inſtead of perfidiouſly taking 
advantage of their great . affecting diſtrefs, 


when nature offers nothing byt a barren uni- 
verſal bed of ſnow, when itreſiſtible neceſſity 


forces them to my barn doors, I permit them 
to feed unmoleſted; and it is not the leaſt agree - 


able ſpectacle which that dreary ſeaſon preſents, 


when I ſee thoſe beautiful birds, tamed by hun- 
gets. , intermingling with all my cattle and — | 

ing in ſecurity for the, poor ſcanty grain 
which but for them would be uſcleſs and loft. 
Often in the angles of the Fences where the 
motion of the wind prevents the ſnow from ſet- 


tling, I carry them both chaff and grain; the 


one to feed them, the other to prevent theit 
tender feet from freezing faſt to the earth as 1 
have frequently obſerved them to do. I do not 
know an inſtance in which the ſingular barba- 

rity of man is ſo ſtrongly delineated, as in the 


_ catching and Talon of thoſe harmleſs birds, , 


at chat cruel ſeaſon of the year. Ur. #068, 


v" 
S - 


feats of their inftint now powerfully impelled 
by the force of hunger. I trace their various 
inclinations, and the different effects of their 
paſſions, which are exactly the ſame as 

men; the law is to us preciſely what I am in my 
barn yard, a bridle and check to prevent the 
ſtrong and greedy, from oppreſſing the ' timid 
and weak, ious of ſuperiority they al- 
ways ſtrive to encroach on their neighbours ; 
unſatisſied with their portion, they eagerly ſwal- 
low it in order to have an opportunity of tak- 
ing what is given to others, except they are 
prevented. Same I chide, others, unmindful of. 


ance” of any language, I am ſure they would 
not behave better to one another, nor more phi« 
loſophically than my cattle do. The ſame ſpi- 


do with' more genexous animals, there my well 
known voice has immediate influence, and ſoon 


- rior 


" * 


my admonitions, receive ſome blows. Could 
victuals thus be given to men without the aſſiſt- 


the ſeverities of that ſeaſon have diſpirited all 
my cattle, no farmer ever attends them” with - 
more pleaſure than I do; it is one of thoſe du- 
ties which is ſweetened with the moſt rational 
fatisfaftion. © I amuſe myſelf in beholding their 
different tempers, actions, and the various ef- 


* * 9 


rit prevails in the ſtable; but there i have to 


reſtores teace a Thus by Jupe- 
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rior knowledge I govern all my cattle as wiſe 


mind at that peculiar inſtant, but they all:yani 
by thWtime I return home. If in a cold night 
I ſwiftly travel in mp ſledge, carried along at 
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men are obliged to govern fools and the igno · 
rant. A variety of other thoughts croud on m 


the rate of twelve miles an hour, many are the 
reflections excited by ſurrounding circumſtances. 


I ax myſelf what fort of an agent is that which 
ve call froſt ? Our miniſter compares it to nee- 


dles, the points of which enters our pores: What 


is become of the heat of the ſummer, in what 


part of the world is it that the N. W. keeps 
theſe grand magazines of nitre? when I ſee in 
the morning a river over which I can. travel, 


that in the evening before was liquid, I am aſto- 


niſhed indeed! What is become of thoſe: milli- 
ons of inſets which played in our ſummer 


- * fields, and in our evening meadows ; they were 
ſo puny and ſo delicate, the period of their ex- 


iſtence was ſo ſhort, that one cannot help won- 


dering how they could learn, in that ſhort ſpace, 


the ſublime art to hide themſelves and their off- 
ſpring in ſo perfect a manner as to bafſle the ri- 
gour' of the ſeaſon, and preſerve that precious 


_ embrio of life, that ſmall portion of ethereal 


heat, which if once deſtroyed would deftroy the 
ſpecies ! Whence that irreſiſtible : propenſity to 
ſleep ſo common in all thoſe who are ſeverely at» 
tacked by the froſt... Dreary as this ſeaſon ap- 
pears, yet it has like all others its miracles, it 


preſents to man a variety of problems which he 


tan never reſolve; among the reft, we have 
nere a ſet of ſmall birds which never appear 
until the ſnow falls; contrary to all others, 


they dwell and appear to delight in that ele- 
«4 Kt LY, 
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It is my bees, however, which afford me the 
moſt pleaſing and extenſive themes; let me 
look at them when I will, their government, 
their induſtry, their quarrels, their paſſions, 
always preſent me with ſomething no; for 
which reaſon, when weary with labour, my 
common place of reſt is under my locuſt - treęs, 
| cloſe. by my bee-houſe. By their movements 

I can predict the weather, and can tell the 
day of their ſwarming; but the moſt difficult 
point is, when on the wing, to know whether 
they want to go to the woods or not. If they 
have previouſly pitched in ſome hollow trees, 
it is not the allurements of ſalt and water, of 
fennel, hickory. leaves, &c. nor the fineſt box, 
that can indute them to ſtay ; they fl projer | 

po- 


thoſe rude, rough habitations to the beſt 
liſhed mahogany hive. When that. is the caſe 
with mine, 1 ſeldom thwart their inclinations; 
it is in freedom that they work: were I to 
- confine, them, they wauld dwindle away and 
quit their labour. In; ſuch excurſions we guly 
part for a while; I am generally ſure to find 
them again the following fall. This elope- 
ment ok theirs only adds to my recreations; 
I know, how to deceive even their. ſuperlative 
inſtinct; nor do I fear loſing them, though 
eighteen miles from my houſe, and ladged in the 
moſt lofty trees, ,in the moſt impervious of our 
foreſts. , I once took you along with me in one 
of theſe kambles, and yet you infiſt on my re- 
peating the detail of our operations: it brings 
back into my mind many of the uſeful and en- 
tertaining reflections with which you ſo happily 
beguiled our tedious hours. 
After I have done ſowing, by way of recre- 
ation, I prepare for a week's jaunt in the 
* . 7" woods, 


able; and the laſt conſi 
one that moves me. I take with me my dog. 
2s a companion, for he is uſeleſs as to this 
game; my gun, for no man you know ought 


oy for they are fond of preying on that 
on. 


z 


Jo 


woods, not to hunt either the deer or the 
bears, as my neighbours do, but to catch the 


more harmleſs bees. I cannot boaſt that this 


chaſe js ſo noble, or ſo famous among men, 


but I find it leſs fatiguing, and full as profit- 
deration js the only 


to enter the woods without one; my blanket, 
ſome proviſions, ſome wax, vermillion, honey, 


And a ſmall pocket compaſs. With theſe im- 
plwements I proceed to ſuch woods as are at a 
_. © conſiderable diſtance from any ſettlements. I 


carefully examine whether they abound with 


large trees, if ſo, I make a fmall fire on ſome 


flat ſtones, in a convenient place; on the fire 
I put ſome wax; cloſe by this fire, on another 
ſtone, I drop honey in diſtinct drops, which 
1 ſurround with ſmall quantities of vermillion, 
laid on the ſtone; and then I retire carefully 


"20 watch whether any bees appear. If there 


are amy in that neighbourhood, I reft aſſured 


that the ſmell of the burnt wax will unavoid- 


ably attract them; they will ſoon find out the 


is not their own; and in their approach 


whi 


they will neceſfarily tinge themſelves with 
_ Tome particles of vermillion, which will adhere 


by their bodies. I next fix my compaſs, 
find out their courſe, which they keep inva- 
riably ſtrait, when they are returning home 
Joaded, By the affiftanee of my wateh, I ob- 
ſerve how long thoſe are returning which are 


marked with vermillion. Thus poſleſſed 


the courſe, and, in ſome meaſure, of the di- 
Nance, which I can eaſily gueſs at, I 11 
R | | 4 4.5 — E 
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the firſt; and ſeldom. fail of coming to the tree 
where thoſe. republics | are lodged. I then 
mark it; and thus, with patience, I have found 
out ſometimes eleven ſwarms in a ſeaſen; and 
it is inconcejyable what a N — 4 
theſe trees will. ſometimes; afford It entirely. * 4 
depends on, the. ſize of the hollow, as the bees. | 

never reſt nor ſwarm till. it is all repleniſhed 
for like men, it is only the want of room that 
induces them to. quit the maternal hive. Next - if 
I proceed to. ſome of the neareſt ſettlements, * | 
where I procure proper affiſtance to cut down- I 
the trees, get all my prey ſecured, and then 
return home with my prize- The firſt bees 
Lever procured were thus found- in the woods, 
by mere accident; for at that time I had no 
kind of {kill in this method of tracing them / 
The bedy of: the tree being perfectly ſound, - 
they had lodged- themſelves -in- the bollow of _ 7 
one of its principal limbs, which I carefully  ._ 
ed off and with a good. deat of labour and 3 
induſtry brought it home, where I fixed it. up 5 
again in the ſame poſition in which I found. it 3 
growing. This was in April; I. had five. | 
warms that year, and they: have been_ever 
ſince very proſperous. This buſineſs gene- 
rally takes up a week of my time every fall, 
and to me it is a week of ſolitary, caſe and re- 

The ſeed is by that time committed to th 
8 z there is nothing very material to BK 
o at home, and this additional quantity of c 

honey enables me to be more generous to my | 
home bees, and my wife to make a due quan- 1 
tity of mead. The reafon, Sir, that ES | 5... 
mine better than that of others is, that ſhe puts 
two: gallons of brandy in each barrel, which 
2 Nn „ ripens 
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ripens it, and takes off that ſweet, luſcious 
taſte, which it is apt to retain a long time. 
If we find any where in the woods (no mat- 
ter on whoſe land) what is called a bee- tree, 
we muſt mark it; in the fall of the year when 
we propoſe to cut it down, our duty is to in- 


ſorm the proprietor of. the land, who is entitled 


to half the contents; if this is not complied 
with we are expoſed to an action of treſpaſs, as 


well as he who ſhould go and cut down a bee- 


tree which he had neither found out. nor 


marked. | 


We have twice a year the pleaſure of catch- 
ing . pigeons, whoſe numbers are ſometimes 'ſo 
aſtoniſhing as to obſcure the ſun in their flight. 
Where is it that they hatch ?' for ſuch multi- 


| tudes muſt require an immenſe quantity of 


food. I fancy they breed toward the plains of 
Ohio, and thoſe. about lake Michigan, which 


| abound in wild oats; though I have never kill- 


ed any that had that grain in their craws. In 
one of them, laſt year, I found ſome undigeſted 
rice. Now the neareft rice fields from where I 
live, muſt be at leaft 560 miles; and either their 
digeſtion muſt be ſuſpended. while they are 


flying, or elſe they muſt fly with the celerity 


of the wind. We catch them with a net ex- 


| tended on the ground, to which they are allured 


by what we call tame wild pigeons, made blind, 
and faſtened to a long ſtring ; his ſhor: flights, 


and his repeated calls, never fail to bring them 


down, The greateſt number I Aver catched 
was fourteen dozen, though much larger quan- 
tities haye often been trapped. I have fre- 
2 ſeen them at the market ſo cheap, that 
or a penny you might have as many as you 
could carry away; and yet from the extreme 
hs pe. cheap- 
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chea es you muſt not. conclude, that the e 
are nnd gent} 2g food; on 1 | 
think they are excellent. Every farmer has . 
tame wild pigeon in a cage at his door all the 
year round, in order to be ready whenever the 
feaſon' comes for catching them. 
The pleaſure I receive. from the warblings 
of the birds in the ſpring, is ſuperior to my 
poor deſcription, as the continual: ſucceſſion 
of their tuneful notes is for ever new to me. I 
generally riſe from bed about that indiſtinc̃t 
interval, which properly ſpeaking, is neither 
night nor day; for this is the moment of the 
moſt univerſal vocal choir. Who can liſten 
unmoved, to the ſweet love tales of our robins, 
told from tree to tree? or to the thrill cat 
birds'? The ſablime accents of the truſh 
from on high, always retard my ſteps that I 
may liſten to the delicious muſic; The vari- 
egated appearances of the dew drops, as they | 
hang to the different objects, mult preſent even | 
to a clowniſh imagination, the moſt yolup- : 
tuous ideas, The aſtoniſhing art which att 
birds diſplay in the conſtruction of their neſts; 
ill provided as we may ſuppoſe them with proper 
tools, their neatneſs, their convenience, always 
make me aſhamed of the flovenlineſs of our 
houſes ; their love to their dame, their inceſ- 
ſant careful attention, and the peculiar ſongs | 
they addreſs to her while ſhe tediouſly incu- | 
bates their eggs, remind me of my duty could | 
I ever forget it. Their affection to their help- 
leſs little ones, is a lively precept; and in 
ſhort, the whole ceconomy of what we proudly 
eall the brute creation, is admirable in every cir- 
cumſtance; and vain man, though adorned with 
the additional gift of reaſon, might learn from 
| the 


ie perfection of inſtinct, how to regulate the 


out all my fields; not the leaſt operation 


real 
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follies, and how to temper the errors which 
this ſecond gift often makes him- commit. 
This is a ſubje&, on which I have oſten be- 
ſtowed the moſt ſerious thoughts; I have often 
bluſhed within myſelf, and , £814 greatly aſto- 
niſhed, when I have compared the unerrin 

path they all follow, all juſt, all proper, al 

wiſe, up to the neceſſary degree of perfection, 
with the coarſe, the imperfect ſyſtems of men, 
not merely as governors and kings, but as maſ- 


ters, as huſbands, as fathers, as citizens. But 


this is a ſanctuary. in which an ignorant fat= 


mer muſt not preſume to enter. If ever man 
was permitted to receive and enjoy ſome bleſ- 
ſings that might alleviate the many ſorrows to 


which he is expoſed, it is certainly in the 
country, when he attentively conſiders thoſe 
raviſhing ſcenes with which he is every where 
ſurrounded. This is the only time of the year 
in which 1 am avaritious of every moment, I 
therefore loſe none that can add to this ſimple 
and inoffenſive happineſs. I roam early * A 
0 
perform, which is not accompanied with the 
moſt pleaſing obſervations; were I to extend 
them as far as I have carried them, I ſhould , 


become tedious; you would think me guilty of 


affectation, and I ſhould perhaps repreſent ma- 
ny things as pleaſurable from which you might 
not perhaps receive the leaſt agreeable emotions. 
But, believe me, what I write is all true and 


Some time ago, as I fat ſmoaking a con- 
templative pipe in my piazza, I ſaw with, 
amazement a remarkable inſtance of ſelfiſh- 
neſs diſplayed in a very ſmall bird, m_— l 

a 
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had hitherto feſpected for its inoffenſiveneſs. 
Three neſts were placed almoſt contiguous too 
each other in my piazza : that of a ſwallow 
was in the corner next to the houſe, 
that of à phebe in the other, a wren-. poſſeſſed 
a little box which I had made on purpoſe, and 
hung between. Be not. ſurpriſed at their tame- 
neſs, all my family bad long been taught to 
reſpect them as well as myſelf. The wren had 
ſhewn before ſigns of diſlike to the box which 
1 had given it, but I knew not on what ac- 
count; at laſt it reſolved, ſmall as: it was, to 
drive the ſwallow from its own habitation, and 
to my very great ſurpriſe it ſuceeeded. Im- 
pudence often gets the better of modeſty, and 
this exploit was no ſooner performed, than it 
removed every material to its own. box with 
the moſt admirable dexterity; the ſigns of tri- 
umph appeared very viſible,, it fluttered its 
wings with uncommon velocity, an univerſal 
joy was perceivable in all its movements. 
Where did this little bird learn that ſpirit. of 
injuſtice ?. It was not endowed with what we 
term reaſon.! Here then is a proof that both 
thoſe gifts border . near on one another; 
for we ſee the perfection of the one mixing 
with the errors of the other! The peaceable 
ſwallow like the paſſiyxe Quaker, meekly ſat 
at a ſmall diſtance and neyer offered the leaſt 
reſiſtauce 1 put no ſooner was the plunder car- 
ried away, chan the injured bird went to work 
with unabated ardour, and in a few days the 
depradations were repaired. To prevent how- 
ever a repetition of the. ſame violence, I re- 
22 the wren's box to another part of the 
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may remember, a curious republic of in 
trious hornets; their neſt hangs to the ceiling, 
by the ſame twig on which it was ſo admirably 
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In the middle of my parlour I have, you 


uſ- 


built and contrived in the woods. Its removal 
did not diſpleaſe them, for they find in m 
houſe plenty of food; and I have left a 
open in one of the panes of the window, which 
anſwers all their purpoſes. By this kind uſage 
they are become quite harmleſs ; they live on 
the flies, which are very troubleſome to us 
throughout the ſummer; they are conſtantly 
buſy in catching them, even on the eyelids of 


my children. It is ſurprifing how quickly 


they ſmear them with a ſort of glue, leſt they 


might eſcape, and when thus prepared, they 


carry them to their neſts, as food for: their 
young ones, Theſe: globular neſts are moſt 
ingeniouſly divided into many ſtories, all pro- 
vided with cells, and proper communications. 


The materials with which this fabric is built, 
they procure from the cottony furze, with 


which our oak rails are covered; this ſubſtance 
tempered with glue, produces a fort of paſte- 
board, which is very ſtrong, and reſiſts all the 
inclemencies of the weather. By their aſſiſt- 


ance, I am but little troubled with flies. All 


my family are ſo accuſtomed to their ſtrong 
buzzing, that no one takes any notice of them; 
and though they are fierce and vindictive, yet 
kindneſs and hoſpitality has made-them uſefut 


and harmleſs. . 


We have a great variety of waſps; moſt of 


them build their neſts in mud, which they fix 


againſt the ſhingles of our roofs, as nigh the 
pitch as they can. Theſe aggregates repreſent 


nothing, at firſt view, but coarſe and irregular 


lumps, 
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lumps, but if you break them, you will ob- 
ſerve, that the inſide of them contains a great 
number of oblong cells, in which they depoſit 
their eggs, and in which they bury themſelves 
in the fall of the year. Thus immured they 
ſecurely paſs through the ſeverity of that ſeaſon, 
and on the return of the ſun are enabled to 
perforate their cells, and to open themſelves 


a paſſage from theſe receſſes into the funſhine. 


The yellow waſps, which: build. under ground, - 
in our meadows, are much more to be dfeaded, 
for when the mower unwittingly, paſles his 
ſcythe over their holes they immediately ſally 
forth with a fury and velocity ſuperior even to 
the ſtrength of man. They make the boldeft 
fly, and the only remedy is to lie down and 
cover our heads with hay, for it is only at the 
head they aim their blows ; nor is there an 
| poſſibility of finiſhing that part of the work 
until, by means of fire and brimſtone, they are 
all filenced; . But though I have been obliged 
to execute this dreadful ſentence, in my own 
defence, I have often thought it a great pity, 
for the ſake of a little hay, to lay waſte ſo in- 
genious a ſubterranean town, furniſhed with 
every conveniency, and built with a moſt ſur- 
priſing mechaniſm. „ HCA... 
1 never ſhould have done were I to recount 
the many objects which involuntarily ſtrike my 
Imagination in the midſt of my work, and 
ſpontaneouſly. afford me the moſt pleaſing 
relief. Theſe may appear inſignificant trifles 
toa perſon who has travelled through Europe 
and America, and is-acquainted with books and 
with many ſciences ; but ſuch ſimple objects 
of contemplation ſuffice me, who have no time 
to beſtow on more extqnlive obſervations. 
þ RT Happily 


_ 


/ 


Happily theſe require. no ſtu dy, | they __ a: 


vious, they gild the moments I dedicate to 
them, and? enliven the. _— 22 which I 
perform. At home my happineſs ſprings from 
— different objects the gradual unfolding 
of my children's reaſon, the ſtudy of their 
dawning tempers attract all my paternal atten- 

tion. 1 have to contrive little puniſhments for 


their little faults, ſmall} encouragements for 


—— — 


their good actions, and à variety of other ex- 


pedients dictated by various occaſions. But 


theſe are themes unworthy your peruſal, and 


which ought not to be carried beyond the 
walls of my houſe, being domeſtic myſteries 
adapted only to the locality of the ſmall fanc- 
tuary wherein my family. reſides. Sometimes 
I delight in inventing and executing machines, 
which ſimplify my wife's labour. I have been 
tolerably ſucceſsful that way; and theſe, Sir, 
are the narrow circles within which I con- 
ſtantly revolve, and what can I wiſh for beyond 
them? I bleſs God for all the good he has 
given me; I envy no man's proſperity, and 

-wiſh no other portion of happineſs than that 
I may live to teach the ſame philoſophy to my 
children ; and give each of them a farm, ſhew 
them how to cultivate it, and be like their father, 
good ſubſtantial independent American far- 
mers — an appellation which will be the moſt 
| fortunate one, a man of my claſs can poſſeſs, 
ſo long as our civil government continues to 
ſhed bleſſings on our huſbandry, Adieu. 
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1 WISH I could be acquainted with the feel- 
ings and N which muſt agitate the heart 
— 4 preſent themſelves to the mind of an en- 
lightened Engliſhman, when he firſt lands on 


this continent. He muſt greatly rejoice that 


he lived at a time to ſee this fair country dif- 


covered and ſettled ; he muſt neceſſarily feel a 


ſhare of national pride, when he views the chain 


of ſettlements which embelliſhes theſe extended 


ſhores, When he ſays to himſelf, this'is the 
work of my countrymen, who, when convulſed 
by factions, afflicted by a variety of miſeries 
and wants, reſtleſs and impatient, took refu 
here. They brought along with them their nati- 
ona] genius, to which they principally owe what 


liberty they enjoy, and what fubſtance they 
bes the induſtry of his native 


poſſeſs. Here he 
country diſplayed in a new manner, and traces 
in their works the embrios of all the arts, fei- 
ences, and ingenuity which flouriſh in Europe. 
Here he behelds fair cities, ſubſtantial vill 
extenſive fields, an immenſe country filled with 
decent houſes, good roads, orchards, meadows, 
and-bridges, where an hundred years a 


wild, woody and uncultivated.! What a train of 
pleaſing ideas this fair ſpeacle muſt ſu it 
is a proſpect which muſt inſpire a good citizen 
with the moſt heartfelt pleaſure. The diffi- 
'culty' conſiſts in the manner of viewing ſo ex- 
tenſive a ſcene. He is arrived on a new conti- 


nent; 


* 
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nent; a modern ſociety offers itſelf to his con- 
templation, different from what he had hitherto - 
ſeen, It is not compoſed, as in Europe, of 
great Lords who poſſeſs every thing, and of a 
herd of people who have nothing. Here are no 
ariſtocratical families, no courts, no kings, no 
biſhops, no eccleſiaſtical dominion, no invift- 
ble power giving to a few a very viſible one; no 
great manufacturers employing thouſands, no 
great refinements of luxury. The rich and the 
poor are not ſo far removed from each other as 
they are in Europe. Some few towns excepted, 
we are all tillers of the earth, from Nova 
Scotia to Weſt Florida, We are a people of 
cultivators, ſcattered over an immenſe territory, 
communicating with each other by means of 
$006; renee and navigable rivers, united by the 
- tilken bands of mild government, all. reſpecting 
the laws without dreading their power, becauſe 
they are equitable. We are all animated with 
the ſpirit of an induſtry which is unfettered 
and unreſtrained, beeauſe each perſon works for 
himſelf. If he travels through our rural dif- 
tricts he views not the hoſtile caſtle, and the 
haughty manſion, contraſted with the clay-built 
hut and miſerable cabbin, where cattle and men 
help to keep each other warm, and dwell in 
meanneſs, ſmoke, and indigence. A pleaſing 
uniformity of decent competence appears 
throughout our habitations. The meaneſt of 
our log-houſes is a dry, and comfortable habita- 
tion. Lawyer or merchant. are the faireſt, titles 
 our{towns afford; that of a farmer is the only 
appellation of the rural inhabitants of our coun- 
90 It muſt take ſome time ere he can recon- 
eile himſelf to our dictionary, which is but 
ſhort in words of dignity, and names of honour. 
| OY \,, Theres, 
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There, on a Sunday, he ſees a Tongre ation 
of reſpectable farmers and their wives, all clad 
in neat homeſpun, well mounted, or riding in 
their own humble waggons. There is not 
— them an eſquire, ſaving the unlettered 

rate. There he ſees a parſon as ſimple 
/ (s 5 flock, a farmer who does not riot on the 
labour of others. We have no: princes, for 
whom we toil, ſtarve, and bleed: we are 
the moſt perfect fociecy now exiſting in the 
world. Here man is free as he ought to be; 
nor is this ple u ſo tranſitory as 
many others are. 2 will not ſee the 
ſhores of our great repleniſhed with 
inland nations, 1 the unknown bounds - 
of North America entirely peopledG. Who 
can tell how far it extends? Who can tell 
the millions of men whom it will feed and 
contain? for no European foot has as yet 
_— half the extent of. this mighty con- 
tinent! 

The next with of this meli will be to 
know whence came all theſe people? they 
a mixture of Engliſh, Scotch, Iriſh, 3 
Dutch, —— and Swedes, rom this 
promiſcuous breed, that race now called Ame=- 
ricans have ariſen. The eaſtern provinces muſt 
indeed be excepted, as bein the unmixed de- 
ſcendents of Engliſhmen. I have heard many 
wiſh that they had been more intermixed alſo: 
for part, I am no wiſher, and think it 
much er as it has happened. They exhibit 
a moſt conſpicuous figure in this great and va- 
riegated picture; they too enter for a Far 
in the pleaſing perſpective diſplayed in theſe 
thirteen provinces. I know it is  ionable to 
reflect: on them, hut I reſpect W 
7 
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they have done; for the accuracy and wiſdom 
with which they have ſettled their territory; 
for the decency of their manners; for their 
early love of letters; their ancient college, the 
firſt in this hemiſphere; for their induſtry; 
which to me who am but a farmer, is the cri- 
terion of every thing. There never was a peo- 
ple, ſituated as they are, who with ſo ungrateful 
a ſoil have done more in ſo ſhort a time. Do 
you think that the monarchical - ingredients 
which are more prevalent in other governments, 
have purged them from all foul ftains ? Their 
hiſtories aſſert the contrary.” r. 
In this great American aſylum, the poor of 
Europe have by ſome means met together, and 
in conſequence of various cauſes ; to what pur- 
poſe ſhould they aſk one another what country- 
men they are? Alas, two thirds of them had 
no country. Can a wretch who wanders about, 
who works and ſtarves, whoſe life is a conti- 
nual ſcene of ſore affliction or pinching penury; - 
"can that man call. England or any other king- 
dom his country? A country that had no bread 
For him, . whoſe fields procured him no harveſt, 
who met with nothing but the frowns of the 
rich, the ſeverity of the laws, with jails and 
puniſhments ; who owned not. a ſingle foot of 
the extenſive ſurface of this planet? No! ur- 
ged by-a variety of motives, herè they came. 
Every thing has tended to regenerate. them; 
new laws, a new mode of living, a new ſocial 
ſyſtem; here they are become men: in Europe 
they were as ſo many. uſeleſs plants, wanting 
vegetative mould, and refreſhing ſhowers ; they 
withered, and, were. mowed down by want, 
hunger, and war; but now. of 


: tranſplantation, like all Reis ti wg herb 


b taken 
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taken root and flouriſhed ! Formerly. they were 
not numbered in any civil lift of their country, 
except in thoſe of the poor ; here they rank as 
citizens, , By what inviſible power bas this ſur- 
priſing metamorphoſis been performed ? By that 
of the laws and that of their induſtry. The 
laws, the indulgent laws, protect them as they - . 
arrive, ſtamping on them the ſymbol of adop- 
tion; they. receiye. ample rewards for their la- 
bours; theſe accumulated rewards procure them 
lands; thoſe lands confer on them the title of 
freemen, and to that title every benefit is affixed 
which men can poſſibly require. This is the 
reat operation daily performed by our laws. 
| aa whence. proceed theſe aha From our 
vernment. Whence that goyernment ?.. It is 
erived from the original genius and ſtrong de- 
fire of the people ratified and confirmed by the 
crown. This is the great chain which links us 
all, this is the picture which every provinge ex- 
hibits, Nova Scotia excepted. There the crown 
has done all; either there were no people who 
had genius, or it was not much attended to : the. 
conſequence is, that the province is very thinly 
inhabited indeed; the power of the crown in 
conjunction with the mufketos has prevented 
men from ſettling there. Yet ſome part of it 
flouriſned once, and it, contained a mild harm- 
leſs ſet of people. But for the fault of a fe 
leaders, the whole were baniſhed. The greateſt 
political error the crown ever committed in 
America, was to cut off men from a country 
which wanted nothing but men ! 79 


What attachment can a poor European emi- 
rant have for a country where he had nothing ? 
The knowledge of the language, the love of a 
few Eindred as poor as himſelf, were the only 
Ie | if , _ 
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cords that tied him: his country is now that 
which gives him land, bread, protection, and 

conſequence : Ubi panis ibi patria, is the motto 

of all emigrants. What then is the American; 

this new man? He is either an European, or 

the deſcendant of an European, hence that 

ſtrange mixture of blood, which you will find 

in no other country. I could point out to you 

a family whoſe grandfather was an Engliſhman, 

whoſe wife was Dutch, whoſe fon married a 

French woman, and whoſe preſent four fons 

have now four wives of different nations. He 

is an American; who leaving behind him all his 

ancient prejudices and manners, receives new 

ones from the new mode of life he has embraced, 

the new government he obeys, and the new 

Fank he holds. He becomes 'an American 

being received in the broad lap of our great Al- 

ma Mater. Here individuals of all nations are 

melted into a new race of men, whole labours 

and poſterity will one day cauſe great changes 

in the world. Americans are the weſtern pil- 

grims, who are carrying along with them that 

By 13 maſs of arts, ſciences, vigour, and in- 

Adauſtry which began long ſince in the eaſt; they 

will finiſh the great circle. The Americans 

were once ſcattered. all over Europe; here they 

are incorporated into one of the fineſt ſyſtems 

of population which has ever appeared, and 

which will hereafter become diftin& by the 
power of the different climates they inhabit, 
The American ought therefore to love this 
country much better than that wherein either he 
or his forefathers were born. Here the rewards 
of his induſtry follow with equal ſteps the * * 

greſs of his labour; his labour is founded on 
* the baſis of nature, ſelf-intereſt; can it want a 
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ſtronger allurement? Wives and children, 
who before in vain demanded of him a morſel 
of bread, now, fat and frolickſome, gladly help 
their father to clear thoſe fields whence exube- 
rant crops are to ariſe to feed and to clothe them 
all; without any part being claimed, either 
by a deſpotic prince, à rith'abbot,' or a mighty 
lord. Here religion demands but little of him); 
a ſmall voluntary ſalary to the miniſter, and 
gratitude to God; can he reſuſe theſe? The 
American is a new man, who acts upon new 
principles; he muſt therefore entertain new 
ideas, and form new opinions. From involun- 
tary idleneſs, ſervile dependance, penury, and 
uſeleſs labour, he has paſſed to toils of a verx 
different nature, rewarded by ample ſubſiſtence; 
This is an American, gn. 
Britiſh America is divided into many provin- 
ces, forming a large aſſociation, ſeatttered 
along a coaſt 1 500 miles extent and about 200 
wide. This fociety I would fain examine; at 
leaſt ſuth as it appears in the middle provinces ; 
if it does not afford that variety of tinges and 
gradations which may be obſerved in ours 
we. have colours peculiar to ourſelves. ' For 
inſtance, it is natural to conceive that thofe 
who live near the ſea, muſt be very different 
from thoſe who live in the woods; the inter- 
7 ſpace will afford a ſeparate and diſtinct 
e , Nati Kath 
Men are like plants; the goodneſs and fla- 
vour of the fruit proceeds from the peculiar 
ſoil and expoſition in which they grow. We 
are nothing but what we derive from the air we 
breath, the climate we inhabit, the goverument 
we obey, the ſyſtem of religion we profeſs, and 
the nature of our employment. Here you will 


find 


my 


=. 
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find but few crimes; theſe have acequired as yet 
no root among us. I wiſh I were able to trace 
all my ideas; if my ignorance preyents me from 


_ deſcribing them properly, I hope I ſhall be able 


to delineate a few of the outlines, which are all 


1 propoſs, / - 
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fb than on fleſh, and often encounter that 


boiſterous, element. This renders them more 


bold and enterpriſing; this leads them to ne- 
lect the confined occupations of the land. They 
fe and converſe with a variety of people; their 


A with mankind becomes extenſive. 


* 
, 


he ſea. uf them with a love of traffic, a 


deſire of tran porting produce from one 'place 


to another; leads them to a variety of reſources 


which ſupply the place of labour. Thoſe who 
inhabit the middle ſettlements, by far the moſt 


numerous, muſt be very different; the ſimple 
_ cultivation of the earth purifies them, but the 


indulgences of the government, the ſoft remon» 
rances of religion, the rank of independent 


frecholders, muſt neceſſarily inſpire. them with 
ſentiments, very little known in Europe among 
people of the ſame claſs. What do I ſay ? Eu- 

; 1 * has no ſuch claſs of men; the early know - 
ledge 


they acquire, the early bargains they 


make, give them a great degree of ſagacity. As 


freemen they will be litigious; pride and obſti- 


nacy are often the cauſe of law ſuits ; the nature 


of our laws and governments may be anothe. 


As citizens it is eaſy to imagine, that they will 


carefully read the newſpapers, enter into every 


political diſquiſition, freely blame or cenſure 
governors and others. As farmers they will be 


careful and anxious to get as much as they can, 
becauſe what they get is their own. As north- 
. „ 5 | ern 
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ern men they will love the chearful cup. As 
Chriſtians, religion curbs them not in their 
opinions ; the general indulgence leayes every 
one to think for themſelves in ſpiritual matters; 
the laws inſpe& our actions, our thoughts are 
left to God. Induſtry, good living, ſelfiſhnels, 
litigiouſneſs, country pohtics, the pride of fret: —- 
men, religious indifterence, are their charaQer- 
iſtics, If you recede ſtill farther from the ſea, 
you will come into more modern ſettlements ; 
they exhibit the ſame ſtrong lineaments, in a 
ruder appearance. Religion ſeems to have ſtill 
leſs influence, and their manners are leſs im- 
proved, * 1 ae K n:? 
Now we arrive near the great woods, near 
the laſt inhabited diſtricts; there men ſeem to 
be placed ſtill farther beyond the reach of go- 
vernment, which in ſome meaſure leaves them 
to themſelves. How can it pervade every cor- 
ner; as they were driven there by misfortunes, 
neceſſity of beginnings, deſire of acquiring 
large tracts of land, idleneſs, frequent want 
of economy, ancient debts; the re- union of 
ſuch people does not afford a very pleaſing ſpec- 
tacle. When diſcord, want of unity and 
friendſhip ; when either drunkenneſs or idleneſs 
revail in ſuch remote diſtricts; contention, 
inactivity, and wretchedneſs muſt | enſue. 
There are not the ſame remedies to theſe evils 
as in a long eſtabliſhed community. The few 
magiſtrates they have, are in general little better 
than the reft; they are often in a perfect ſtate 
of war; that of man againſt man, ſometimes 
decided by blows, ſometimes by means of the 
law; that of man againſt every wild inhabitant 
of | theſe venerable bob, of which they are 
come to diſpoſſeſs them. There men appear to 
k . \ | be 
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be no better than carnivorous 77 of a ſu- 
periour rank, living on the fleſh of wild ani- 
mals when they can cateh them, and when they 
are not able, they ſubſiſt on the grain. He who 
would wiſh to ſee America in its proper light, 
and haye a true idea of its feeble beginnin 
and barbarous rudiments, muſt yiſit our extend- 
' . ed line of frontiers where the lai? ſettlers dwell, 
+ and where he may ſee the firſt labours of ſettle- 
ment, the mode of clearing the earth, in, all 
their different, appearances; where men are | 
wholly left dependent on their native tempers, 
and on the ſpur. of uncertain induſtry, which 
often fails when not ſanCtified by the efficacy 
of a few moral rules. There, remote from the 
wer of example, and check of ſhame, many 
amilies exhibit the moſt hideous parts of our 
ſociety. They are a kind of forlorn hope, pre- 
ceding by ten or twelve years the moſt reſpecta- 
174 army of veterans which come after them. 
In that. ſpace, proſperity. will poliſh, ſome, vice 


And the law. will drive off the reſt, who uniting 
again with, others like themſelves. will recede 
ill farther; making room for more induftrious 
people, who will finifh their improvements, 
convert the loghouſe into a convenient habi- 
tation, and rejoicing that the firſt heavy la- 
bours are finiſhed, will change in a few years 
that hitherto barbarous country into a fine fer- 
tile, well regulated diſtrict. Such is our pro- 
greſs, ſuch is the march of the Europeans 
ae, the interior parts of this continent. 
n all ſocieties. there are off- caſts; this-impure 
part ſerves as our precurſors or pioneers; my 
father himſelf was one of that claſs, but he 
came upon honeſt principles, and was there- 
fore one of the few who held faſt; by good 


conduct 
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conduct and temperance, he tranſmitted to me 
his fair inheritance, when not above one in 
fourteen” of his cotemporaries had the ſame 
good fortune. | Neft uy 
F 
thus 


Forty years a n ſaiſlin coun y was 
wi inhabited ; ſts hominis 29 de- 


ecncy of manners prevails throughout, and ſuch 
has been the fate of our beſt countrie. 
Excluſive of thoſe general characteriſtics, 
each province has its own, founded on the 
vernment, climate, mode of huſbandry, cuſ- 


toms, and peculiarity of circumſtances. ' 'Eu- 


ropeans ſubmit inſenſibly to theſe great powers, 
and become, in the courſe of a few genera- 
tions, not only Americans in Nr og but 
either Penſylvanians, Virginians, or provincials 
under ſome other name. Whoever traverſes 
the continent muſt eaſily obſerve thoſe ſtrong 
differences, which will grow more evident in 
time. The inhabitants of Canada, Maſſachu- 


fet, the middle provinces, the ſouthern ones 


will be as different as their climates}; their only 


points of unity will be thoſe of religion and 
Hex} uw 1 


language.” g 0! Lot 09% Foggy] | 
As I have / endeavoured to ſhew you how 
Europeans become Americans; it may not be 


diſagreeable to ſhew you likewiſe how the va- | 


rious Chriſtian ſects introduced, wear out, and 
how religious indifference becomes prevalent. 
When any conſiderable number of à particular 
ſect happen to dwell contiguous to Fach other, 

immediatly erect a temple, and there wor- 


ſhip the Divinity agreeably to their on pecu- 
liar ideas. Nobody diſturbs them. If any 


new ſect ſprings up in Europe, it may happen 
that many of its profeſſors will come and ſettle 
in America. As they bring their zeal with 
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them, they are at liberty to make proſelytes if 
they can, and to build a meeting and to follow 
the dictates of their conſciences; for neither 

the government nor any other power interferes. 
If they are peaceable ſubjects, and are induftri- 
ous, what is it to their neighbours how and in 
what manner they think fit to addreſs their pray- 


. ers to the Supreme Being? But if the ſectaries 
' + are not ſettled cloſe together, if they are mixed 
with other denominations, their zeal will cool 
fror want of fuel, and will be extinguiſhed in a 
little time. Then the Americans become as to 
religion, what they are as to country, allied to 
all. In them the name of Engliſhman, French- 
man, and European is loſt, and in like manner, 
the ſtrict modes of Chriſtianity, as practiſed in 
Europe are loſt alſo. This effect will extend 
itſelf ſtill farther hereafter, and though this 
may appear to you as a e idea, yet it is 
à very true one. 1 thall be able perhaps here - 
after to explain myſelf better, in the mean 
"while, let the following example ſerve as my 
Hirſt juſtification. ht 03 HOT ine d, rde 
Let us ſuppoſe you and I to be travelling; 
we obſerve that in this houſe, to the right, lives 
Catholic, who prays to God as he has been 
taught, and believes iᷣn tranſubſtantiation ; he 
works and raiſes Wheat, he has a large family 
of children, all hale and robuſt; bis belief, his 
prayers offend nobody. About one mile far- 
ther on the ſame road, his next neighbour. may 
be a good honeſt plodding German Lutheran, 
 .who: addreſſes himſelf to the, ſame; God, the 
God of all, agreeably to the modes he has been 
educated in, and believes in conſubſtantiation; 
dy ſo doing he ſcandalizes nobody z he alſo 
Works in his fields, embelliſhes the earth, clears 
SANG ; thus ſwamps, | 
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NR What has the world to wick 
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of. kis aw | 
tad wine 
y obſtinacy He like- 
ops, 1 houſe is 1 ad 
nted, his orch r is th 
* bouthobd. How, does it concern. the _ 
ber the county of . oh ince a, 
large, what this man's. religious ſentiments of 
4 82 80 be u J kes at; 1 le ig 
of good farmer, be 1 
citizen ;. William, b Penn hin welt RA 28 not 
wiſh for more, This is the, viſible FR, 
the inviſible one is only guelled at, and is no- 
body's. buſineſs, ext again lives a Low Ear Dad h- 
man, who, implicitly. believes the rules laid 
2 by ab the ſynad « Dort. He conceives no 
of a clergyman than that of an hired 
N = he does his work well he will. pay him 
| the Kipulated ſum ; if not he will diſmils him, 
— do without his fermons, and let his church 
be ſhut up, for years, But dene 
tis yoarlRrigen ea, You will find his houſe. and 
115 1 e In all the 288 
vou will judge. by his waggon q 
that he t 155 re of the Mais of this world 
than of 't the next. Ty 3 
borious, we ont he is all he_ought to be as to 
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they can,” but theſe" inſtrüctions are feeble/com- 
_ pared to thoſe which are given to the ybuth of 
the pboxeſt claſs in Europe. Their children 
will therefore grow up.! 1s" zealous and more 
indifferent Ii matters of religion than their pa- 
' tents. * The fooliſh vanity, or rather” the” fury 
of making Proſelytes, is unknown bete; they 
have nb time, the ſeaſons ball for all their at- 
tention, and thus in a few Fears, this mis 
b ra . will exhibit a ftringe. religious 
medly, that will be neither pure Catholiciſm 
or pure Calviniſm. A very perceptible indif- 
ference even in the firſt generation, will become 
apparent; and it may happen; that the daugh- 
ter of the Catholic will marry the ſon of the 
ceder, and ſettle by themſelves at a diftance 
rom their parents. What religious education 
will they give their children? A very imperfect 
one. If there E. to de in the neighbour- 
hood any place of Worſhip, we will ſuppoſe a 
Quaker's meeting; rather than not ſhew* their 
fine clothes, they wilt go to it, and ſbme of 
them may perhaps attach themſelves to that To- 
- ciety, Others will femain in à perfect Rate 
Fk indiffeterice; the children of theſe zealous 
parents will not be able to tell what their Teligi- 
- ous principles are, and their grandchildren ſtill 
leſs. The neigbbourhood of a place of worſhip 
| getierelly leats'them to it, and the action of 855 | 
Fig thither, is the ftrongeſt evidence they can 
give of their attächment to any ſect- Fhe 
Quakers are the önly people who retain a fond - 
nel for their own mode of worſhip; for be they 
ever ſo far ſeparated from each other, they hold 
4 ſort of communion with the © ſociety, and 


. ſeldom depart from its rules, at leaſt in this 
Country. "Thus a ſefts are mixed. al well 
ods ; 5 — " 7 d A 
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all nations; thus religious indifference is im- 
perceptibly diſſeminated from one end of the 
continent to the other; which is at preſent 
one of the ſtrongeſt characteriſties of the Ame- 
ricans. Where this will reach no one can tell, 
haps. it may leave a vacuum fit to receive 
other ſyſtems.; Perſecution, religious pride, 
the love of contradiction, are the food of what 
the world commonly calls religion. Theſe mo—- 
tives have ceaſed here ;- zeal in Europe is conſi - 
ned; here it evaporates in the great diſtance. it 
has to travel; there. it is a grain of powder in- 
cloſed, here it burns away in the open air, and 
conſumes without effec e.. 
But to return to out back ſettlers, - I muſt 
tell you, that there is ſomething in the proxi- 
mity of the woods, which is very ſingular. It 
is with men as it is with the plants and animals 
that grow and live in the foreſts; they are en- 
tirely different from thoſe that live in the plains. 
I will candidly tell you all my thoughts but y 
are not to expect that I ſhall advance any rea- 
ſons. By ug or near the woods, their 
actions are regulated by the wildneis of the 
neighbourhood. The deer often come to eat 
their grain, the | wolves to deſtroy their ſheep, 
the bears to kill their the foxes to catch 
their poultry. This ſurrounding hoſtility, 
immediately puts the gun into their hands 
they watch: theſs animals, they kill — 
thus by defending their property, they ſoon be- 
come profeſſed hunters; this is the progreſs ; 
* onc# hunters, farewell to the plough. The 
chaſe renders them ferocious, gloomy, and un- 
ſociable; a hunter wants no neighbour, he rather 
hates them, becauſe he dreads the competition. 
In a little time their ſucceſs in the woods mykes 
Att A D 2 them 
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them neglea their tillage. They truſt to the 
natural fecundity of the earth, and therefore 
do little; carelefineſs in fencing, often expoſes 
what little they ſow to- deſtruction ; they are not 
at home to watch; in order therefore to make 
up the deficiency; they go oftener to the woods. 
hat new mode of life brings along with it a 
new ſet of manners, which I cannot eaſily de- 
ſcribe. Theſe new manners being grafted. on 
the old ſtack, produce a ſtrange ſort of lawleſs 
profi the impreſſions of which are indeli- 
"Hee. Te manners of the Indian natives are 
reſpeRable, comp ared with this European medly. 
Their wives 1 children live in ſloth and in- 
activity; and havin no proper purſuits, you 
may Judge what tion the latter receive. 
Their tender minds have nothing elſe to con- 
template but the example of 9 ; like 
them th ow up a mongrel half. ci- 
vilized, "half f ſavage, except nature ſtamps on 
them ſome conſtitutional propenſities. Ar 
rich, that voluptuous „ oaggess is — of of 
: Aruck 4hem ſo foreibly ; of = 
freeholds no longer -canveys —. . minds the 
fame pleaſure and pride. To all theſe ireaſons 
— add, their lonely ſituation, and you 
cannot imagine what · an on manners the 
t diſtances they liye from each other has ! 
| ſider one of the laſt fettlements in its firſt 
view: of what is it compoſed ? Europeans who 
have not that . Ne * knowledge 
t ought to ve, in order to per; peo- 
N — who have ſuddenly paſſed from ſſion, 
dread of government, and fear of laws, into 
the unlimited freedom of the woods. This 
ſudden change muſt have a very great effect on 


n men, and on _ claſs particularly. 
W Rx Eating 
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Fating of wild meat, whatever you 
tends to alter their temper ; though all proof 
J can 'addiice, is, ther 1 haves ſeen it: 
having no place of worſhip to reſort to, Mien 
little ſociety*this might afford, is denied them. 
The Sunday An- excluſive of religious 
benefits, were the ſocial bonds that might 
have inſpired them with ſome degree of emu- 
lation in neatneſs. Is it then ſurpriſing to ſee 
men thus ſituated, immerſed in great and hea- 
yy. labours, A a little ? It is rather a 
wonder the effect is not more diffufive;- The 
Moravians and the Quakers are the only inſtan- 
ces in exception to what I have advanced-_ 
2 firſt mw a ingly, it is a Cology of 
the ſociety whichemigrates; they carry with them 
their For, worſhip, rules, 2 Wat the 
othefs' never begin ſo hard, they are always 
able to buy improvements, in which there is 
2 great advantage, for by that time the couh 
is recovered from its firſt barbarity. Thus ou 
dad are thoſe who are half cultivators 
and half hunters; and the worſt of them are 
thoſe who have degenerated altogether into the 
hunting ſtate. As old ploughmen and new men 
of the woods, as Europeans and new made 
1 they contract the vices of both; they 
the moroſeneſs and ferocity of a natives 
wi out his 'mildnefs, or even hs 1 
home. If manners are not refined, eaſt 
they are rendered ſimple and inoffenſive by 
tilling the earth; all our wants are pp o 
it, our time is divided between labour and 
and leaves none for the commiſſion of 
miſdeeds. As hunters it is divided between the 
toil of the chaſe, the idleneſs of repoſe, or 
the indulgence 'of ine briation. — but 
a licen- 
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| a licentious idle life, and if it does not always 
= pervert good diſpoſitions ; yet, when it is unit- 
ed with bad luck, it leads to want; want ſti- 
mulates that propenſity to rapacity and injuſ- 
tice, too natural to needy men, which is the 
* fatal gradation. After this explanation of the ef- 
fects which follow by living in the woods, ſhall 
we yet vainly flatter ourfelves with the hope of 
conyerting the Indians? We ſhould rather be- 
gin with converting our back-ſettlers ; and now 
i 1 dare mention the name of religion, its 
ſweet accents would be loſt in the immenſity 
of theſe. woods. Men thus placed, are not fit 
either to receive of remember its mild inſtruc- 
tions ; they want temples and miniſters, but 
as ſoon as men ceaſe to remain at home, and 
begin. to lead an erratic life, let them be 
either tawny or white, they ceaſe to be its 
diſciples. '-** 7 09h 6 Ns 
Thus have I faintly and imperfectly endea- 
voured to trace our fociety from the ſea to 
our woods; yet you muſt not imagine that 
ery. perſon who, moves back, acts upon the 
ame W or falls into the ſame dege- 
neracy. Many families carry with them all 
their decency of conduct, purity of morals, and 
reſpect of religion; but theſe are ſcarce, the 
Dower. of example is - ſometimes irrefiſtable, \ 
ven among theſe back-ſettlers, their depravity 
is greater or.leſs, according to what nation or 
province they belong. Were I to adduce 
8 this, I might be accufed of partiality. 
If there happens to be ſome rich intervals, 
ſome fertile bottoms, in thoſe remote diſtricts, 
the people will there prefer tilling the land tg 
hunting, and will attach themſelves toit; but 
even on theſe fertile ſpots you may plainly per- 
ION | ceive 
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ceive the inhabitants to acquire ee | 
gree of ruſticity and else 8. Jail Tha 
ing/ſitua- 


It is in N of this ſtra 
on man 
Caro- 


tion, and the aſtoniſhing power it 
ners, that the 22 of both the: 
linas, Virginia, and many other parts have 
been long a ſet of lawleſs people; id has been | 
even dangerous to travel among them. GG. 
vernment can do cnothing in ſo extenſive ry 
country, better it ſhould 1. at theſe jrregu- 
larities, than that it ſhould. uſe means incon- 
ſiſtent with its uſual mildneſs. Time will ef- 
face * 3 : in proportion as the great 
body of 190; . them they will 
reform, — ens ey and ſubordinates = 
Whatever has. been ſaid * our New 
England provinces, , no ſuch degeneracy. of 
manners: has ever tarniſbed their annals ;. theig 
back-fettlers have been kept within the. bounds 
of decency, and government, by means of 
wiſe laws, and by the influence of religion. 
What A, deteſtable idea ſuch people muſt, have 
given to the natives of the Europeans \Thex 
trade with them, the worſt of people are permit 
nl do that which none but. perſons of tha 
characters ſhould be employed in. They 
— drunk with them, and often defraud the In- 
ians. Ih eir avarice, removed from the e £7 
of their ſ riors, knows no bounds 5 and aji Io 
by a little. ſuperiority of knowledge, theſe | 
ers: deceive. them, and even ſometimes ek 
blood. Hence,thoſe ſhocking violations, thoſs 
ſudden: devaſtations which have ſo often ſtaine 
our frontiers, when hundreds of innocent peo- 
ple have been ſacrificed for the crimes of a few. 
t was in conſequence of ſuch. behaviour, that 
an took, the. hatchet, * — 
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nians in 14. Thus are our firſt ſteps trod, 
- thus are our rſt trees felled, Jars, rouge „by the 
moſt vicious of our people; and thus the path 
is opened for the arrival of à ſecond and better 
club, che true American freeholders 5 the moſt, 
reſpectable ſet of people in this part of the 
world: reſpectable for their induſtry, their happy 
independence, the great ſhare of freedom 
poſſeſo, the good regulation of their families, 
and for extending the. trade and che deminion of 
our mother country. 
Europe contains hardly | other diſtin&tions 
but lords and tenants ; —* fair country alone 
is ſettled  freeholders, the poſſeſſors of the 
ſoil they cuſtivate; members of the government 
they eber, and the farmers of their owiy Jaws, 
means of their repreſentatives.” This ig 
* thought which you have taught me to 
cheriſh; our diſtance from Europe, far from 
Sminiſhiog, rather adds to our uſefulneſs and 
uenee as men and ſubjeQs; | Had 'our 
forefat remained there, they —_— — 
Rave crouded it, and 
eenvulſiens which had fheok . { = 
—— — — Who — bm 
ma compared to a ſprout growing 
at the foot of 'a great wie; . and draws 
dut a little portion! of ſap; wrench it from the 
parent roots, tranſplant it, and it will become 
& tree bearing fruit alfo. Coloniſts are there- 
tore intitled' to the confideration due to the 
moſt uſefu} fubjects ; a hundred. families barely 
2 ſome ao k of Scotland, will here in 
fix- , eauſe an annual exportation of 10,000 
of wheat: 100 buſhels being but a com- 


be 
mon quantity for an induſtrious family to fell, 


if ey cultivate good land. It is here then — 
. "0 
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the idle may be employed, the uſeleſs become 
uſeful, and the poor become rich; but by 
riches I do not mean gold and ſilver, ws have 
but little of thoſe metals; I mean a better ſore 
of wealth, cleared lands, cattle, good houſes, 
good | oaths, and an increaſe of people to 
en them. -/ 1454 "70 OO nn START i 
ITbere is no wonder that this country” has 
fo many charms, and preſents to Europeans ſo 
many temptations to remain in it- A travelled 
in 5 becomes à ſtranger as ſoon as de 
- his own kingdom; but it is otherwiſe here. 

e know, properly ſpeaking,” no ſtrangers | 
this is every perſon's country; the variety of our 
foils, fituations, climates, governments, and pro- 
duce, hath ſomething which' muſt pleaſe every 
body, No ſooner does an European arrive, nô 
matter of what condition, than his eyes ate 
opened upon the fair proſpect; he hears his 
language ſpoke, he retraees many of his own 
country manners, he perpetually hears the 
names of families and towns with which he is 
acquainted; be fees: happineſs and proſperi 
in all places difſeminated ; he meets with ho 
pitatiry, kindneſs,” and plenty every where: 

beholds hardly any poor, he ſeldom hears of 
puniſhments and execations; and he wonders at 
the elegance of our towns, thoſe miracles of 
mduſtry” and freedom. | He cannot admire 
enough our rural diſtricts, our convenient 
ads, good taverns, and our many accommoda-— 
tions; he involuntarily loves a country where 
every thing is ſo lovely. When in England, 
he was a mere Engliſhman; here he ſtands 
on- a | portion of the globe, not leſs 
Man its fourth part, and may ſee. the produc- 
mens of-the north, in iron and naval ſtores; 
r . D 5 3 the 
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the proviſions of Ireland, the grain of Egypt, 
the indigo, the rice of China. | He does not 
had, as in Europe, a crouded ſociety, where 
every place is over-ftocked ; he does not feel 
that perpetual collifion of parties, that difficulty 
of beginning, that contention which overſets 
fo many. There is room for every body in 
America; has he any particular talent, ot in- 
duſtry ; be exerts it in order to procure a live- 
. lihood, and it ſucceeds. Is he a merchant ? the 
. avenues, of trade are infinite; is he eminent in 
any reſpect ? he will be yy tor and reſpected. 
| wag he love a country life? pleaſant farms pre- 
ſent themſelves; he may purchaſe what he 
wants, and thereby become an American far- 
mer. Is he a labourer, ſober and induſtrious 
he need not go many miles, nor receive m 
informations before he will be hired, well ſed 
at the table of his employer, and paid four or 
five times more than he can get in Europe, 
Does he want uncultivated lands ? thouſands of 
_ acres preſent themſelves, which he may» pur- 
chaſe cheap. Whatever be bis talents or in- 
clinations, if they are moderate, he may ſatisfy 
them. I do not mean that every one who 
comes will grow rich in a little time; no, 
but he may - procure. an nah decent mainte- 
nance, by his induſtry. Inſtead of ſtarving he 
will be fed, inſtead of being idle he will have 
employment; and theſe ate riches enough 
for ſuch. men as come over here. The rich 
ſtay in Europe, it is only the middling and 
poor that emigrate. Would you wiſh to travel 
in independent idleneſs, from north to ſouth, 
you will find eaſy acceſs, and the moſt chear-,, 
ful reception at every houſe ; ſociety without 
oftentaticn, good cheer without xride, and 
5 5 2 _ every 


every. decent diverſion which, the country af 
fords, with little expence. It is no wonder 
that the European Who has lived here a, few 
years, is deſirous to remain; Europe with -all 
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its pomp, is not to be compared, to this 


continent, for men of middle ftatiohs, or Taz 
ccc ĩ ( og 
An European, when he firſt arrives, ſeems 117 
mited in his intentions, as well as in his views ; 
but he very ſuddenly alters his ſcale; two hun- 
dred miles formerly appeared a. very great dif- 


tance, it is now but a trifle; he no ſooner 


breathes our air than he forms-ſchemes, and 
embarks. in deſigns he never would have 


% 


- thought of in his own country. There the 


plenitude of ſociety confines many uſeful ideas, 
— often ted the moſt laudable 


ſchemes which here ripen into maturity. | Thus | 


Europeans become Americans, 

of low, indigent people, ho flock here eve 
year from all parts of Europe ? 1 will tell vide, 
they no ſogner arrive than they immediately 


But bow is this accompliſhed in that grouqd 


the good effects of that plenty of Fel a, 
e 


we poſſeſs: they fare on our beſt 
are kindly entertained; their talents, charac- 
ter, and peculiar induſtry are immediately in- 


Gees into; they find countrymen every where: | 


ſiſſeminated, let them come from Whatever 
part of Europe. Let me ſelect one as an epi- 
tome of the reſt; he is hired, he goes to work, 
and works moderately; inſtead of being em- 


ployed by A e he finds mages 
ace | 


with his equal, p the ſubſtantial table 

the farmer, or elſe at an inferior one as good; 
his wages are high, his bed is not like that bed. 
of. ſorrow. on which he uſed to lie 1.3.4 boy 
— 2 7 4 YE APE. ves 
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haves with propriety, and is faithful, he is 


careſſed, and becomes as it were a member of 
the family. He begins to feel the effects of a 
- - ſort of reſurrection; hitherto he had not lived, 
" bur ſimply ve egetated ; he now feels himſelf a 
man, becauſe he is treated as ſuch; the laws ot 
his on country hae. overlooked him in hisin 
nificaricy j oY s of this cover him with 
ntle. J dge what an alteration there * 
ariſe ſe in as 1060 and the thoughts of this man; 
k Mw to forget his former ſervitude and 
ence, his heart involuntarily ſwells and 
* wh this firſt ſwell infpires him with thoſe 
new thoughts which conſtitute an American. 
What love can he entertain for a country 
where his-exiſtence was a burden to him; if he 


as, he ever Formed in, his life. 17 he is wie 
A a nds two or three s, in which 
ime he acquires knowledge, the ufe of tools; 
the dar of working the | lands, felling trees, 
Kc. This prepares the foundation of a 

name, the moſt uſeful acquifition he can make, 
He is encouraged, he has gained friends; he 
is adviſed and directed, he feels bold, he pur- 
chaſes ſome land; be gives all the money be 
has brought, over, 'as well as what he * 
earned, and truſts to * God of harveſts * 
the diſcharge of the reſt. His good name 


cures him credit, he is now poſſeſſed o the. | 


deed, convey! 0 to him and his poſterity the fee 
fimpte and ab dlute property of two hundred 
acres 


him to ev 
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acres of land ſituated on fuch a river. What ©. 
an epocha in*this man's life! He is become 3 
freeholder, from perhaps a German boor—he - 
is now an American, a Pennſylvanian, an Eng: 
liſh fubject. He is naturalized, his name is en- 
rolled with thoſe of the other citizens 'of the 
province. Inſtead of being a 'he has 
- place of reſidence ; he is called 'the inhabi- 
tant of fach a country, or of ſuch à diſtrict, and 
for the firſt time in his Hife counts for ſome- 
thing; for hitherto he Bad been a cypher. ? 
only repeat what I Have heard hay (as qr anti 


wonder their hearts ſhould Mrs th 
tated with a multitude of feelin ove 85 


deſcribe. © From nothing to' 2 into dens 
from a ſervant to the rank of a maſter; from 
being the ſlave of fome defpotic prince, to be- 
come a free man, invefted with Tands, to which- 
every municipal bleſſing is annexed ! What 4 
change indeed f It is in weep lar ner? of that 
— that he becomes an American,” N 415 
metamorphofis = a —_—_— a,” 
— viſhes all nis ode ks 
mon by thas Dechinifn — that 
ſervility of diſpoſition which poverty h had 
taught him; and ſometimes he is apt to for- 
get it too much, oſten paſſing from one ex- 


treme to the other. If he is a good man, he 190 


forms ſchemes of future proſperity, he pr 
to educate his children better than he 
been educated 'himfelf; he thinks of future 
modes of conduct, feels an ardor to labous 
he never felt before. Pride ſteps in and leads 

thin that the laws do not for- 
bid: he reſpects | Non ; with a heart-felt gra- 
Gees he — toward the eaſt, toward that᷑ in: 
folay ima whoſe wifdors al —_— 
icity 


| 
j 
L 
1 
1 N 
= 


| 
| 


% — 


- 


* 


| rags of their parents, had it nat been for their 


* 


felicity is derived, and under whoſe wings and 
weer en he now lives. Theſe reflections con- 
ſtitute him the good man and the good ſubject. 
Ve poor t Fes who ſweat, and work 
for the great—ye, who are obliged to give ſo 
many ſheaves to the church, ſo many. to your 
lords, ſo many to your government, and hav 
hardly any left for yourſelves—ye, who are helc 
in leſs: eſtimation than favourite hunters. os 
ufcleſs lap-dogs—ye, who only breathe the ait 
of 8 8 cannot be n — 
ou; it is here that ye can conceive. the poſs, 
dite e thoſe 2 Bay I have been deſcribing; 
it is here the laws of naturalization invite every 
one to partake of our great labours and fe- 
licity, to till unrented, untaxed lands! Many, 
corrupted beyond the power of amendment, 


have brought with them all their vices, and 


diſregarding the advantages held to them, have 

dne on in their former career of iniquity, until 
they have been overtaken and puniſhed by our 
laws. It is not every emigrant who ſucceeds ; 
no, it is only the ſober, the honeſt, and in- 
duſtrious : happy thoſe to whom this tranſi- 
tion has ſerved as a powerful ſpur to labour, 
to proſperity, and to the good eſtabliſhment of 
children, born in the days of their poverty: 
and who had no other portion to.expect but the 


happy emigration, Others again have Been, 
led aftray by this enchanting ſcene ;. their new 
ride, inftead of ng Won to the fields, has 
pt them in idleneſs; the idea of, poſſeſſing 
lands is all that ſatisfies them though | ſux- 


rounded. with fertility, they have mouldered 
away their time in inactivity, miſinformed huſ- 
Hew 
much 


bandry, and ineffectual endeavours. 
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much wiſer, in general, the honeſt Germans 
than almoſt all other Europeans; they hire 
themſel ves to ſome of their wealthy landſmen, 
and in that apprenticeſhip learn every thing 
that is neceſſary. They, attentively gonſider 
the proſperous induſtry of others, which im- 
prints in their minds a ſtrong deſire of poſſeſ- 
ſing the ſame advantages, This forcible. idea 
never quits them, they launch forth, and 
dint of ſobriety, rigid parſimony, and the moſt 
F induſtry, they commonly ſucceeg -. 
heir aſtoniſhment at their firſt arrival from 
Germany is very great it is to them a dream; 
the contraſt muſt be very powerful indeed; 
they obſerve their eountrymen flouriſhing, þ 
every place; they travel through whole counties 
where not a word of Engliſh is ſpoken; and 
in the names and the langange of the people: 
they retrace Germany. They, have been an 
uſeful, acquiſition to this continent, and to 
Pennſylvania in particular; to them it owes ſome 
thare of its Fanz: to their — —. 
knowledge and patience, it owes the fineſt mills 
in all America, the beſt teams of horſes,” and 
many other advantages. - Fhe recollection of 
their former poverty and ſlavery never quits 
them as long as they live. AN 
5 The Scotch and the Iriſh might bave.lined in 
their on coun rhaps as poor, but enjoy- 
new. ſituation do not ſtrike them fo. foreibly, 
nor has it fo laſting an effect. From whe 
the difference ariſes. I know not, but out of 
twelve families of emigrants of each country, 
. ſeven Scotch will ſucceed, nine 
German and eur Ir. The Scorch are 
ſcugal and laborious, but their wiyes, cannot 


work 
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work ſo hard as German women, who on the 
contrary- vie with their huſbands,” and often 
ſhare with them the moſt ſevere toils of the 
field, which they underſtand! better. They 
have therefore nothing to ſtruggle againſt, but 
the common caſualties of nature. The Irifh- 
do not proſper ſo welt; they love to drink and 
to quarrel ; » are 0 * and ſoon take to 
„which is ruin of every thing ; 

= beſide to labour under 12 Bighs 

gnorance in huſban rag re chan «ay tend 

1 it is that their 
— was leſs exerciſed at ee 2 deard 
in hat nere, ow the land was pareelled out 

their ancient 4 has. 
* re to them, by over- — 
| = landed property. The 1545 poſſe 
a few, are Fleaſed down ad infinitum, and 
"odcupices often pay five /guineas an acte. 
The poor are worſe there than ny 
| elſe in Europe; their potatoes, which 
are eaſily raiſed, are perhaps an inducement 
to lazineſs : their wages are too low and their 
whiſky too cheap. 

There is no traeing obſervations of this kind; 
without making at the ſame 'time very great | 
' allowances, as there are every where | to be 
found, a great many exceptions; - The Iriſh 
themſelves, from. different parts of that king- 
dom, are very different. It is difficult to ac- 
count for this ſurpriſmg Tocatity, one would 
think on ſo knall An se an riſhman muſt 
de an Iriſhman : yet it is not fo, they are dif- 


ferent in their aptitude to, and in their love 


of labour. 
The Seotch on the contrary are al isdadri- 


ous and ſaving; they * 


: * ; 
- 


— 
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ſplit into rails and poſts... 

As I am fond of ſeeing ng of pre 

perous families, 1 intend to finiſh this 

by relating to you the -biſtory of an honeſt 

Scotch Hebridean, who came here in 1774s 

which will ſhew you in epitome, what the 

Scotch can do, they have room. for 

- the- exertion: of their induſtry. * Whenever 1 

hear of any new ſettlemont, I pay it a viſit ones 

\ or twice à year, on purpoſe to:obſerve the dif- 

ferent ſteps each ſettler takes, the gradual im- 

provements, the different. tempers of each fa- 

mily, on which their proſperity ern mea- 

ſure depends; their different modifications: of 

induftry; 41 and contrivance ; for 
| their li 


bei poor, fo requires ſagacity and 
ow ror In an evening I love to bear them 
tell their ſtories, th miſy me with new 
ideas ; 1 fit ſtill and liften tu their ancient miſ- 
fortunes, obferving in many of them a ſtrong 
degree of 22 to God, and the govern- 
ment. Many a well meant ſermon have 1 
preached to ſome of them. When I found a- 
zineſs and inattention prevail, who could re- 
frain from wiſhing well to theſe new country 
men; after having undergone. ſo many fatigues. 
Who could withhold good advice? What 2 
happy change it muſt be, to deſcend. from the 
high, ſterile, bleak * of 3 your 
SUE. | | | 9 
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Such a: tranſition muſt have: afforded the tnoſt 
| pleaſing ſatisfaRtion. . _. 
-.. The following dialogue paſſed at; an outlet. 
tlement, where 1 lately paid a viſit... 
Well, friend, how. do you do Hay Iam 
come fifty odd miles on purpoſe to ſee you; 
bow do you go on with your new cutting and 
aaſhing “ Very well, good Sir, we learn the 
uſe of the axe e 5, we ſhall a it, out; 
we have a belly full of victuals every day, our 
cows run about, and come home full of milk, 
our hogs get fat of themſelves in the woods: 
Ob, this is a good country! God bleſs; the 
king, and William Penn; we ſhall di very, well 
by and by, if we keep our healths. Your log- 
| houſe loaks neat. and light, where did: you get 
3 ſhingles? One of our neighbours is a 
New-En > aps man, and he ſhewed us how to 
' ſplit om out of cheſnut- trees. Now. for a 
harn, but all in good time, here are fine trees 
8 it with. Who is to frame it ſure ou 
don't underſtand that work yet? A count yo 
of ours bo bes been in America theſe 
Tres offers ta wait fon his money 5 the 
. erop is edged i in it. What did you give 
| our land ? Thirty-five {billings per acre; 
5. le in ſeven _ How many acres have 
You got? An undred and fift7. That is 
enough to begin with; is not Oo our land pretty 
hard to clear? Yes, Sir, hard enough, but it 
would be harder ſtill if it was ready cleared; 
for then we ſhould have no timber, and I love 
the woods much; the land is nothing without 
. them. Haye not you found out any bees yet ? 
No, Sir; and if we had we ſhould not know 
what.to do with them. I will tell you by and 
oye " are very kind Farewell, honeſt 85 


*. 
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God proſper you ; whenever: you travel toward 


, enquire. for J. S. he will entertain you 
kindly, provided you bring him good tidings 
from ,yaur family and farm. In this manner I 
often. viſit them, and ; carefully, examine their 


houſes, their modes of. ingenuity, their different 


and deſcribe all they ſeel. Theſe are ſcenes: 
wich I believe you would willingly ſhare, with. 
me.—I. well remember your philanthropic turn 
of mind. Is it not better to conſtemplate under 
' theſe. humble roofs, the rudiments of future 
wealth and population, than to behold the ac 
cumulated bundles of litigious papers in the 


office of a lawyer ?. To examine how. the world 


converted. into à pleaſing meadow, the | 


CY 


ridge into a fine field; and to hear the:chearful 


whiſtling, the rural ſong, where there was no 


ſound heard before, ſave the yell of the ſavage, 
the ſcreech of the owl, or the -hiffing; of, the 
ſnake ? Here an European, fatigued Win lux 
ury, riches, and pleaſures, may ſind a ſweet: 


relaxation in a ſeries of intereſting ſeenes, a 
affecting as they are new. England, which gow _ 


contains ſo many domes, ſo many caſtles, way 
once like this, a place woody 401 marſhy x its 


inhabitants, now the favourite nation for arts 
and commerce, were once painted ke our 


neighbours. This country will flouriſn in 
its turn, and the ſame. obſervations will i bs 
made which I have juſt delineated. Poſterity 
will look back with avidity and pleaſure, to 
trace, if poſſible, the æra of this or that parti - 
cular ſettlement... cage e e 
Pray, what is the reaſon- that the Scots are 
in general more religious, more — — 
7 | 0 
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honeſt; and induſtrious than the Ind ? 1 do 
not mean to infinuate national reflections, God 
" forbid ! Iv ill becomes any man; and much leſs 
an American; but as I know men are nothing 
of themſelves, and that - owe all their dif- 
ferent᷑ modifications either to government or 
other locul circumſtances, there ele de ſome 
powerful cauſes which Tonſtitute. this \ ow 
Kational difference, 
Agreeable to the et Ad foveral 
er have given me of the north of Bri- 
tain, of the Orkneys, and the Hebride Iflands, 
they ſeem, on many «ccounts, to.be unfit for 
the habitation of men; they appear to be cal- 
culated only for great ſheep paſtures. Who 
then can * the inhabitants of theſe coun- 
tries for tranſporting themſelves hither ? This 
great continent muſt in time abſorb the pooreſt 
part of Europe ; and this- will happen in n peo- 
portion as it becomes better _ x A 
war, taxation, oppreſſion, and mi 
there, The Hebrides appear to ret ferns for 
the” reſidence of malefactors, and it would: be 
much better to ſend felons there than either'to 
Virginia or M What a firange com- 
Piment has our mother country paid to two 
ef the fineſt provinces in America! E row 
has entertained in that reſpect very mi 
ideas; what was intended as a le is 
become the good fortune of ſeveral; many of 
_ thoſe who have been tranſported as felons, are 
_ now rich, and ftrangers to the ſtings of thoſs 
wants that urged them to · violations of the 
laws: are e induftrious, exemplary, 
_ | citizens. The Engliſh government 
rchaſe the moſt northern and barren _ 
» ifands ; ir ſhould ſend over to us tho · 
honeſt, 


* bee ſettle them here 
NT hana, 
t z and replace a colo 
ny of her wicked ſons; The of the 
ches. the inclemency of the | ſeaſans, the 
ſterility of the ſoil, the tempeſtuauſneſa of the 
ſea, would af ict and enough. Could 
there be found a ſpot better adapted tb retaliate 
the injury it had bee by their (crimes 2 
Some of thoſe iflands might be conſidered aa 
the hell of Great Britain, where all evil 
— — —— ends 8 bo 
anſ thts operation. 
people, by emigration, would r 1 
pier 3 the bad ones would be placed where they | 
5 to be. E years the dread of 
ſent to that wintry region would have a mu 
ſtronger that of tranſ — 
This is no place of iſhment ; were I a 
poor hopeleſs, breadlets'E tiſhman, and not 
reſtrained. þ the power of „Ihauld be 
very for the It is of very 
little importance how, and in what manner an 
t: man arrives ; for if he is but ſober; 
honeſt, and induffriows, he:has nothing more to 
aſk of heaven. Let him go to work, he will 
have opportunities enough to earn 2 caniforta- 
ble ſupport, and even the means of procuring 
ſome land; which ought to be the utmoſt wi 
of ev . * hog! health and * to 


he t ex n. 
is was Frenchman, pr 


71 and friends, he 
in the county 
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of Cheſter, in the province of : New=York : he 


I knew another perſon who was but twelve 
years old when he was taken on the frontiers of 


dbanpy he was parchaſed by a gentleman, who 


were ee ice to a tayle 

Need to the age of ninety, and left behind him 
a ſine eſtate and a numerous family, all well 
ſiettled; many of them I am acquainted with. — 
Where is then the induſtrio 
we ought to deſpair:? FA e 

After a foreigner from any 


6 + per to the voice-of our great parent, which 


* treſſed European; bleſs the Rour in which 
thou didſt ſee my verdant fields, my fair 


% Af thou wilt work, I have bread ; ſor thee; 
if thou wilt be boneſt, ſober, and induſ- 
E trious, I have: greater rewards to confes on 
Le thee — eaſe and independeſioe. I will give 


. fortabͤle fire · ſide to ſit by, and tell thy chil 
EX dren by what means thou haſt proſpered; 
and a hems bed to repoſe" on. I ſhall en- 


bie freeman. If thou wilt carefully educate thy 
© & children, teach them gratitude to God, and 


“ lanthropic government, hich has collected 
©  $*:here- ſo. many men- and made them happy. 
„ Lill alſo provide for thy i and 


. 
_ 


9 ad 


married and left a good farm to each of his ſons. 


ada, by the Indians; at his arrival at Al- 


ies to a taylor. He 


us European who | 
792 "of L314. i, 


= 


| part of Europe it 
arrived, and become a citizen; let him deveut- 
to him, Welcome to my ſhores, diſ- 


** navigable rivers, and my green mountains 


«©: thee: fields to feed and clothe these; a com- 


t dow thee beſide” with i the immunities of ' a 


e reverence to that government, that phi - 


$ to every good man this ought ta be che moſt 
„the moſt powerful; the moſt earneſt 
he can, poſſibly form, as well as: the 

| , cc moſt 
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end -conſblatory 

* Go thou'and war Ayr thou ſhalt proſ- 

« per, provided 3 be juſt, grateful ane 
« induftrivus,”. * os | Jkt | -1 
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LET hiſtorians give hs deny of our 


| charter, the ſucceſſion of our ſeveral over- 


gical ſcene N convulſe the heart, or pathetic 


with: ſkip 


| 2 * Toi to delineate is, the ve 


= 


hors and of their adminiſtrations; our 
political ſtru led, and of the foundation of 
our towns: let annaliſts "amuſe themſelves 
wich collecting anecdotes Yb — bliſhment 
of bur modern provinees :” ” high— 
I, 4 feebler * Met chearfully —— myſelf 
from? buſh to buſh, and livin 

on inſign prog” fr inſects. I am ſo habitu⸗ 
to dra 41 my food and pleaſure from the ſur- 
face of this Arth which" till, that: I cannot, 
nor _—_ mp Mn uit 2 > pe 

ſent. you with 1 ſhort "2 le 
cotehman; though® it pierre. not à . 
remarkable event to àmaze tlie reader; no tra- 


2 draw tears from ſympathetic 


r 6-1 for Pup 'from indi- 
r from oppreſſion to 3 
*gbſcufrity and contumely to ſome de- 
123 ae ence — not by virtue of — 


e ee 25 . harem 


are the ed Kale Fad a wh which I 855 6 
3 3 
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preſpect when he dies. 


Ky. 


[ . 2 It is true, our meri- 


W 


d traverſe a boiſtergus ſterous ocean. It is 


* 
3 ; 
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u 5 every roof, -i 
fg nth es Tn every Katt: 
may ſay, why don't you deſcribe _ of the. 
rg ancient opulent ſettl 
where even the- eye of an abated as 


can, fields. are in general plezfing to behold, 
adorned and intermixed as they are with ſo 
many ſubſtantial; houſes, flouriſhing orchards, 


3 


nom in my view. 547. nV 
IL. ad ben —2 io 
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the firſt eſſays of an induſtry, which "hitherto 
has been ſuppreſſed. I wiſh to ſee men cut 
down the firl} trees, ere& their new — 
till their firſt felds, reap-their-firſt 3 
ſay for the firſt time in, their lives, he is 
our own grain, raiſed from American ſoit 
on it we-ſhall feed and grow fat, and con- 
« vert the reſt into gold . ſtlyer.“ I want 
to ſee how the happy effects of their ſobriety, 
honeſty, and induſtry are firſt diſplayed: and 
who would not take a pleaſure in ſeeing theſe 
ſtrangers ſettling as new countrymen,” ſtrug- 
gling with arduous an n 
them, and becoming happy. 
Landing on this great 22 is li 
to ſea, they muſt have a compaſs, ſome fri 14 5 
directing needle; or elſe they will uſeleſaly 
err and wander ſor a long time, even with a 
fair wind: yet | theſe are the ſtruggles through 
which our . forefathers have 1 ; and they 
have left us no other records df them, huts 
poſſeſſion of our farms. The reſlections I 
make on. theſe new ſettlers. recal to my mind 
what my grandfather did in his days; they - 
fill me with gratitude to his memory as 
as to. that government, which invited him to 
come, and helped him when he arrived, as well 
as many others. Can I. paſs over theſe-rellec- | 
tions without remembering thy name, O Penn! 
thou beſt of legiſlators; who, by the wiſdom of 
thy one human If Amar: within the 
bounds of thy province, _— wen dignity" it 
dan poſhbly enjoy in a civilized ſtate; and 
ſhewed. by this ular eſtabliſhment, What all 
men might be i ti thby: n follow _—_ 
OY «6. Ig hien wo, S e 
** e | I"; SO E WI | 53 1 in 
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In the. year 1790, I purchaſed ſome lands 
in the e ne which I intended for 
one of ſons; and was obliged to ga there in 
order tq N and marke d 
out: che ſoil is good, but the country has. a 
very wild aſpedt. However I obſerved with 
pleaſure, that land ſells very faſt; and I am in 
hapes when the lad gets à wife, it will be a 
well ſettled decent country. Agreeable to our 
_ Euſtomis, which indeed are thoſe of nature, it 
is our duty to provide for our eldeſt children 
while we live, in order that our homeſteads 
may be left to the youngeſt, who are the moſt 
helpleſs. Some people are apt to regard the 
| Portions given daughters as ſo much loſt to 
the family; but this is ſelfiſh, and is not agree- 
ahle to my way of thinking; they cannot work 
as men do; they marry young: I have given 
an honeſt European a farm to till for himſelf, 
rent free, provided he clears an acre of ſwamp 
every year, and that he quits it whenever my 
daughter ſhall marry. It will procure her a 
ſubſtantial -buſband, a good farmer —and that 
is all my ambition. 
Whilſt I was in the woods I met with a party 
of Indians; ſhook hands with them, and I per- 
| - ceived they had killed a cub I had a. little 
3 Peak brandy, they perceived it alſo, we therefore 
% joined company, kindled a large fire, and ate 
an hearty/ ſupper. I made their hearts glad, 
and we all repoſed on good beds of leaves. 
Soon after dark, I was ſurpriſed to hear a pro- 
digious through the woods; the Indians 
Hughed heartily. One of them, more {ſkilful 
than the reſt, mimicked the owls ſo exactly, 
that a very large one perched-on a high. tree 
over our fire. We ſoon brought * ; 
| | e de 
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he meaſured five — e109 inches from one 
extremity of the wings to the other. "RE. 
tain — I have han ye the talons, — 15 
] have the heads of ſmall- candlefticks fixed. 
Pray keep them on the table of your ſtudy for 
my ſake. bead bi by nr wh 
/ Contrary to my expectation, I found myſelf 
under the neceſſity of going to Philadelphia, 
in order to pa y the purchaſe money, and to 
have the 3 properly recorded; I thought 
little of the journey, though it was above two 
hundred miles, becauſe I was well acquainted 
with many friends, at whoſe houſes T intended 
to ſtop. The third night after I left the woods, 
I put up at Mr. ——'s, the moſt worthy citj- 
zen I know; he happened to lodge at 
houſe when you was there, — He kind! 
enquired after your welfare, and deſired 


: 
* 
* 


would make .a friendly mention of him to 
you. The neatneſs of theſe good people is no 
phœnomenon, yet I think this excellent family 
ſurpaſſes every thing I know. No ſooner did 
I lie down to reſt than I thought e in 
moſt odoriferous arbour, ſo ſweet and 
were the ſheets. Next morning I foun * 
hoſt in his orchard deſtroying caterpillars. 1 
think, friend B. ſaid I, that thee art 
departed from the good rules of the ſociety; 
thee ſeemeth to have quitted that happy fim- 
- plicity for-which it hath hitherto been ſo re- 
markable. Thy rebuke, friend James, is a 
pretty heavy one; what motive canſt thee have 
for thus accuſing us? Thy kind wife made 
a miſtake laſt evening, I ſaid ; ſhe put me on 
a bed of roſes, inftead of a common one; 1 
am not uſed to ſuch delicacies. And is that 
all, friend James, 14 thee haſt to reproach 
co £ 18 us 
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| dus with ?—Thee wilt not call it luxury I hope? 
thee canſt but know that it is the produce of 
Hur garden; and friend Pope ſayeth, that “ to 
© enjoy is to obey.” This is a moſt learned 
excuſe indeed, friend B. and muſt be valued 
| becauſe it is founded upon truth. James my 
wife hath done nothing more to thy bed than 
what is done all the year round to all the beds 
in the family; ſhe forinkles her linen with 
.roſe-water before ſhe puts it under the preſs ; 
It is her fancy, and I have nought to. ſay. 
But thee ſhalt not eſcape ſo, verily I will ſend 
for her; thee and ſhe muſt ſettle the matter, 
- - whilſt I proceed on my work, before the ſun 
gets too high —Tom, go thou and call thy 
.miſtreſs Philadelphia. hat, ſaid I, is thy 
wife called by that name? 1 did not know 
' _ that before, I'll tell thee, ' James, how it came 
to paſs: her grandmother was the firſt female 
child born after William Penn landed with the 
Frreſt of our brethren ; and in compliment to 
the city he intended to build, ſhe was called 
after the name he intended to give it; and ſo 
. there is always one of the daughters of her 
& ray & known by the name of Philadelphia. 
| Phe ſoon. came, and after a moſt friendly alter- 
3 1 gave up the point; breakfaſted, de- 
? 


rted, and in four days reached the city. 
A week after news came that a veſſel was 
arrived with Scotch emigrants. Mr. C. and J 
went to the dock to ſee them diſembark, It 
was a ſcene which inſpired me with a variety 
of thoughts: here are, ſaid I to my friend, 2 
number of people, driven by poverty, and 
other adverſe | cauſes, to a foteign land, in 
which they know nobody. The name of a 
ſtranger, inſtead of implying relief, n 

5 . | an 


2 
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and kindneſs, on. the contrary, co very 
different ideas, They — diſtreſſed; their 
minds are racked by a variety of 1 
ſions, fears and hopes. It was this 1 : 
ful ſentiment which has brought them here. 
If they are good people, I pray that heaven 
may realiſe them. Whoever were to ſee them 
thus gathered again in five or ſix years, would 
behold a more pleaſing fight, to which this 


would ſerve as a very powerful contraſt, By 


their honeſty, the vigour of their arms, and 
the benignity of government, their condition 
or tr they will be well 
e 


clad, fat, po 
which property confers ; they will become 
uſeful citizens. Some of their poſterity may 
act conſpicuous parts in our future American 
tranſactions : Moſt of them a pale and 
emaciated, from the * of the paſſ⸗ 
and the indifferent proviſion on which they 
had lived. The number of children ſeemed 


as great as that of the people; they bad all 


paid for being conveyed here. The captain 
told us they were a quiet, peaceable, and 
harmleſs people, who had never dwelt in cities. 


This was a valuable cargo; they ſeemed, 'a 


few excepted, to be in the full v of their 
lives, Several eitizens, impe either by 
ſpontaneous attachments, or motives of huma- 
nity, took many of them to their houſes ; the 
city, agreeable to its uſual wiſdom and huma- 
nity, ordered them all to be lodged in the 
barracks, and plenty of provifions to be giyen 
them. My friend pitched upon one alſo and 
led him to his houſe, with his wife, and a ſon. 
about fourteen years of age. The majority of 
them had contracted for "Tand 


of that manly confidence 


the year before, 
a 


* 
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by means of an agent; the reſt depended en- 
tirely upon chance;. and the one who followed 
us was of this laſt claſs, Poor man, he ſmiled 
on receiving the invitation, and gladly accepted 
it, bidding his wife and ſon do the: ſame, in a 
language which I did not underſtand, H 
gazed with uninterrupted attention on every 
thing he ſaw ; the houſes, the inhabitants, the 
Negros, and carriages : every thing appeared 
equally new *to him; and we went flow, in 
order to give him time to feed on this pleaſing 
variety. Good God! ſaid he, is this Phila- 
delohia, that bleſſed city of bread: and pro- 
_ viſions, of which we have heard ſo much? 1 
an told it was founded the fame year in which 
my father was born; why it is finer than Gree- 
nock and Glaſgow, which are ten times as old. 
It is ſb, ſaid my friend to him, and when thee 
haſt been here a month, thee. will foon ſee 
that it is the capital of a fine province, of which 
thee art going to be a citizen: Greenock enjoys 
neither ſuch a climateinor ſuch a ſoil. Thus we 
| lowly proceeded along, when we met ſeveral . 
large Lancaſter ſix-horſe waggons, juſt arrived 
from the country. At this ſtupendous fight he 
ſtopped: ſhort, and with great diffidence aſked 
us what was the uſe theſe' great movin 
houſes, and where thoſe big horſes came from 
Have you none ſuch at home, I aſked him ? 
Oh no; theſe huge animals would eat all the 
Fat of our iſland! We at laſt reached my 
iend's houſe, who in the glow of well- meant 
hoſpitality, made them all three ſit down to 
a good dinner, and gave them as much cyder 
as they could drink. God bleſs this country, 
and the good people it contains, ſaid he; this 
is the beſt meal's victuals I have made a long 
time, —I thank you kindly, What 
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What part of Scotland doſt thee come from, 
friend Andrew, faid Mr. C Some of us come 
from the main, ſome from the iſland of Barra he 
anſwered—T myſelf am a Barra man. I looked 
on the map, and by its latitude, r 
that it muſt be an inhoſpitable climate. What 
ſuort of land have you got there, T'aſked him? 
Bad enough, ſaid he; we have no ſuch trees as 1 
ſee here, no wheat, no kine, no apples, Then, 
I obſerved, that it muſt be hard for the poor 
to live. We have no poor, he anſwered, we 5 
are all alike, except our laird; but he cannot | 
help every body. Pray what is the name of © 
your laird ? Mr. Neiel, faid Andrew; the like 
of him is not to be found in any of the iſles 
his forefathers have lived there thirty 
tions ago, as we are told. Now, gent 9 ; 
you e ere 1 
it muſt be. But it is cold, the land is thin, 
and there were too many of us, which are the 
reaſons that ſome are come to ſeek their fbr - 
tunes here. Well, Andrew, what ſtep do you 
intend to take in order to become rich? I do 
not know, Sir; I am but an ignorant man, a 
ſtranger beſides I muſt rely on the advice of 
Chriſtians, they would not deceive me 
am ſure. I have brought with me a character 
from our Barra miniſter, can it do me any good 
here? Oh, yes; but your future "ſucceſs will 
depend entirely on your own conduct; if you are 
a ſober man, as the certificate ſays, laborious, 
and honeſt, there is no fear but that you will 
do well. Have you brought any money with 
you, Andrew? Yes, Sir, eleven guineas and 
an half, Upon my word it is a confiderable 
ſum for a Barra man; how came you by ſo 
much money ? Why ſeven years ago I 1 
i 5 a le- 
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a legacy of thirty-ſeven pounds from an unele, 
who loved me much; my wife brought me 
two guineas, when the laird gave her to me 
for a wife, which I have ſaved ever fince, I 


have ſold all I had; I worked in Glaſgow © | 


for ſome time. I am glad to hear you are ſo 
ſaving and prudent; be ſo ftill: you muſt go 
and hire yourſelf. with ſome good people; what 
$a you >? I can threſh a little, and handle 
e ſpade. Can you plough? Yes, Sir, with 
the little breaſt plough I have brought with 
me. Theſe won't do here, Andrew; you are 
an able man; if you are willing you will ſoon 
learn, I'II tell you what I intend to do; I'II 
ſend you to my houſe, where you ſhall ſta 
two or three weeks, there you, muſt- exerciſe 
yourſelf with the axe, that is the principal 
tool the Americans want, and particularly the 
back-ſettlers. Can your wife ſpin? - Yes, ſhe 
can. Well then as ſoon as you are able to 
handle the axe, you ſhall go and live with Mr, 
P. R. a. particular friend of mine, who. will 
give you four dollars per month, for the firſt 
x, and the- uſual price of five as long as you 
remain with him. I ſhall place your wife in 
another houſe, where ſhe ſhall receive half a 
dollar a week for ſpinning ; and your ſon a 
dollar a month to drive the team. You ſhall 
have beſides good victuals to eat, and good beds 
to lie on; will all this ſatisfy you, Andrew ? 
He hardly underſtood what I ſaid ; the. honeſt 
tears of gratitude fell from his eyes as he looked 
at me, and its expreſhons ſeemed to quiver on 
his lips. Though filent, this was ſaying a great 
deal; there was beſides ſomething extremely 
moving to ſee a man fix feet high, thus ſhed 
tears; and they did not leſſen the good opinion 
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] had entertained of him. At aſt he told me, 
that my offers were more than he deſerved, and 
that he would firſt begin to work for his vic- 
tuals. No, no; faid I, if you are careful and 
fober, and do what you can, you ſhall receive 
- What] told you, after you have ſerved a ſhort 
- apprenticeſhip -at my houſe. May God repay 
you for all your kindnefles, ſaid Andrew; as long 
as I live I ſhall thank you, and do what I' can 
for you, - A few days after I ſent them all 
three to —, by the return of ſome waggons, 
that he might have an opportunity of viewing, 
and convincing himſelf of the utility of thoſe 


machines which he had at fixſt ſo much admited, 


The further deſcriptions he gave us of the 
Hebrides in general, and of his native iſland 
in particular; of the cuſtoms and modes of 
living of the inhabitants; greatly entertained 
me. Pray is the ſterility of the ſoil the cauſe 
that there are no trees, or is it becauſe there 


are none planted? What are the modern fa- 


milies 'of all 'the kings of the earth, compared 
to the date of that of Mr. Neiel ? Admitting 
that each generation ſhould laſt but forty = 
this makes a period of 1200; an ex inary 
duration for the uninterrupted deſoent of any 
family! Agreeably to the deſcription 


gave us of countries, they ſeem to live 


according to the rules of nature, which gives 
them but bare ſubſiſtence; their conſtitutions are 
uncontaminated by any exceſs or effeminacy, 


which their ſoil refuſes. If their allowance of 


| food is not too ſcanty, they muſt all be healthy 
by perpetual temperance and exerciſe; if ſo, 
they are - amply: rewarded for their poverty. 
Could they have obtained but neceſſary food, 
they not have left it; for it was not in- 
5 | 5 E 5 conſe - 
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were well liked, and all. parties were - plea 
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conſequence of oppreſſion, either from their 
— or the government, that had 
I wiſh we had a colony of theſe 
— people ſettled in ſome parts of this 
province; their morals, their religion, ſeem 
to be as ſimple as their manners. This ſociety 
3 preſent an intereſting- ſpectacle could 
they be tranſported on a richer foil, But per- 
haps that ſoil would ſoon alter every thing ; 
for gur opinions, vices and virtues, are alto- 
gether local; we are machines faſhianed by 
every circumſtance around us. 
Andrew arrived at my houſe a week before 


1 did, and 1 found my wife, agreeable to my 


inſtructions, had placed the axe in his hands, 
as his firſt taſk. For ſome time he vas v 

aukward, but he was ſo docile, fo willing, and 
grateful, as well as his wife, that I foreſaw he 
would ſucceed: Agreeably to my promiſe, I 
put them all with different families, where th 


Andrew worked hard, lived well, grew fat, | 
and every Sunday came to pay me a viſit on. a 
good-horfe, which Mr. P. R. lent him. Poor 
man, it took him a long time ere he could fit 
on the ſaddle and hold the bridle properly. 1 
believe he had never before mounted ſuch: a 
beaſt, though I did not chooſe to aſk: him that 
queſtion, for fear it might ſuggeſt ſome mor- 
tify ing ideas. After having — twelve months 
at Mr. P. R's, and having received his own 
and his family's wages, which amounted to 
eighty - four dollars z he came to ſee me on a 
week day, and told me, that he was a man of 
middle age, and would willingly have land of 
his own, in order to procure him a home, as a 
* againſt old age: that whenever this pe- 


riod 
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riod ſhould come, his ſon, to whom he would 
give his land, would then maintain him, and 
thus live all together; he therefore required 

Ore | I thought: his deſire 
„and told him 
that he muſt re- 


ſented. 
enou for Andrew to begin clearing 
— ſuppoſing that he had made . 
chaſe; as it is always neceſſary that the leaves 
ſhould be out, in order that this additional 
combuſtible may ſerve to burn the heaps of 
bruſh more readily. bet s2 eee eee 
A few days after, it happened that the whole 
family of Mr, P. R. went to meeting, and 
left Andrew to take care of the houſe. ' While 
he was at the door, attentively reading the Bi- 
ble, nine Indians juſt come from the mountains, 
| ſuddenly made their appearance, and unloaded 
their packs of furrs. on the floor of the piazza. 
Conceive, if you can, what was Andrew's 
conſternation at this extraordinary fight | From 
the lar' appearance of theſe. people, the 
bridean took them for a lawleſs band 
come. to rob his maſter's houſe. He therefore, 
like a faithful guardian, precipitately withdrew, - 
and ſhut'the doors, but as moſt of our houſes 
are without locks, he was reduced to the neceſ- 
fity of fixing his knife over the latch, and then 
flew up ſtairs in queſt of a broad ſword. he had 
brought from Scotland. The Indians, who 
were Mr. P. R's particular friends, ed at 
his ſuſpicions and fears; they forcibly lifted 
the door, and ſuddenly took poſſeſſion of the 
houſe, got all the bread and meat they W 
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and ſat themſelves down by the fire. At th 
inſtant Andrew, with his broad ſword in h 
band, entered the room; the Indians earneſtly 
looking at him, and attentively watching his 
motions. After a very few reflections, Andrew 
found that his weapon was uſeleſs, when op- 
poſed to nine tomahawks; but this did not di- 
miniſh his anger, on the contrary; it grew 
greater on obſerving the calm impudence with. 

which they were devouring the family provi- 
fions. © Unable to reſiſt, he called them names 
in broad Scotch, and ordered them to deſiſt 
and be gone; to which the Indians (as they 
told me. afterwards) replied in their | equally 
broad idiom. It muſt have been a moſt unin- 

-  telligible altercation between this honeſt Barra 
man, and nine Indians who did -not much care 
for any thing he could ſay. At laſt he ventured 
to lay his hands on one of them, in. order to 
turn him out of the houſe. Here Andrew's 
fidelity got the better of his prudence; for 
the Indian, by his motions, threatened. to 
ſcalp him, while the reſt gave the war; hoop. 
This: horrid noiſe ſo effectually frightened poor 
Andrew, that, unmindful of his courage, of 
his broad ſword, and his intentions, he ruſhed 
out, left them maſters of the houſe, and diſ- 
appeared. I have heard one of the Indians ſay 
fince, that he never laughed ſo heartily in his 
life. Andrew at. a diſtance, ſoon recovered 
from the fears which had been inſpired by this 
infernal yell, and thought of no other remedy 
than to go to the meeting-houſe, which was 
about two miles diſtant. In the eagerneſs f 
his honeſt intentions, with looks of affright 
ſtill marked on his: countenance, he cal 
Mr. P. R. out, and told him with great vehe- 
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mence of ſtyle, that nine monſters were come 
to his houſe—ſome blue, ſome red, and ſoms 
black; that 170 had little axes in their hands 
out of which they ſmoked; and that like high- 
landers, no breeches ; that they were 
devouring a 1 his victuals, and that God only 
knew what they would do more. Pacify your- 
ſelf, ſaid Mr. P. R. my houſe is as ſafe with 
theſe E as if I was there myſelſ; as for . 
the victuals, they are heartily. welcome, honeſt 
Andrew; they are not people of much cere- 
mony ; they hel themſelves thus whenever 
they are among their friends ; 22 ſo too in 
their wigwhams, whenever I ir vile 
lage: you had better therefore 
the 5 of the ſermon, and when the 
meeting is over we will all go back in the Wage 
gon together. 

At cheir return, Mr. P. R. who ſpeaks the 
Indjan language very well, explained the whole 
matter; the Indians renewed their laugh, and 
ſhook hands with honeſt Andrew, ' whom they 
made to-ſmoke out of their pipes ; and thus 
peace was made, and ratifted according to the 
Indian cuſtom, by the calumet. 

| Soon after this — Avces the time . 
ed when I had promiſed Andrew my beſt aſſiſt- 
ance to ſettle him; for that purpoſe I went to 
Mr. A. V. in the . of —, who, I was 
informed, had purchaſed a. track of land, con- 
tiguous to — ſettlement. I gave him a 
faithful detail of the progreſs Andrew had made 
in the rural arts; of his honeſty, ſobriety, and 
gratitude, and refled him to-ſe him an hundred 
acres. This I cannot comply. with, ſaid Mr. 
A.V. but at the ſame time L will do better; I 


love N honeſt Europeans as much as 4 ö 


4 you 


— 
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do, and to ſbe them ponents you tell me 
he bas but one ſon; I will leaſe ther en hun- 
_ - dred acres for any term of years pleaſe, 

and make it more valuable bo; yo cotchman 
than if he was poſſoſſed of the — | 
that means he with what little money he 
has, buy a plough, à team, and ſome ſtock ; 
he will not be lncumbe with debts and 
mo ; what he raiſes will be his own; 
had he two or three ſons as able as himſelf, | 
— — - more eligible for him to 
purchaſe the fee le. 1 with you in 
opinion, and will n we de with 
me in a few days. 

Well, honeſt Andrew; me Mr. A A. V. in 
conſideration of your good name, I will let 
have an hundred acres of good arable 
and, that ſhall be laid out along a new road; 


there is a bridge already erected on the creek 


that paſſes through the land, and a fine ſwamp 
of about twenty acres. Theſe are my terms, 
I cannot ſell, but I will leaſe you the — 
that Mr. James, your friend, has aſked ;. the 
firſt ſeven years you ſhalt pay no rent, whatever 
ou ſow and reap, and plant and 
entirely your own; neither the king, govern- 
ment, nor — will have any elaim on 
_ proper the remaining part of the 
— = give me — dollars and 
- — ; and that is all you will have to 
pay * fichin the three firſt years you muſt 
plant fifty apple trees, and clear ſeven acres 
of ſwamp within the firſt part of the leaſe; it 
will be your own advant whatever you do 
more within that time, FPuin pay you er it, 
at the common rate of the country. The 
term of the leaſe ſhall be thirty years; how 


do 


er, hall 
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do you like it, Andrew? Oh, Sir, it is very 
good, but I am afraid, that the king or, his 
miniſters, or the governor, or ſome. of our 
great men, will come and take the land from 
me; your ſon may ſay to me, by and by, this 
is my father's land, Andrew, you muſt quit it. 
No, no, ſaid Mr. A. V. there is no ſuch ns > 
the king and his miniſters are too juſt to take , i 
the labour of a. poor fettler ; here we haue no 

reat men, but what are ſubordinate. to our 

ws; but to calm all your. fears, I will. give 

ou a leaſe, fo. that none can make you-afraid, 

f ever you are diſſatisſied with the land, a j 
of your own neighbourhood ſhall value 
your improvements, and you ſhall be paid 
agreeably to their verdict, You may ſell the 
leaſe, or if you die, you may previouſly diſpoſe 
of it, as if the land was your own. Expreſſive, 


yet inarticulate 0. was mixed in his coun» 


tenance, which ſeemed impreſſed with aſtoniſh» 
ment and confuſion, Do you - underſtand: me 
well, ſaid Mr. A. V? No, Sir, replied. An- 
drew, I know nothing of what you mean about 
leaſe, improvement, will, jury, &c. That is 
honeſt, we will explain theſe things to mou by 
and by. It muſt be confeſſed that thoſe were 
hard words, which he had: never heard in his 
lifez for by his own account, the ideas th 
convey would be totally uſeleſs in the iſlan 
of. Barra. No wonder, therefore that he w 
embarraſſed ; for how could the man who-h 
hardly a will of his own ſince he was born, ima» 
gine he could have one after his death? How 
could the perſon who never poſſeſſed any thing, 
conceive. that he could extend his new domi- 
nion over. this land, even after he ſhould. be 
laid in his grave? For my part, I * An- 
102 | rew's 
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1 drew's amazement did not imply any extraor- 

_ dinar of ignorance; he was an actor 
niere 
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intr upon a new ſcene, it required ſome 
time ere he could reconcile himſelf to the part 
he was to perform. However he was foon in- 
lightened, and introduced into thoſe myſteries 
with which we native Americans are but too 
well acquainted, | | | 


Here then is honeſt Andrew, inveſted with- 


every municipal advantage they confer; be- 
come a freeholder, poſſeſſed ＋ a vote, of a 


—ç of reſidence, a citizen of the province of 


nnſylvania. Andrew's'- original hopes and 
the diſtant proſpects he had formed in the iſland 
of Barra, were at the eve of being realiſed ; we 
therefore can eaſily forgive him a few ſponta- 

neous ejaculations, which would be uſeleſs to 
t. This ſhort tale is eaſily told; few words 


are ſufficient to deſcribe this ſudden - change of 
. fituation ; but in his mind it was gradual, and 


took him above a week before he could-be ſure, 


that without difburſing any money he could 


poſſeſs lands Soon after he prepared himſelf; 

lent him a barrel of pork, and 200 Ib. weight 
of meal, and made him purchaſe what was 
He ſet out, and hired a room in the houſe 
of a ſettler who lived the moſt contiguous to 
his own land. His firſt work was to clear ſome 
acres of ſwamp, that he might have a ſupply 
of hay the following year for his two horſes 


and cows. From the firft day he began to 


work, he was indefatigable ; his honeſty pro- 
cured him friends, and his induſtry the eſteem 
of his new neighbours. One of them offered 
him two acres of cleared land, whereon he 


might plant corn, pumpkins, ſquaſhes, * 
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ſew potatoes, that very ſeaſon. It is aſtoniſh- | 


ing how quick men will learn when they work 
for themſelves, I ſaw with pleaſure two months 
after, Andrew holding a two horſe-plough and 
tracing his furrows quite ſtraight; thus the ſpade 
man of the iſland of Barra was become the 
tiller of American ſoil. Well done, ſaid I, 
Andrew, well done; I ſee that God ſpeeds and 
directs your works; I ſee proſperity delineated 
in all your furrows and head lands. Raiſe this 

crop of corn with attention and care, and then 
you will be maſter of the art. - 


As he had neither mowing nor reaping to 
do that year, I told him that the time was come 


to build his houſe; ànd that for this purpoſe 
I would myſelf invite the neighbourhood to a 
frolick ; that thus he would have a 
ling erected, and ſome upland cleared i! 
day. M. P. R. his old friend, came at the 
time appointed, with all his hands, and brought 
victuals in plenty: I did the | ſame. - About 


forty people repaired to the ſpot; the ſongs, 
and merry ſtories went round the woods from 


cluſter ,to, cluſter, as the people had gathered 


to their different works; trees fell on all ſides, _ 


buſhes were cut up and heaped; and while 
many were thus employed, others with their 
teams hauled the big logs 
Andrew had pitched upon for the erection of 
his new dwelling. We all dined in the woods 
in the afternoon the logs were placed with 
ſkids, and the uſual contrivances: thus the 


rude houſe was raiſed, and above two acres of 


land cut up, cleared, and heaped. 1 0 
Whilſt all theſe different operations were 


performing, Andrew was abſolutely incapable 


of working; it was to him the moſt ſolemn 
s holiday 


- dwel- 
in one 


to the ſpot which 


l * 
- * ae, 4 
4 2 . 3 


though this new dwelling, erected in the 
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holiday he had ever ſeen; it would have been 
ſacrilegious in him to have defiled it with me- 
nial labour. Poor man, he ſanctified it with 
Joy and thankſgiving, and honeſt libations— 

went from one to the -other with the bottle 
in his hand, preſſing every body to drink, and 
drinking himſelf to ſhew the example. He 
ſpent the whole day in ſmiling, laughing, and 
eos. monoſyllables : his wife and fon were 
there alſo, but as they could not underſtand 
the language, their pleaſure muſt have been 
altogether that of the imagination. The power- 
ful lord, the wealthy merchant, on ſeeing the 
ſuperb manſion finiſhed, never can feel half 
the joy and real happinefs which was felt and 
enjoyed on that day by this honeſt Hebridean: 


midſt of the woods, was nothing more than a 
| ſquare incloſure, compoſed ' of t -four 
large clumſy Tops let in at the ends. hen 

the work was finiſhed, the company made the 
woods reſound with the noiſe of their three 


Cheers, and the honeſt wiſhes they formed for 


Andrew's proſperity. He could ſay nothing, 
but with thankful tears he ſhook hands with 
them all. Thus from the firſt day he had 
landed, Andrew marched towards this impor- 
tant event: this memorable day made the ſun 
ſhine on that land on which he was to ſow 
wheat and other grain. What fwamp he had 
cleared lay before his door; the eſſence of fu- 
ture bread, milk, and meat, were ſcattered all 
round him. Soon after he hired a carpenter, 
who put on a roof and laid the floors; in“ a 
week more the houſe was properly plaiſter- 
ed, and the chimney finiſhed, He moved 

into it, and purchaſed two cows, which 3 
; | - plenty 
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plenty of food in the woods—his hogs had the 
ſame advantage. That very year, he and his ſon 
ſowed three buſhels of wheat, from which he 


reaped ninety-one and a half; for I had ordered 


him to keep an exact account of all he ſnould 
raiſe, His firſt crop of other corn would have 
been as good, had it not been for the ſquirre#s, 
which were enemies not to be diſperſed by 


the broad. ſword, The fourth year I took an 


inventory of the wheat this man pofleſſed, 


which I ſend you. Soon after, further ſettle- | 


ments were made on that road, and Andrew, 
inſtead of being the laſt man towurds the wil- 


derneſe; found himſelf in- a few years in the 
middle of à numerous ſociety; He helped 
others as generouſly as others had helped him: 
and I have dined many times ar his table with 


ſeveral of his neighbours. The ſecond year 
he was made overſeer of the road, and ſerved 
on two petty juries, performing as a citizen 


all the duties required of him. The hiſtori- 


ographer of ſome great prince or general, 
does not bring his hero victorious to the end 


of a ſucceſsful campaign, with one half of the _ 


heart-felt pleaſure, with which I have con- 
ducted Andrew to the ſituatien he now en- 
joys: he is independent and eaſy. Triumph 
and military honours do not always impl 
thoſe two bleſſings. He is unincumbered wit 
debts, ſervices, rents, or any other dues ; the 
ſucceſſes of a_campaign, the laurels of war, 
muſt be purchaſed at the deareſt rate, which 
makes every cool reflecting citizen to tremble 
and ſhudder, _ By the literal account hereunto 
annexed, you will eafily be made acquainted 
with the happy effects which conſtantly flow, 
| in 


The account o 


„ HISTORY OF ANDREW, &c. 


in this country, from ſobriety and induſtry, 
when united with ood land and freedom. 

property he acquired 
wich his own hands and thoſe of his _ in 


four years, is as under: 


"The value of his improvements and | teaſe 22 
Six cows, at 13 dollars 


Two breedin | 
I y!ue reſt of the ſtock 

| Seventy-three buſhels of wheat 
Money due to him on notes 
Pork and beef in his cellar 
Wool and flax | 5 
Jeong and other utenſils of huſbandry * 


ae. Penn ſylvania currency—dollars bao 
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LETTER IV. 


7 * wes. 4 
„ OF THE ISLAND OF NANTUCKET, 
WIr THE MANNERS, CUSTOMS, POLICY, 
AND TRADE OF THE INHABITANTS. 


5 1 HE greateſt compliment that can be paid 
to the beſt of kings, to the wiſeſt miniſters, ox 
the moſt patriotic rulers, is to think, that 
the reformation of political abuſes, and the 
happineſs of their people are the grimary ed 
of their attention. Bat ales how . diſagree» | 
able muſt the work of reformation be; how - * | 

- dreaded the operation; for we hear of 6 
amendment: on the contrary, the t num- S* : 
ber of European emigrants, yearly coming 

over here, informs us, that the ſeverity f 
taxes, the injuſtice of laws, the tyranny of the $ 
rich; and the oppreflive avarice of the church; 
are as intolerable as ever. Will theſe calas "8 
mities have no end? Are not the great rulers - 
of the earth afraid of loſing, by degrees, their 
moſt uſeful ſubjects? This country, providens 1 

tially intended for the general aſylum of the 

85 71 will flouriſh by the oppreſſion of theit 

people; they will every day become better ae 
quainted with the happineſs we erer and. _ © 

Keel for the means of tranſporting, themſelyes 
here; in ſpite of all obſtacles and laws. To ©? 

what purpoſe then have ſo many uſeful HY 

+ and divine maxims been , tranſmitted to hh ang: 
from preceding ages ?—Are they all vain, al 
uſeleſs ? Muff buman nature ever be the ſport * 
of the few, and its many wounds remain un- 
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healed ? How happy are we here, in havin 
fortunately eſcaped the miſeries which nts 
our fathers; how thankful ought we to be, 


that they reared us in a land where fobriet 


and induſtry never fail to meet with the mo 


ample rewards! You have, no doubt, read 


- -/ (ſeveral hiſtories of this continent, yet there 


the world ; 


are a tho ſand facts, a thoufand explanations 
overlooked. Authors will certainly convey to 


you a geographical knowledge of this country; 
they will acquaint you with the æras of the ſe- 


veral ſettlements, the foundations of our towns, 
the ſpirit of our different charters, &c. yet they 
do not ſufficiently diſcloſe the genius of the 
people, their various cuſtoms, their modes of 
agriculture, the innumerable reſources which 
the induftrious have of raiſing themſelves to a 
comfortable and eaſy ſituation, Few of theſe 
writers have reſided here, and thoſe who have, 
had not pervaded every part of the country, 
nor carefully examined the nature and prin- 
ciples of our aſſociation. It would be a taſk 


_ . worthy a ſpeculative rms to enter intimately 
into ſituation an 
from Nova Scotia to Weſt Florida; and ſurely 


characters of the people, 


hiſtory cannot poſſibly preſent any ſubject more 


15 pleaſing to behold. Senſible how unable I am 
to lead you through ſo vaſt a maze, let us look 


attentively for ſome ſmall unnoticed corner; 
but where ſhall we go in queſt of ſuch an 
one? Numberleſs ſettlements, each diſtin- 
guiſhed by ſome peculiarities, preſent them- 
* on every ſide; all ſeem to realiſe the 
moſt ſanguine withes that a good man could 


form for the happineſs of his race. Here they 


live by — on the moſt plentiful coaſts in. 
ere they fell trees, by the ſides 


* 
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of large rivers, for maſts and lumber; here 
others convert innumerable logs into the beſt 
boards; there again others, cultivate the land, 
rear cattle, and clear large fields. Vet I have 
a ſpot in my view, here none of:qhefervecupa» 
tions are performed, which will, I hape, re- 
ward us for the trouble of inſpection; but 
though it is barren in its foil, infignificant in 
its extent, inconvenient in its ſituation, de- 

rived of materials for building; it ſeems to 
how been inhabited merely to prove what man- 


kind can do when happily governed! Here 1 


can point out to you exertions of the maſt ſuc 
ceſsful induſtry; inſtances of native ſagacity 
unaſſiſted hy ſeience.; the happy fruits of a we 
directed perſeverance. It is always a refreſhi 
ſpectacle to me, when in my review of the va» 
rious component parts of this immenſe ; zybole, 
J obſerve. the labours of its inhabitants ſingu- 
larly rewarded by nature; when 1 ſee them 

d out af their firſt difficulties, living 
with decency and eaſe, and conveying ta their 
poſterity that plentiful ſubſiſtence, which their 
fathers. have ſo deſervedly earned. But when 
their proſperity ariſes from the goodneſs of the 
climate, and fertility of the foil, | I 'partake 
of their happineſs, it is true; yet ſtay hut a 
little while with them, as they exhibit nothing 
but; what-is natural and comman. On the con- 
tracy, when I meet with barren ſpots fertilized, 
raſs growing where none grew before ; grain 
282 from fields which had hitherto pro- 
uced nothing better than bratables; dwelli 
raiſed where na building materials were to 
found wealth acquired by the. moſt unoommon 
means: chere I pauſe, to dwell on the favourite 
object of my ſpeculative inquiries. Mb 
enen | 


— — — ?! 
* 


furrow, or their rich vallies, with anxiety re- 
5 Co to the ſpot, where ſo many difficulties 
a 


from neceflity on the one ſide, / and from 
will on the other; and ever ſince, all has been 


protection; when they are permitted 722 
13 | Gt 
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do J leave the former to enjoy the odoriferous 


ve been overcome; where extraordinary ex- 


erxtions have produced extraordinary effects, and 
where every natural obſtacle has 


* 
- 
- 


oP 


by'a vigorous induſtry. 


of Nantucket—its inhabitants have no annals, 
for they are not a race of warriors. My fim- 
ple wiſh is to trace them throughout their pro- 
greſſive fteps, from their arrival here to this 
— hour; to enquire by what means they 


have raiſed themſelves from the moſt humble, 


to the caſe 


e moſt inſi 
and the weal 


icant beginnin 
they N 


you ſome idea of their cuſtoms, religion, man- 


ners, policy, and mode of living. 


Tuis happy ſettlement was not founded on 


intruſion, forcible entries, or blood, as ſo 
many athers have been; it drew its origin 


a ſcene of .uninterrupted e 
political, not religious broils ; neither diſputes 
with the natives, nor any other contentions, 
have in the leaſt agitated or diſturbed its de- 
tached ſociety, Yet the firſt founders knew 
nothing either of Lycurgus or Solon; for this 
ſettlement has not been the -work of eminent 


the accumulated 1 | 
lar eſtabliſhment has been effected by means 
of that native :induſtry and perſeverance. com- 


men or powerful legiſlators, forcing nature by 
rs of art. Aus ſingu- 


mon to all men, when they are protected by 


a government which demands but little for its 


de kar. 


I I want not to record the annals of the inland 
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a fyſtem of rational laws founded on perfect 
freedom. The mildneſs and humanity of ſuch 


a government neceſſarily implies that confi- 


dence which is the ſource of the moſt arduous 


undertakings and 222 ſucceſs. Would 
you believe that a ſandy ſpot, of about twenty- 
three thouſand acres, affording neither ſtones 


nor timber, meadows nor arable, yet can boaſt 


of an handſome town, conſiſting of more than 
500 houſes, ſhould poſſeſs above 200 fail of 
veſſels, conſtantly employ upwards of 2000 


ſeamen, feed more than 15,000 ſheep, 500 


cows, 200 horſes; and has ſeveral citizens 


worth 20,000]. ſterling! Yet all theſe facts 


are uncontroverted. Who would have imagin- 
ed that.any people ſhould have aba ndoned a 
fruitful and extenſive continent,” filled with 
the riches which the moſt ample vegetation af- 
fords ; replete with good ſoil, enamelled mea- 
dows, rich paſtures, every kind of timber, and 
with all other materials neceſſary to render 
life happy and comfortable: to come and inha- 
bit a little ſand-bank, to which nature had re- 
fuſed thoſe advantages; to dwell on a ſpot 
where there ſcarcely grew a ſhrub to announce, 
by the budding of its leaves, the arrival of the 
ſpring, and to warn by their fall the proximity 
of winter. Had this iſland been contiguous 
to the, ſhores of ſome ancient. monarchy, it 
would only have been occupied by a few 
wretched fiſhermen, who, opprefled by poverty, 
would hardly have been able to purchaſe or 
build little fiſhing barks ; always dreading the 
weight of taxes, or the ſervitude of men of 
war. Inſtead of that boldneſs of ſpeculation 
for which the inhabitants of this iſland are ſo 
remarkable, they _ fearfully have confined 


theme 


* 


Fa with Herculean labours, the riches it affords ; 
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' themſelves, within the narrow limits of the 
moſt trifling attempts; timid in their excurſi- 
ons, they never could have extricated them- 
ſelves from their firſt dificulties. This iſland, 
on the contrary, contains 5000 hardy people, 
who boldly derive. their riches from the element 
that ſurrounds them, and have been compelled 
by the ſterility of the ſoil to ſeek abroad for the 
means of ſubſiſtence. You muſt not imagine, 
from the recital of theſe facts, that they en- 
| ot excluſive privileges or royal charters, 
or that they were nurſed by particular immuni- 
ties in the "infancy of their ſettlement. No, 
their freedom, their ſkill, their probity, and 
perſeverance, have accompliſhed every thing, 
and brought them by degrees to the rank they 
now hold. I 2 
From this firſt ſketch, I hope that my par- 
tiality to this iſland will be juſtified. Perhaps 
you hardly know that ſuch an one exiſts in the 
neighbourhood of Cape Cod. What has hap- 
pened here, has and will happen every where 
elſe. Give mankind the full rewards of their 
induſtry, allow them to enjoy the fruit of their 
labour under the peaceable ſhade of their vines 
and fig-trees, leave their native activity un- 
ſhackled and free, like a fair ſtream without 
dams or other obſtacles; the firſt will fertilize 
the very ſand on which they tread, the other 
exhibit a navigable river, ſpreading plenty and 
chearfulneſs wherever the declivity of the 
round leads it. If theſe people are not famous 
For tracing the fragrant furrow on the plain, 
they plough the rougher ocean, they- gather 
from its ſurface, at an immenſe diſtance, and 


they go to hunt and catch that huge fiſh which 
dy its ſtrength and velocity one would 3 
| _ ought 
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-ought ta be beyond the reach of man. This 


iſland has nothing deſerving of notice but its 
inhabitants; here you meet with neither anci- 
ent monuments, ſpacious halls, ſolemn temples, 
nor elegant dwellings; not a citadel, nor any 
kind of . fortification, not even a battery to 
rend the air with its loud peals on any ſo- 
lemn occaſion. As for their rural improve- 


ments, they are many, but all of the moſt ſim- 
ple and uſeful kind. | 


The iſland of Nantucket, a map of whieh, 
drawn by Dr. James Tupper, ſon of the ſheriff - 
of the ifland, I ſend you incloſed, lies in lati- 


tude 41% 10'. 100 miles N. E. from Cape 


Cod; 27 N. from Hyanes or Barnſtable,” a 
town on the moſt contiguous part of the great 
1 21 miles W. by N. from Cape 5 
og, on the vineyard; 50 W. by N. from 
Wood's Hole, on Elizabeth Iſland; 80 miles 
N. from Boſton; 120 from Rhode Iſland ; 
800 S. from Bermudas. A table of references 
to the map is added below*. Sherborn is the 


F 2 only 

| * References to the Map of Nantucket. 

Point Coitou, 1 The Narrow Pond. | 
2 Brand Point, on which|t18 Quays, a valuable track 

ſtands the light-houſe, of land. | 
3 Eel Point. 19 Sheep Paſture. | 
4 Smith Point. P 20 The track called Pal 
s Bitter Eels Creeks, 21 The fiſhing houſes of Siaſ- 
6 Sia ſconcet Track. concet. 

Sandy Point. 22 Suſſacacher Pond. 
5 The town, docks, endjz3 Croſskaty Pond, full of 

wharfs, black ducks, 


9 Shoal Water Lagoon, whichſ]z 4 EaſtPond,famous for brants. 
ſupplies the inhabitants|25s The North Pond. 


with oyſters. 26 Tuckanuck Iſland, 
10 The Track of Croſekaty. 27 South Side Beach. 
11 Squam. 28 Matacut Harbour. 
12 Long Pond. 29 Kapan High Sand Cliffs. 
13 The Waſhing Pond, 39 The Cliffs, 
14 Miacomet Pond. 31 New Town Meadow, 


1s The Bar, nine feet water.j32 Tominè H ag hi 
18 Tetoukemah Lots, ground, TY * 
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only town on the iſland, which conſiſts of about 
530 houſes, that have been framed on the 
main; they are lathed and plaiſtergd within, 
handſomely painted and boarded without; each 
has a cellar underneath, built with ſtones fetch- 
ed alſo/from the main : they are all of a ſimilar 
conſtruction and appearance ; plain, and en-, 
tirely devoid of exterior or interior ornament. 
I obſerved but one which was built of bricks, 
belonging to Mr. ——, but like the reſt it is 
unadorned. The town ſtands on a riſing ſand- 
bank, on the weſt fide of the harbour, which 
is very ſafe from all winds. There are two 
laces of worſhip, one for the ſociety of 
Friends, the other for that of Preſbyterians ; 
and in the middle of the town, near the mar- 
ket-place, ſtands a ſimple building, which is 
the county court-houſe, The town regularly 
aſcends toward the country, and in its vicina 
they have ſeveral ſmall fields and gardens yearly 
manured with the dung of their cows, and the 
ſoil of their ſtreets. There are a good many 
cherry and peach trees planted in their ſtreets 
and in many other places; the apple tree does 
not thrive well, they have therefore planted 
but few. The iſland contains no mountains, 
yet is very uneven, and the many _ | aye 
and eminences with which it is filled, have 
formed in the ſeveral vallies a great variety - 
of ſwamps, where the Indian graſs and the blue 
bent, peculiar to ſuch ſoils, grow with tole- 
rable luxuriancy. Some of the ſwamps abound 
with peat, which ſerves the poor inſtead of 
fire-wood. There are fourteen ponds on this 
iſland, all extremely uſeful, ſome lying tranſ- 
verſely, almoſt acroſs it, which greatly helps 
to divide it into partitions for the uſe of their 
| cattle ; 
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, eattle; others abound with peculiar fiſh and 
ſea fowls. Their. ſtreets are not paved, but 
this is attended with little inconvenience; as it 
is never crouded with country carriages; and 
thoſe they have in the town are ſeldom made 
uſe of but in the time of the coming in and 
before the ſailing of the flects. At my firſt 
landing I was much ſurpriſed at the diſagree= . 
able ſmell which ſtruck me in many parts of 
the town; it is cauſed by the whalz oil, and 
is unavoidable; the neatneſs ptculiar to theſe 
people can neither remove or prevent it. There 
are near the wharfs a great many ſtorehouſes, 
where their ſtaple commodity is depoſited, as 
well as the innumerable materials which are al- 
ways wented to repair and fit out ſo many 
whale -n.cn. They have three docks, each three 
hundred fret long, and extremely convenient; 
at the Lead of which there are ten feet of water. 
Theſe docks are built like thoſe in Boſton, of 
logs fetched from the continent, filled with 
ſtones, and covered with ſand. Between theſe 
docks and the town, there is room ſufficient 
for the landing of goods and for the paſſage of 
their numerous carts; for almoſt every man 
here has one: the wharfs to the north and' 
ſouth of the docks, are built of the ſame ma- 
terials, and give a ſtranger, at his firſt land- 
ing, an high idea of the proſperity of. theſe 
people; and there is room around theſe three 
docks for 300 ſail of veſſels. When their fleets 
have been ſucceſsful, the buſtle and hurry of 
buſineſs on this ſpot for ſome days after their ar- 
rival, would make you imagine, that Sherborn 
is the capital of a very 0. and large pro- 
vince. On that point of land, which forms 
the weſt ſide of the harbour, ſtands a wy 2 
| ight- 
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light-houſe 5 the oppoſite peninſula, - call ed 


85 Coitou, ſecures it from the moſt dangerous 


winds. There are but few gardens and arable 
fields in the neighbourhood of the town, for 
nothing can be more ſterile and ſandy than 
this part of the iſland ; they have however with 
unwearied perſeverance, by bringing a variety 
of manure, and by cow-penning, enriched ſe- 
yeral ſpots where they raiſe Indian corn, pota- 
toes, pumkins, turnips, &c. On the higheſt 
part of this ſandy eminence, four windmills 
grind the grain they raiſe-or import ; and con- 
tiguous to them their rope walk is to be ſeen, 
ere full half of their cordage is manufactured. 
Between the ſhores of the harbour, the docks 
and the town, there is a moſt excellent piece of 
meadow, - incloſed and manured with ſuch coſt 
and pains as ſhew how neceſſary and precious 
raſs is at Nantucket, Towards the point of 
3 the iſland is more level and the ſoil 
better; and there they have conſiderable lots 
well fenced and richly manured, where they 
diligently raiſe their yearly crops. There are 
but very few farms on this iſland, becauſe there 
are but very few ſpots that will admit of culti- 
vation without the aſſiſtance of dung and other 
manure; which is very expenſive to fetch from 
the main. ' This ifland was patented in the 
year 1671, by twenty-ſeven proprietors, under 
the province of New-York ; which then claim- 
ed all the iſlands from the Neway Sink to Cape 
Cod. They found it ſo univerſally barren and 
ſo unfit for cultivation, that they mutually 
agreed not to divide it, as each cauld neither 
live on, nor improve that lot which might fall 
to his ſhare, They then caſt their eyes on 
the ſea, and finding themſelves obliged to be- 
come 
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come fiſhermen, they looked for a harbour, 
and having found one, they determined to build 

a town in its neighbourhood and to dwell to- 
gether. For that purpoſe they ſurveyed as much 
ground as would afford to each what is gene- 
rally called here a home- lot. Forty acres were 
thought fufficient to anſwer this double purpoſe; - 
for to what end ſhould they covet more land 
than they could improve, or even incloſe; not 
being poſſeſſed of a ſingle tree, in the whole 
extent of their new dominion. This was all 
the territorial property they alloted ; the reſt 
they agreed to hold in common, and ſeeing that 
the ſcanty grafs of the iſland might feed ſheep; 


they agreed that each proprietor ſhould be en- 
titled to feed on it if he pleaſed 560 ſheep. By 


this agreement, the national ſtock was to con- 


fiſt of nt, that is the undivided part of 
the Iſland was by ſuch means ideally diviſible 
into as many parts or ſhares ; to which never- 
theleſs no certain determinate quantity of Jand 
was affixed : for they knew not how much the 
iſland contained, nor could the moſt judicious 
ſurveyor fix this ſmall quota as to quality and 
quantity. Further they agreed, in caſo the 
45 ſhould grow better by feeding, that then 
our ſheep ſhould repreſent a cow, and two 
cows a horſe: ſuch was the method this wiſe 
people took to enjoy in common their new ſet- 
tlement ; ſuch was the mode of their firſt eſta- 
bliſhment, which may be truly and literally 
called a paſtoral one. Several hundred of ſheep- 
paſture titles have ſince been divided on thoſe 
different tracks, which are now cultivated ; the 
reſt by inheritance and intermarriages have 
been ſo ſubdivided that it is very common for a 
girl to have no other portion but her outſet _ 
our 
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four ſheep paſtures or the privilege of feeding a 
cow. But as this 1 is founded on an 
ideal, though real title to ſome unknown piece 
of land, which one day or another may be 
aſcertained ; theſe . ſbecp-paſture titles ſhould con- 
vey to your imagination, ſomething more va- 
luable and of greater credit than the mere ad- 
vantage ariſing from the benefit of, a cow, 
which in that caſe would be no more. than a 
right of commonage. 'Whereas, here as Jabour 
grows cheaper, as misfortunes from their ſea 
- adventurcs may happen; each perſon poſſeſſed 
6f a ſufficient number of theſe ſhcep-paſture 
titles, may one day realize them on ſome pe- 
culiar ſpot, ſuch as ſhall be adjudged by the 
council of the proprietors to be adequate to 
their value; and this is the reaſon that theſe 
people very unwillingly ſell thoſe ſmall rights, 
and eſteem them more than you would imagine, 
They are the repreſentation of a future free- 
hold, they cheriſh in the mind of the poſſeſſor 
a latent, though diſtant, hope, that by his ſue- 
ceſs in his next whale ſeaſon, he may be able 
to pitch on ſome predileted ſpot, and there 
build himſelf a home, to which he may retire, | 
and ſpend the latter end of his days in peace, 
A council of proprietors always exiſts in this 
iſland, who decide their territorial differences; 
their titles are recorded in the books of the 
county, which this towi repreſents, as well as 
every conveyance of lands and other ſales. 
This ifand furniſhes the naturaliſt with few 
or no objects worthy obſervation : it appears 
to be the uneven ſummit of a ſandy ſubmarine 
mountain, covered here and there with ſorrel, 
graſs, a few cedar buſhes, and ſcrubby oaks ; 
their ſwamps are much mote valuable for the 
peat 
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peat they contain, than for the trifling paſture 
of their ſurface ; thoſe declining grounds which 
lead to the ſea-ſhores abound with beach graſs, 
a light fodder when cut and cured, but very 
good when fed green. On the eaſt fide of the 
iſland they have ſeveral tracks of ſalt graſſes, 
which being carefully fenced, yield a conſide- 
rable quantity of that wholeſome fodder. A- 
mong the many ponds or Jakes with which this 
iland abounds, there are ſome which have 
been made by the intruſion of the ſea, ſuch as 
Wiwidiah, the Long, the Narrow, and ſeve- 
ral others; conſequently thoſe are ſalt and the 
others freſh. The former anſwer two conſider- 
able purpoſes, firſt by enabling them to fence 
the iſland with greater facility ; at peculiar high 
tides a great number of fiſh enter into them, 
where they feed and grow large, and at ſome 
known ſeaſons of the year the inhabitants aſ- 
ſemble and cut down the ſmall bars which the 
waves always throw up. By theſe eaſy means 
the waters of the pond are let out, and as the 
fiſh follow their native element, the inhabitants 
with proper nets catch as many as they want, 
in their way out, without any other trouble, 
Thoſe which are moſt common, are the ſtreak. , 
ed baſs, the blue fiſh, th@ tom-cod, the mack- 
arel, the tew-tag, the herring, the flounder, 
eel, &c. Fiſhing is one of the greateſt diver- 
ſions the iſland affords. At the weſt end lies 
the harbour of Mardiket, formed by Smith 
Point on the ſouth-weſt, by Eel Point on the 
north, and Tuckanut Iſiund on the north-weſt ; _ 
but it is neither ſo fafu nor has it ſo good an- 
choring ground, as that near which the town 
ſtands, . Three ſmall creeks run into it, which 
yield the bittereſt eels J have cver taſted. Be- 
| F 5 | tween 
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tween the lotts of Palpus on the eaſt, ' Barry's 
Valley and Miacomet pond on the ſouth, and 
the narrow pond on the weſt, not far from 
Shemah Point, they have a conſiderable track 
of even ground, being the leaſt ſandy, and the 
beſt on the iſland. It is divided into ſeven 
fields, one of which is planted by that part 
of the community which are entitled to it. 
This is called the common plantation, a ſim- 
ple but uſeful expedient, for was each holder 
of this track to fence his property, it would 
require a prodigious quantity of poſts and rails, 
which you muſt remember are to be purchaſed 
and fetched from the main. Inſtead of thoſe 
private ſubdiviſions each man's allotment of 
land is thrown into the general field which is 
fenced at the. expence of the parties; within it 
every one does with his own portion of the 
ground whatever he pleaſes. This apparent 


community ſaves a very material expence, a 


great deal of labour, and perhaps raifes a ſort 
of emulation among them, which -urges every 
one to fertilize his — with the greateſt care 
and attention. Thus every ſeven years the 
whole of this track is under cultivation, and 
enriched by manure and ploughing yields after- 
wards excellent paſture; to which the town 
cows, amounting to 500, are daily led by the 
town ſhepherd, and as regularly drove back 
in the evening. There each animal eaſily finds 
the houſe to which it belongs, where they are 
ſure to be well rewarded for the milk they give, 
by a preſent of bran, grain, or ſome farinace- 
ous preparation; their œconomy being very 
great in that reſpect, Theſe are commonly 
called Tetoukemah lotts. You muſt not ima- 
gine that every perſon on the iſland is either a 


land- 
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land- holder, or concerned in rural operations; 
no, the greater part are at ſea, buſily employed 
in their different fiſheries; others are mere 
ſtrangers, who come to ſettle as handicrafts, 
mechanics, &c. and even among the natives 
few are poſſeſſed of determinate ſhares of land: 
for en in ſea affairs, or trade, they are 
ſatisfied with poſſeſſing a few ſheep — 
by means of which — may have perhaps one 
or two cows. Many have but one, for the 

t number of children they have, has cauſed 
uch ſubdiviſions of the original proprietorſhip 
as is ſometimes puzzling to trace; and ſeveral 
of the moſt fortunate at ſea, have'purchaſed and 
realized a great number of theſe original paſ- 
ture titles. The beſt land on the iſland is at 
Palpus, remarkable for nothing but a houſe of 
entertainment. Quayes is a [ma]l but valuable 
track, long ſince purchaſed by Mr. Coffin, 
where he Has erected the beſt houſe on the 
iſland. By long attention, proximity of the 
ſea, &e. this fertile ſpot has been well ma- 
nured, and is now the garden of Nantucket.. 
Adjoining to it on the welt fide there is a ſmall 
ſtream, on which they have erected a fulling 
mill; on the eaſt is the lott, known by the 
name of Squam, watered likewiſe by a ſmall 
rivulet, on which ſtands another fulling mill.. 
Here is fine loomy ſoil, producing excellent 
' clover, which is mowed twice a year. ' Theſe 
mills prepare all the cloth which is made here : 
you may eaſily ſuppoſe that having ſo large a 
flock of ſheep, they abqund in wool ; part of 
this they export, and the reſt is ſpun by their 
induſtrious wives, and converted into ſubſtan- 
tial garments, To the ſouth-eaſt is a great 
diviſion of the iſland, fenced by itſelf, 2 
1 
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by the name of Siaſconcet lott. It is a ve 
uneven - track of ground, abounding with 
ſwamps ; here they turn in their fat cattle, or 
ſuch as they intend to ſtall- feed, for their win- 
ter's proviſions. *It is on the ſhores of this part 
of the iſland, near Pochick Rip, where they 
catch their beſt fiſh, ſuch as ſea baſs, tew-tag, 
or black fiſh, cod, . ſmelt, perch, ſhadine, 

» pike, &c. They have erected a few fiſhing 
houſes* on this ſhore, as well as at Sankate's 
Head, and Suſſakatche Beach, where the fiſher- 
men dwell in the fiſhing ſeaſon. Many red 
cedar buſhes and beach graſs grow on the pen- 
inſula of Coitou; the ſoil is light and ſandy, 
and ferves as a receptacle for rabbits. It is 
here that their ſheep find ſhelter in the ſnow 

- ſtorms of the winter. At the north end of 
' Nantucket, there is a long point of land, pro- 
jecting far into the ſea, called Sandy Point; 
nothing grows on it but plain graſs; and this 
is the place from whence they often catch por- 
poiſes and ſharks, by a very ingenious me- 
_thod. On this point they commonly drive 
their horſes in the ſpring of the year, in order 
to feed on the graſs it bears, which is uſeleſs 
| when arrived at maturity. Between that point 
- and the main iſland they have a valuable ſalt 
| meadow, called Croſkaty, with a pond of the 
ſame name famous for black ducks. Hence 
we muſt return to Squam, which abounds in 
clover and herds graſs; thoſe who poſſeſs it 
follow no maritime occupation, and therefore 
negle& nothing that can Tender it fertile and 
profitable. The reſt of the undeſcribed part of 
the iſland is open, and ſerves as a common 
paſture for their ſheep, To the weſt of the 
 iflandis that of Tackanuck, where in the ſpring 
pe 5 their 
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their young cattle are driven to feed; it has a 
few oak buſhes and two freſh water ponds, 
abounding with teals, brandts, and man 
other ſea fowls, brought to this iſland by the 
proximity of their ſand banks and ſhallows 
where thouſands are ſeen feeding at low-water. 
Here they have neither wolves nor foxes; thoſe 
inhabitants therefore who live out of town, 
raiſe with all ſecurity as much poultry as they 
want; their turkeys are very large and excel 
lent. In ſummer this climate is extremely 
pleaſant; they are not expoſed to the ſcorchi 
ſun of the continent, the heats being — 
by the ſea breezes, with which they are perpe- 
tually refreſned. In the winter, however, they 
pay ſeverely for thoſe advantages; it is ex- 
tremely cold; the north-weſt wind, the tyrant 
of this country, after having eſcaped from our 
mountains and foreſts, free from all impedi- 
ment in its ſhort paſſage, blows with redoubled 
force and renders this iſland bleak and uncom- 
fortable. On the other hand, the goodneſs of 
their houſes, the ſocial hoſpitality of their 
fireſides, and their good cheer, make them am- 
ple amends for the ſeverity of the ſeaſon; nor 
are the ſnows ſo deep as on the main. The 
neceſſary and unavoidable inactivity of that 
ſeaſon, combined with the vegitative reſt of 
nature, force mankind to ſuſpend their toils : 
often at this ſeaſon more than half the inhabi- 
tants of the iſland are at ſea, fiſhing in milder 
latitudes. 8 _. g | 
This iſland, as has been already hinted, ap- 
pears to be the ſummit of ſome huge 1andy 
mountain, affording ſome acres. of dry land 
for the habitation of man; other ſubmarine 
ones lie to the ſouthward of this, at different 
depths 
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depths and different diſtances. This dangerous 
region is well known to the mariners by the 
name of Nantucket Shoals: theſe are the bul- 
warks which ſo powerfully defend this iſland 
from the impulle of the mighty ocean, and re- 
pel the force of its waves; which, but for the 
accumulated barriers, would ere now have 
diſſolved its foundations, and torn it in pieces. 
Theſe are the banks which afforded to the 
firſt inhabitants of Nantucket their daily ſub- 
ſiſtence, as it was from theſe ſnoals that they 
drew the wy of that wealth which they now 
poſſeſs; and was the ſchool] where they firit 
learned how to venture farther, as the fiſh of 
their coaſt receded. The ſhores of this iſland 
abound with the ſoft-ſhelled, the hard-ſhelled, 
and N ſea clams, a moſt nutricious ſhell- 
fiſh. Their ſands, their ſhallows are covered 
with them ; they multiply ſo faſt, that they are 
a a never failing reſource. Theſe and the great 
variety of fiſh they catch; conſtitute the prin- 
cipal food of the inhabitants. It was likewiſe 
that of the aborigines, whom the firſt ſettlers 
found here; the poſterity of whom ſtil] live to- 
ther in decent - houſes along the ſhores of 
1 pond, on the ſouth ſide of the iſland. 
They are an induſtrious, harmleſs race, as ex- 
pert and as fond of a ſeafaring life as their fel- 
Jo inhabitants the whites. Co before their 
arrival they had been engaged in petty wars 
* againſt one another; the latter brought them 
peace, for it was in queſt of peace that they 
abandoned the main. This iſland was then 
ſuppoſed to be under the juriſdiction of New- 
York, as well as the iflands of the Vine- 
yard, Elizabeth's, &c. but have been ſince 
adjudged to be a part of the province of Maſ- 
ſachuſets- 
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ſachuſets-Bay. This gs of juriſdiction 
procured them that peace they wanted, and 
which their brethren had ſo long refuſed them 
in the days of their religious frenzy: thus 
have enthuſiaſm and perſecution both in Europe 
as well as here, been the cauſe of the moſt ar- 
duous undertakings, and the means of thoſe 
rapid ſettlements which have been made along 
= thefe extended ſea-ſhores. This iſland, having 
been ſince incorporated with the neighbouring 
province, is become one of its counties, known 
by the name of Nantucket, as well as the iſland 
of the Vineyard, by that of Duke's O_ 
They enjoy here the ſame municipal eſtabli 
ment in common With the reſt; and therefore 
every requiſite officer, ſuch as ſheriff, juſtice 
of the peace, ſuperviſors, aſſeſſors, conſtables, 
overſeer ' of the poor, &c. Their taxes are 
proportioned to thoſe of the metropolis, they 
are levied as with us by valuations, agreed on 
and fixed, according to the laws of the pro- 
vince; and by aſſeſſments formed by the aſſeſ- 
ſors, who are yearly choſen by the people, and 
whoſe office obliges them to take either an oath 
or an affirmation. Two thirds of the magiſ- 
trates they have here are of the ſociety of Friends, 
Before I enter into the further detail of this 
people's government, induſtry, mode of living, 
&c. I think it neceſſary to give you a ſhort 
ſketch of the political ſtate the natives had been 
in, a few years preceding the arrival of the 
whites among them. They are haſtening to- 
wards a total annihilation, and this may be per- 
haps the laſt compliment that will ever be paid 
them by any traveller. They were not extir- 
ated by fraud, violence, or injuſtice, as hath 
Jac the caſe in fo many provinces ; . on the 
| contrary, 
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contrary, they have bech treated by theſe peo. 


ple as brethren; the peculiar genius of their 


ſet inſpiring them with the ſame ſpirit of mo- 
deration which was exhibited at Penſylvania. 
Before the arcival of the Europeans, they lived 
on the fth of their ſhores ; and it was from the 
ſame reſources the firſt ſettlers were compelled 
to draw their firſt ſubſiſtence. y is uncertain 
whether the original right of the Earl. of Ster- 
ling, or that of the Duke of York, was found- 
ed on a fair purchaſe of the ſoil or not; what- 
ever injuſtice might have been committed in 
that reſpect, cannot be charged to the account 
of thoſe Friends who purchaſed from others 


who no doubt founded their right. on Indian 


grants: and if their numbers are now ſo de- 
\ creaſed, it muſt not be attributed either to ty- 
ranny or violence, but to ſome of thoſe cauſes, 
which have uninterruptedly produced the ſame 
effects from one end of the continent to the 
other, wherever both nations have been mixed. 
This inſignificant ſpot, like the ſea-ſhores of 
the great peninſula, was filled with theſe peo- 
ple; the great plenty of clams, oyſters, and 
other fiſh, on which they lived, and which they 
eaſily catched, had ! 

numbers. tiiſtory does not inform us what 
particular nation the aborigines of Nantucket 
were of; it is however very probable that they 
anciently emigrated from the oppoſite eoaſt, 
perhaps from the Hyannees, which is but twen- 
ty-ſeven miles diſtant. As they then ſpoke and 
FA ſpeak the Nattick, it is reaſonable to ſup- 
poſe that. they muſt have had ſome affinity with 
that nation; or elſe that the Nattick, like the 
Huron, in the north-weſtern parts of this con- 


tinent, muſt have been the moſt prevailing one 


mn 


igiouſſy increaſed their | 
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in this region. Mr. Elliot, an eminent New 
England divine, and one of the firſt founders 
of that great colony, tranſlated the Bible into 
this language, in the year 1666, which was 
printed ſoon after at Cambridge, near Boſton; 
he tranſlated alſo the catechiſm, and many 
other uſeful books, which are ſtill very common 
on this iſland, and are daily made uſe of by 
thoſe Indians who are taught to read. The 
oung Europeans learn it with the ſame faci- 
liey as their own tongues ;/ and ever after ſpeak 
it both with eaſe and fluency. Whether the 
preſent Indians are the deſcendants of the an- 
cient natives of the iſland, or whether they are 


the remains of the many different nations which 


once inhabited the regions of Maſhpè and Nobſ- 
cuſſet, in the peninſula now known by the name 
of Cape Cod; n one can poſicively tell, not 
even themſelves. The laſt cpinioa ſeems. to 
be that of the moſt ſenſib!2 people of the iſland. 
So prevailing is the diſpcſtiion of man to quar- 
rel, and to ſhed blood; fo prune is he to divi-, 
ſions and parties; that cyen the ancient natives 
of this little ſpot wer. f parated into two come. 
munities, invcterately waging war againſt each 
other, like the more powerful tribes of the 
continent. What do you imagine was the cauſe 
of this national quarrel? All the coaſt of their 
iſland equally abounded with the ſame quantity 
of fiſh and clams; in that inſtance there could 
de no jealouſy, no motives to anger; the coun- 
try or d them no game; one would think 
this ought to have been the country of harmo- 
ny and p ace. But behold the ſingular deſtiny 
of the hun an kind, ever inferior, in many in- 
ſtances, to th: more certain inſtin& of animals; 
among which the individuals of the ſame ſpe- 
cles 
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cies are always friends, though reared in differ- 
ent climates: they underſtand the ſame lan- 
guage, they ſhed not each other's blood, hey 
eat not each other's fleſh, That part of theſe 
rude people who lived on the eaſtern ſhores of 
the iſland, had from time immemorial tried to 
deſtroy thoſe who lived on the weſt ; thoſe latter 
inſpired with the ſame evil genius, had not been 
behind hand in retaliating : thus was a perpe- 
tual war ſubſiſting between theſe people, found- 
ed on no other reaſon, but the adventitious place 
of their nativity and reſidence. In proceſs of 
time both parties became ſo thin and depopu- 
lated, that the few who remained, fearing leſt 
their race ſhould become totally extinct, fortu- 
nately thought of an expedient which prevented 
their entire annihilation, Some years before the 
Europeans came, they mutually agreed to ſettle 
a partition line which ſhould divide the iſland 
from north to ſouth; the people. of the weſt 
agreed not to kill thoſe of the eaſt, except they 
were found tranſgreſſing over the weſtern part 
of the line; thoſe of the laſt entered into a 
reciprocal agreement. By theſe ſimple means 
peace was eſtabliſhed among them, and this is 
the only record which ſeems to entitle them to 
the denomination of men. This happy ſettle- 
ment put a ſtop to their ſanguinary depredati- 
ons, none fell afterward but a few raſh impru- 
dent individuals; on the contrary, they mul- 
tiplied greatly. But another misfortune await- 
eld them; . the Europeans came they caught 
the ſmall pox, and their improper treatment 
of that diſorder ſwept away great numbers: 
this calamity was ſucceeded by the uſe of rum; 
and theſe are the two principal cauſes which 
ſo much diminiſhed their numbers, not _, 
| ere 


9 
* 


NANTUCKET. 115 


here but all dver the continent. In ſome places 
whole nations have diſappeared. Some years 
ago three Indian canoes, on their return to 
Detroit from the falls of Niagara, unluckil 
got the ſmall pox from the Europeans with 
whom they had-traded. It broke out near the 
long point on leak Erie, there they all periſhed ; 


their canoes, and their goods, were afterwards 


found by ſome travellers journeying the ſame 
way; their dogs were ſtill alive. Befides the 
ſmall pox, and the uſe of ſpirituous liquors, 
the two greateſt curſes they have received from 
us, there is a ſort of phyſical antipathy, which 
is equally powerful from one end of the conti- 
nent to the other. Wherever they happen to 
be mixed, or even to live in the neighbour» 
hood of the Europeans, they become expoſed 
to a variety of accidents and misfortunes to 
which they always fall victims: ſuch are par- 
ticular feyers, to which they were ſtrangers 
before, and ſinking into a fingular ſort of in- 
dolence and floth. This has been invariably 
the caſe wherever the ſame aſſociation has taken 
ace; as at Nattick, Maſhpe, Soccanoket 
in the bounds of Falmouth, Nobſcuſſet, Hour- 
atonick, Monhauſet, and the Vineyard. Even 
the Mohawks themſelves, who were once ſo 
populous, and ſuch renowned warriors, are 
now reduced to leſs than 200 ſince the Europe- 
an ſettlements have circumſcribed the territo- 
ries which their anceſtors had reſerved. Three 
years before the arrival of the Europeans at 
Cape Cod, a frightful diſtemper had ſwept 
away 2 great many along its un which made 
the landing and intruſion of our forefathers 
much eaſier than it otherwiſe might have been. 
In the year 1763, above half of the — 
18 
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this iſland periſhed by a ſtrange fever, which 
the Europeans who nurſed them never caught ; 
they appear to be a race doomed to recede and 
diſappear before the ſuperior genius of the 
Europeans. The only ancient cuſtom of theſe 
people that is remembered is, that in their mu- 
tual exchanges, forty ſun-dried clams, ſtrung 
on a ſtring, paſſed for the value of what might 
be called a copper. They were ſtrangers to 
the uſe and value of wamp:m, ſo well known 
to thoſe of the man. The few families now 
remaining are meek and harmleſs ; their ancient 
ferocity is gone: they were early chriſtianized 
by the New England miſſionaries, as well as 
thoſe of the Vineyard, and of ſeveral other 
parts of the Maſſachuſets; and to this day they 
remain ſtrict obſervers of the laws and cuſtoms 
of that religion, being carefully taught while 
young. Their ſedentary life has led them to 
this degree of civilization much more effectu- 
ally, than if they had ſtill remained hunters, 
. They are fond of the ſea, and expert mariners. 
They have learned from the Quakers the art 
of catching both the cod and whale, in con- 
ſequence of which, five of them always make ; 
part of the complement of men requiſite. to 
fit out a whale-boat. Many have removed hi- 
ther from the Vineyard, on which account they 
are more numerous on Nantucket, than any 
where elſe. 5 | 
It is ſtrange what revolution has happened 
among them in Jeſs than two hundred yeaus ! 
What is become of thoſe numerous t ibes which 
formerly inhabited the extenſive ſhores of the 
reat bay of Maſſachuſets? Even from Num- 
eag (Salem), Saugus (Lynn), Shawmut ( Boſ- 
9 Pataxet, Napouſet (Milton), . | 
NET ( or- 
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(Dorcboter), vide, (Chelſea), Poinfe 


akinoket (New Plymouth), Suecanoffet (Fal- 


mouth), Titicut (Chatham), Nobſcuſſet (Yar- 
mouth), Nauſſit ( Eartham), Hyanneès ( Barn- 
fable), &c. and many others who lived on ſea- 
ſhores of above three hundred miles in length; 
without mentioning thoſe powerful tribes which 


once dwelt, between the rivers Hudſon, Con- 


necticut, Piſkataqua, and Kennebeck, the 
Mthikaudret, Mohiguine, Pequods, Narragan- 
ſets, Nianticks, Maſſachuſets, Wamponougs, 
Nipnets, Tarranteens, &c.—They are gone, 
and every memorial of them is loſt; no veſtiges 
whatever are left of thoſe ſwarms which once 
inhabited this country, and repleniſhed both 
ſides of the great peninſula of Cape Cod: not 
even one of the 1 of the famous Maſ- 
conomeo is left (the ſachem of Cape Ann); 
not one of the deſcendants of Maſſaſoit, father 
of Metacamet (Philip), and Wamſutta ( Alex- 
ander), he who firſt conveyed ſome lands to the 
Plymouth Company. They have all diſap- 
peared either in the wars which the Europeans 
carried on againſt them, or elſe they have 
mouldered away, gathered in ſome of their an- 
cient towns, in contempt and oblivion: no- 
thing remains of them all, but one extraordi- 
nary monument, and even this they owe to the 
induſtry and religious zeal of the Europeans, 
I mean the Bible tranſlated into the Nattick 


tongue, Many 'of theſe tribes giving oy to 
to 


the ſuperior power of the whites, reti 
their ancient villages, collecting the ſcattered 


remains of nations once populous ; and in their 
2 of lands reſerved to themſelves and po- 

rity certain portions, which lay contiguous 
to them, - There forgetting their ancient man- 


ners, 
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ners, they dwelt in peace; in. a few years their 
territories were ſurrounded by. the improvements 
of the Europeans; in conſequence of which 
they grew lazy, inactive, unwilling, and un- 
apt to imitate, or to follow any of our trades, 
and in a few generations, either totally periſhed 
or elſe came over to the Vineyard, or to this 
iſland, to re- unite themſelves with ſuch ſocie- 
ties of their countrymen as would receive them. 
Such has been the fate of many nations, once 
warlike and independent; what we ſee now on 
the main, or on thoſe iſlands, may be juſtly 
conſidered as the only remains of thoſe ancient 
tribes. Might I be permitted to pay perhaps 
| f compliment to thoſe at leaſt who 
inhabited the great peninſula of Namſet, now 
Cape Cod, with whoſe names and ancient ſitu- 
ation I am well, acquainted, This peninſula 


was divided into two great regions; that on 


the fide of the bay was known by the name of 
Nobſcuſſet, from one of its towns; the capital 


was called Nauſit (now Eaſtham); hence the 


Indians of that region were called Nauſit Indi- 
ans, though 1 in the villages of Pa- 
met, Noflet, Paſhee, Potomaket, Soktoowo- 


ket, Nobſcuſſet (Yarmouth)., 
The region on the Atlantic fide was called 
Maſhpèe, and contained the tribes of Hyan- 


nees, Coſtowet, Waguoic, Scootin, Saconaſ- 
ſet, Maſhpee, and Namſet. Several of theſe 


Indian towns have been fince converted into 
flouriſhing European ſettlements, known by 
different names ; for as the natives were excel- 


lent judges of land, which they had fertilized 


beſides with the ſhells of their fiſh, &c. the lat- 


ter could not make a better choice; though in 


track, 
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track, a few excepted. It is divided 
into ſeven kv (op viz. 'Barnſtable, Var 
mouth, Harwich, Chatham, Eaſtham, Pamet, 
Namſet, or Province town, at the extremity of 
the Cape. Yet theſe are very populous, though 
I am at a loſs to conceive on what the inha- 
bitants live, beſides clams, rs, and fiſh; 
their piny lands being the moſt ungrateful ſoil 
in the world. The miniſter of -Namſet or Pro- 
vince Town, receives from the government of 
Maſſachuſet a ſalary of fifty pounds per annum; 
and ſuch is the poverty of the inhabitants of 
that place, that, unable to pay him any money, 
each maſter of a family is obliged to allow him 
two hundred horſe feet (% ſpin} with which 
this primitive prieſt fertilizes the land of his 
glebe, which he tills himſelf: for nothing will 
grow on theſe hungry ſoils without the - affiſt- 
ance of this extraordinary manure, fourteen 
buſhels of Indian corn being looked upon as 
a good crops But it is time to return from a - 
digreſſion, which I — you will pardon, 
Nantucket. is a great nurſery of ſeamen, pilots, 
coaſters, and bank-fiſhermen ;z as a country be- 
longing to the province of Maſlachuſets, it 
has yearly the benefit of a court of Common 
Pleas, and their appeal lies to the ſupreme 
court at Boſton. I obſerved before, that the 
Friends compoſe two thirds of the magiſtracy 
of this iſland ; thus they are the proprietors of 
its territory, and the principal rulers of its 
inhabitants ; but with all this apparatus of law, 
its coercive powers are ſeldom- wanted or re- 
quired. Seldom is it that any individual is 
amerced or puniſhed ; their jail conveys no. ter- 
ror; no man has loſt his life here judicially 
ſince the foundation of this town, which is 
7, Th | upwards 
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- upwards of an hundred years. Solemn tribu- 
nals, public executions, humiliating puniſh- 
ments, are altogether unknown. I ſaw neither 
governors, nor any pageantry of ſtate ; neither 
oſtentatious magiſtrates, nor any individuals 
cloathed with uſeleſs dignity : no artificial phan- 

toms ſubſiſt here either civil or religious; no 

ibbets loaded with guilty citizens offer them- 

| ſelves to your view; no ſoldiers are appointed 
to bayonet their compatriots into ſervile com- 

pliance. But how is a ſociety compoſed of 

5000 individuals preſerved in the bonds of peace 

and tranquillity ! How are the weak protected 

from the ſtrong ?—I will tell you. Idleneſs and 
poverty, the cauſes of ſo many crimes, are 

unknown here; each ſeeks in the proſecution 
of his lawful buſineſs that honeſt gain which 
ſupports them; every period of their time is 
full, either on ſhore or at ſea. A probable ex- 
pectation of reaſonable profits, or of kindly 
aſſiſtance, if they fail of ſucceſs, renders them 

+ ſtrangers to licentious expedients. The ſim- 

plicity of their manners ſhortens the catalogue 

of their wants; the law at a diſtance is ever 
ready to exert itſelf in the protection of thoſe 
who ſtand in need of its aſſiſtance. The great- 
eſt part of them are always at ſea, purſuing 
the whale or raiſing the cod from the ſurface- 
of the banks: ſome eultivate their little farms 
with the utmoſt diligence; ſome are employed 
in exerciſing various trades; others again in 
providing every neceſſary reſource in order to 
refit their veſſels, or repair what misfortunes 
may happen, looking out for future markets, 

&c. Such is the rotation of thoſe different 
ſcenes of buſineſs which fill the meaſure of their 

days; of that part of their lives at leaſt which 
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is enlivened by health, ſpirits, and vigour. It 

is. but ſeldom that vice grows on a batren ſand 

like this, which produces nothing without ex- 
treme labour. How could the common follies 
of ſociety take root in fo deſpicable a; ſoil; 

they generally thrive on its exuberant juices z 
here there are none but thoſe which adminiſter . 
to the uſeful, to the neceſſary, and to the in- 
diſpenſable comforts of life. This land muſt 
neceſſarily either produce health, temperance, 
and a great equality of conditions, or the moſt 
abjedt miſery. Could the manners of luxuri- 
ous countries be imported here, like an epide- 
mical diſorder they would deſtroy every thing 3 
the majority of them could not exiſt a month, 
they would be obliged to emigrate. As in all 
ſocieties except that of the natives, ſome dif- 
ference muſt neceſſarily exiſt between indivi- 
dual and individual, for there muſt be ſome 
more exalted than the reſt either by their riches 
or their talents; ſo in this, there are what you 
might call the high, the middling, and the low; 
and this difference will always be more remark- 
able among people who live by fea” excurſions 
than among thoſe who live by the cultivation 
of their land. The firſt run greater hazard, and 
adventure more : the profits and the misfortunes 
attending this mode of life muſt neceſſarily in- 
troduce a greater diſparity than among the lat- 
ter, where the equal diviſions of the land offers 
no ſhort road to ſuperior riches The only dif- 
ference that may ariſe among them is that of 
induſtry, and perhaps of ſuperior goodneſs of 

foil : the gradations I obſerved here, are found» 


ad on nothing more than the good or ill ſucceſs 
of their maritime enterprizes, and do not pro- 
ceed from education; _ is the fame through- - 


out 
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out every claſs, ſimple, uſeful, and unadorned 
like their dreſs and their houſes. This neceſ- 
ſary difference in their fortunes does not. how- 
ever Cauſe thoſe heart burnings, which in other 
ſocieties generate crimes, The fea which ſur- 
rounds them is equally open to all, and preſents 
to all an equal title to the chance of good for- 
tune. A collector from Boſton is the only 
_ king's officer who appears on theſe ſhores to re- 
ceive the trifling duties which this community 
owe to thoſe who protect them, - and under the 
ſhadow of whoſe wings they navigate to all 
parts of the world, |  _ gp 


LETTER v. 


CUSTOMARY EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT 


OF THE INHABITANTS OF NANTUCKET. 


| I HE eaſieſt way of becoming acquainted 
with the modes of thinking, the rules of con- 
duct, and the prevailing manners of any peo- 
ple, is to examine what ſort of education they 

ive their children; how they treat them at 
ae and what they are taught in their places 


of public worſhip. At home their tender 


minds muſt be early ſtruck with the gravity, the 
ſerious though chearful deportment of their pa- 
rents; they ate inured to a principle of ſubor- 
dination, ariſing neither from ſudden paſſions 
nor inconſiderate pleaſure; they are gently held 
by 1 fil 2 which unites r 
and ftrength.. A equanimity prevails 
in moſt F their Emilies, and bad 
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hardly ever in their hearts the ſeeds of 


future and fimiliar faults. They are corrected 
with tenderneſs, nurſed with the moſt affecti- 


onate care, clad with that decent plainnefs, 


from which they, obſerve their parents never to 
depart: in ſhort, by the force of example, 
which is ſuperior even to the ſtrongeſt inſtinct 
of nature, more than by precepts, they learn 
to follow the ſteps of their parents, to deſpiſe 
oſtentatiouſneſs as being ſinful. They acquire 
a taſte for that neatneſs for which their fathers 
are ſo conſpicuous; they learn to be . prudent 


and ſaving ; the very tone of voice with which 


they are always addreſſed, eſtabliſhes, in them 
that ſoftneſs of diction, which ever after be- 
comes habitual. Frugal, ſober, orderly parents, 
attached to their buſineſs, conſtantly following 


ſome uſeful eg never guilty of riot, 


diſſipation, or other irregularities, cannot. fail 
of training up children to the ſame uniformity 
of life and manners. If they are left with for- 


tunes, they are taught how to ſave ow | and - 


how to enjoy them with moderation and 

cy ; if they have none, they know how to ven- 
ture, how to work and toil as their Fathers 
have done before them. If they fail of ſucceſs, 
there are always in this iſland (and wherever 
this - ſociety prevails) eſtabliſhed reſources, 
founded on the molt benevolent principles. 


At their meetings they are taught the few, the 


ſimple tenets of their ſect; tenets as fit to ren- 
der men {ober, | induſtrious, juſt, and merciful, 
as thoſe. delivered in the moſt magnificent 
churches and cathedrals: they are inſtructed in 
the moſt eſſential duties of Chriſtianity, ſo as 
not to offend the Divinity by the commiſſion 
evil deeds; to dread his wrath and the pu- 

| G e niſhments 
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niſhments he has denounted; they are taught 
*at the ſame time to have à proper confidence in 
his merey while they deprecate his juſtice. As 
every felt, from their different modes of wor- 
Mip, and their different interpretations of ſome 
parts of the Scriptures, 'neceffarily have vari- 
dus opinions and Prejudices, which contribute 
ſome ing in forming their characteriſtics in 
ſoclety; ſo thoſe of the Friends are well known: 
obedience to the laws, even to non-reſiſtance, 
juſtice, good- will to all, benevolence at home, 
"ſobriety, mrekneſs, neatneſs, love of order, 
fondneſs and appetite for commerce. They are 
us remarkable here for thoſe virtues as at Phila- 
delpbia, which is their American cradle, and 
the boaſt of that fociety. At ſchool they learn 
To read, and to write a hand, until they 
are twelve years old; they are then in general 
put apprentices to the cooper's trade, which is 
the fecond effential branch of buſineſs followed 
here; at fourteen. they are ſent to ſea, where 
in their trifure hours their companions teach 
them the art of navigation, which they have 
an opportunity of practiſing on the ſpot, They 
learn the great and uſeful art of working a hip 
in all the different ſituations which the fea and 
wind ſo often require; and ſurely there cannot 
be a better or a more uſeful fcheol of that kind 
in the world. Then they po gradually through 
every ſtation of rowers, Reerfmen, and har- 
pooners ; thus they learn to attack, to pur 
Tue, to overtake, to cut, to dreſs their huge 
game: and after having performed feveral ſuch 
voyages, and pet fected themſelves in this buſi- 
neſs, they are fit eicher for the counting houſe 
or the chaſe, 7 es 
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The firſd pfoprietors of this iſland, or rather 
the firſt ſoundets of this town, began their ca- 
reer of induſtry with: a ſingle whale - baat, with 
which they went to fiſh for cod ; the ſmall diſ- 


tance from their ſhores at which they caught it, 
enabled them ſeon to enereaſe their bulineſs,, 
and: thoſe early iſueceſſes, firſt led them to con» 
ceive chat they might like wiſe cateh the whales, 
which hitherto ſported undiſturbed on their 
banks. After: many trials and ſeveral miſcarri - 
ages, they ſucceeded; thus they proceeded, ſtep: 
by ſtep ; the profits of one ſucceſsful. enterprize 
helped: them to purchaſe and prepare better ma 
terials. for a moreſex tenſive one: as theſe were 
attended with little coſts, their profits grew 
greater, The ſouth ſides of the iſland from eaſt 
to weſt, were divided into foup equal parte, and 
each part was aſſigned to a com of ſix, 
which though thus ſeparated, ſtill carried on 
their buſinels in common. In the middle of 
this diſtance, they erected a maſt, provided 
with-a-ſufficient number of raunds, and near it 


they built a temporary hut; where five of the 


aſſor iates lived, whilſt tha fixth from his high 
ſtation carefully looked toward the ſea, in order 
to. obſerve the ſpauting of the whales. As ſoon 
a$ 8 diſcovered, the ſentinel deſcended, 
the whale- boat was launched, and the company 
went farth in queſt of their game. It may ap- 
peas ſtrange to you, that ſo ſlender a veſſel as an 
American æubale boat, containing fix. diminutive 
beings, ſhould dare to purſue and to attack, in 
its native element, the largeſt and ſtrongeſt fiſh 
that nature has created. .Yet by the exertions 
of an admirable dexterity, improved by a long 
practice, in which theſe people are become ſu- 
perior to any other whale- men; by — 
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the temper of the while after her firſt move; 
ment, and by many other uſeful obſervations; 
they ſeldom fail to harpdon'it, and to bring the 
huge leviathan on the ſhores. Thus they went 
on until the profits they made, enabled them to 
purchaſe. larger veſſels, and to purſue them far- 
ther, when the whales quitted their coaſts ; 
thoſe who failed in their enterprizes, returned 
to the cod- fiſheries, which had beeh their firſt 
ſchool, and their firſt reſource; they even be- 
gan to viſit the banks of Cape Breton, the iſle 


of Sable, and all the other fiſhing places, with 


which this coaſt of America abounds. By de- 
grees they went a whaling to Newfoundland, 
the Gulph of St. Laurence, to the Straits 
of -Belleiſle, 'the' coaſt of Labradof, Davis's 
Straits, even to Cape Deſolation, in 50? of la- 
titude; where the Danes carry on ſome fiſh- 
eries in ſpite of the perpetual {verities of that 
inhoſpitable climate. In proceſs of time they 
viſited the weſtern iſlands, the latitude of 34* 
famous for that fiſh, the Brazils, the coaſt of 
Guinea. Would you believe that they haye 
already gone to the Falkland iſlands, and that 
I have heard ſeveral of them talk of going to 
the South Sea! Their confidence is fo great, 
and their knowledge of this branch of bulineſ; 
ſo ſuperior to that of any other people, that 
they have acquired a monopoly of this com- 
modity. Such were their feeble beginnings, 
ſuch the infaticy' and the progreſs of their ma- 
ritime ſchemes; ſuch is now the degree of bold- 
neſs and activity go which they are arrived in 
their manhood, After. their examples ſeveral 
companies have been formed in many of -our 
capitals, where every neceſſary article of pro- 
viſions, implements, and timber, are 5 ” 
g ound. 
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found. But the induſtry exerted by the people 
of Nantucket, hath hitherto enabled them to 
rival all their competitors; conſequently this 
is the greateſt mart for oil, whalebone, and 
ſpermaceti, on the continent. It does not fol- 
low- however that they are always ſucceſsful], 
this would be an extraordinary field indeed, 
where the crops ſhould never fail; many voya- 
do not repay the original coſt of fitting out: 
they bear ſach misfortunes like true merchants, 
and as they never venture their all like game- 


ſters, they try their fortunes again; the latter 
hop2 to win by chance alone, the former by 


induſtry, well judged ſpeculation, - and ſome 
hazard, I was there when Mr. —— had miſſ- 
ed one of his veſſels ; ſhe had been given over 


for loſt by every body, but happily arrived be- 


fore I came away, after an abſence of thirteen 
months. She had met with a variety of diſap- 


pointments on the ſtation ſhe was ordered to, 


and rather than return empty, the people ſteer- 
ed for the coaſt of Guinea, where they fortunate- 
ly fell in with ſeveral whales, and brought home 

ward of 600 barrels of oil, bone. 


hoſe returns are ſometimes diſpoſed of in the 


towns of the continent, where they are ex- 
changed for ſuch commodities as are wanted; 


but they are moſt commonly ſent to England, 


where they always ſell for caſh. When this 
is intended, a veſſel larger than the reſt is fitted 
out to be filled with oil on the ſpot where it is 
found and made, and thence ſhe ſails immediately 
for London. This expedient ſaves time, freight 
and expence; and from that capital they bring 


back whatever they want. They employ alſo 


ſeveral veſſels in tranſporting lumber to the 
Weſt Indian Iflands, from whence they procure 
In 
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in return the various productions of. the coun- 
try, which they afterwards exchange wherever 
they can hear of an advantageous market. Be- 
ing extremely acute they well know how to 
improve all the advantages which the combina+ 
tion of ſo many branches of buſineſs conſtantly 
affords; the ſpirit of commerce, which is the 
ſimple: art of a reciprocal. ſupply of wants, is 
well underſtood here by every body, They 
ſſeſs, -like the generality of the Americans, a 
arge ſhare of native penetration, activity, and 
good ſenſe, which lead them to a variety of 
other ſecondary ſchemes. too tedious, to menti- 
on: they are well acquainted: with the cheapeſt 
method of procuring lumber from Kennebeck 
river, Penobſcot, bh pitch and tar, from 
North Carolina; flour and biſcuit, from Phi- 
luadelphia; beef and pork, from Connecticut. 
They know how ta exchange their cod fiſh and 
Weſl-ladian produce, for thoſe articles which 
they are continually. either bringing to their 
iſland, or ſending off to other places where 
they are wanted. By means of all theſe com+ 
mercial negociations, they have greatly cheap 
ened the fitting out of their whaling fleets, and 
therefore much improved their fiſheries, They 
are indebted for all theſe advantages not only 
to their national genius but to the poverty of 
their ſoil; and as a proof of what J have fo 
often advanced, look at the Vineyard (their 
neighbouring iſland) which is inhabited by a 
ſet of peopſe as keen and as ſagacious as them- 
ſelves. Their ſoil being in» general extremely 
fertile, they have fewer navigators; thoug 
they are equally well ſituated for the fiſhing bu- 
ſineſs. As in my way back to Falmouth on 
the main, I viſited this ſiſter iſland, permit me 
| to 
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to give you as conciſely as I can, a ſhort but 
true deſcription of it; I am not ſo limited in 
the principal object of this journey, as to 
wiſh to confine myſelf to the ſingle ſpot of 

Nantucket. SE 3 e 3 ; 
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NESCRIPTION OF THE ISLAND or MARTHA'S 
VINEYARD ;. AND OF THE WHALE FISHERY. 


Fu I'S iſland is twenty miles in length, and 
from ſeven to, eight miles in breadth, as: you 
may ſee by the annexed map.“ It lies nine 
miles from the continent, and with the Eliza- 
beth Iſlands forms one of the counties of Maſ- 
ſachuſets Bay, known by the name of Duke's 
County. 'T hoſe latter, which are fix in num- 
ber, are about nine miles diſtant from the Vine- 
yard, and are all famous for excellent dairies, 
A good ferry is eſtabliſhed between Edgar 
Town, and Falmouth on the main, the diftance 
being nine miles. Martha's, Vineyard is divi- 
ded into three townſhips, viz. Edgar, Chit- 
mark, and Tiſbury ; the number of inhabitants 
| Kg 4 * 
References to the Map of Martha's Vineyard. 
1 Starbuck Point. 8 n 
2 Beniah Norton's houſe, the colonel of the iſland. 
3 The houſe of James Athearn, Eſq, + r 


4 Dr. Mahew's houſe, : 
5 lron mine, the ore of which is carried to the forges at Tauntog, 
Lagoon, famous for catching baſs under the ice. | 
J The beſt mowing grounds ia the iſland, yielding four tons of 

black graſs per acre. | 
Excellent planting ground. 


A ming of good pipe clay, 
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is computed at about 4000, 300 of which are 
Indians. Edgar is the beſt ſea-port, and the 
ſhire town, and as its ſoil is light and ſandy, 
many of its inhabitants follow the example of 
the people of Nantucket. "The town ef Chil- 
mark has no good harbour, but the land is ex- 
cellent and no way inferior to any on the con- 
tinent: it contains excellent paſtures, conveni- 
ent brooks for mills, ſtone for fencing, &c. 
The town of Tiſbury is remarkable for the ex- 
cellence of its timber, and nas a harbour where 
the. water is deep enough for ſhips of the line, 
The ſtock of the iſland is 20, ooo ſheep, 2000 
neat cattle, beſide horſes and goats; they have 
alſo ſome deer, and abundance of ſea fowls. 
This has been from the beginning, and is to 
this day, the principal ſeminary of the Indians; 
they live on that part of the iſland which is cal- 
led Chapoquidick, and were very early chriſti- 
aniſed by the reſpectable family of the Mahews, 
the firſt proprietors of it. T he firſt ſettler of 
that name conveyed by will to a favourite 
daughter a certain part of it, on which there 
ew many wild vines; thence it was called 
eee afrer her name, which in 
proceſs of time extended to the whole iſland. 
The poſterity of the ancient Aborigines remain 
here to this day, on lands which their fore- 
fathers reſerved for themſelves, and which are 
religiouſly kept from any incroachments. The 
New England people are remarkable for the 
honeſty with which they have fulfilled, all over 
that province, thoſe ancient covenants which in 
many others have been diſregarded, to the ſcan- 
dal of thoſe governments, The Indians there 
appeared, by the decency of their manners, 
their induſtry, and neatneſs, to be wholly Eu- 
{DS | ropeans, 
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ropeans, and nowiſe inferior to many of the 
inhabitants. Like them they are ſober, labori- 
ous, and religious, which are the principal 
charaQteriſtics of the four New England pro- 
vinces. They often go, like the young men 
of the Vineyard, to Nantucket, and hire them- 
ſelves for whalemen or fiſhermen ; and indeed 
their ſkill and dexterity-in all ſea affairs is no- 
thing inferior to that of the whites. The lat- 
ter are divided into two claſſes, the firſt occupy 
the land, which they till with admirable care 
and — 4 the ſecond, who are poſſeſſed 
of none, apply themſelves to the ſea, the gene- 
ral reſource of mankind in this part of the world. 
This iſland therefore, like Nantucket, is be- 
come a great nurſery which ſupplies with pilots 
and ſeamen the numerous coaſters with which 
this extended part of America abounds. Go 
where you will from Nova Scotia to the Miſ- 
ſiſippi, you will find almoſt every where ſome 
natives of theſe two iſlands employed in ſeafar- 
ing occupations. Their climate is ſo favoura- 
ble to population, that marriage is the object of 
every man's earlieſt wiſh; and it is a bleſſing ſo 
eaſily obtained, that great numbers 22 
to quit their native land and go to ſome other 
countries in queſt of ſubſiſtence. The inhabi- 
tants are all Preſbyterians, which is the eſta- 
bliſhed religion of Maſſachuſets; and here let 
. with gratitude the hoſpitable 

treatment I received from B. Norton, Eſq. 
the colonel of the iſland, as well as from Dr. 
Mahew, the lineal deſcendant of the firft pro- 
. prietor. Here are to be found the moſt expert 
. 3 either for the great bay, their ſound, 
antucket ſhoals, or the different ports in 
their neighbourhood. In ſtormy weather they 
. . : are 
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are always at ſea, looking out for veſſels, which. 
they board with ſingular dexterity, and hardly 
ever fail to bring ſafe to their intended harbour, 
Gay-Head, the weſtern point of this iſland, 
abounds with a variety of ochres of different 
colours, with which the inhabitants paint their 

houſes, NT OT. 
The veſſels moſt proper for whale fiſhing, are 
brigs of about 150 tons burthen, particularly 
when they are intended for diſtant latitudes ; 
they always man them with thirteen hands, in 
order that they may row two whale boats; the 
crews of which muſt neceſſarily conſiſt of fix, 
four at the oars, one ſtanding on the bows with 
the harpoon, and the other at the helm. It is 
alſo neceſſary that there ſhould be two of thefe 
boats, that if one ſhould be deſtroyed in attack - 
ing the whale, the other, which is never en- 
gaged at the ſame time, may be ready to ſave 
the hands. Five of the thirteen are always 
Indians; the laſt of the complement remains 
on board to ſteer the veſſel during the action. 
They have no wages; each draws a certain 
eſtabliſned ſhare in partnerſhip with the propri- 
etor of the veſſel; by which œconomy they 
are all proportionably concerned in the ſuccels 
of the enterpriſe, and all equally alert and vi- 
gilant. None of theſe whale-men ever exceed 
the age of forty : they look on thoſe who are 
paſt that period not to be poflefled of all that 
vigour and agility which ſo adventurous a buſi- 
neſs requires. Indeed if you attentively conſi- 
der the immenſe diſproportian between the ob- 
ject aſſailed and the aſſailants; if you think on 
the diminutive ſize, and weakneſs of their frail 
vehicle; if you recollect the treachery of the 
element on which this ſcene is tranſacted; the 
ſudden 
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| 
ſudden andiunforeſeen accidents of winds, &c. 
you will readily acknowledge, that it mult re- 
uire:the moſt conſummate exertion of- all the 
rength, agility, and judgment, of which the 
bodies and the minds of men are. capable, to 
undertake theſe adventurous; enzounters. ; _ 
As ſoon as they arrive in thoſe latitudes where 
they expect to meet with whales, a man is ſent 


up to the maſt head z, if he ſees. one, he imme« 


diately cries out AWAITB PAWANA, bere is 4 
whale ; they all remain ſtill and ſilent until he: 
repeats PAWANA, 4 Whale, when in leſs than 
— OI —— — _ 
with every implement n for the at i 
They — toward the whale with aſtoniſſaing 
velocity ; and as the Indians early became their: 
fellow: labourers in this: new. warfare, you can 
eaſily conceive, hom the Nattiock expreflions: 
became familiar on board the whale- boats. 
Formerly it often happened that whale, veſſels 
were manned with none but Indians and the 
maſter; recollect al ſo that the Nantucket peo»: 
ple underſtand the Nattick, and that there are 
always five of theſe people on beard. There 
are various woys of approaching the whale, ac- 
cording to their peculiar ſpecies; and this pre- 
vious knowledge is of the utmoſt conſequence. 
When. theſe boats are arrived at a reaſonable: 
diſtance, one of them reſts on its oars and 
ſtands. off, as a witneſs of the approaching. en- 
gagement; near the bows of the other the har - 
pooner ſtands up, and on him principally de- 
pends the ſucceſs of the enterpriſe. He wears 
a jacket cloſely buttoned, and round his head. a 
handkerchief tightly bound: in his: hands he 
holds the- dreadful weapon, made of the beſt 


ſteel, marked ſometimes with the name of their 
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town, and ſometimes with that ofittheir veſſel ; 
to the ſhaft of which the end of a cord of due 
ſtrength, coiled up with the utmoſt care in the 
middle of the boat, is firmly tied ; the other end 
is faſtened to the bottom of the boat. - Thus 
prepared they row in profound ſilence, leaving 
the whole conduct of the enterpriſe to the har- 
ner and to-the ſteerſman, attentively follow- 
ing their directions. When the former judges 
himſelf to be near enough to the whale, that is, 
at the diſtance of about fifteen feet, he bids 
them ſtop; perhaps ſhe has a calf, whoſe fafety 
attracts all the attention of the dam, which is a 
ſavourable circumſtance; perhaps ſhe: is of a 
dangerous ſpecies, and it is ſafeſt to retire, 
though theix ardour will ſeldom permit. them; 
N ſhe is aſleep, in that caſe he balances 
igh the harpoon, trying in this important mo- 
ment to collect all the energy of which he is 
capable. He launches it forth—fhe is ſtruck : 
from her firſt movement they judge of her tem- 
per, as well as of their future ſucceſs. Some- 
times in the immediate impulſe of rage, ſhe will 
attack the boat and demoliſh it with one ſtroke 
of her tail; in an inſtant the frail vehicle diſap- 
pears and the affailants are immerſed in the 
dreadful element. Were the whale armed with 
the jaws of the ſhark, and as voracious, they 
never would return home to amuſe their liſten- 
ing wives with the intereſting tale of the adven- 
ture. At other times ſhe will dive and diſap- 
pear from human fight; and every thing muſt 
then give way to her velocity; or elſe all is loſt, 
Sometimes ſhe will fwim away as if untouched, 
and draw the cord with ſuch ſwiftneſs that it 
will ſet the edge of the boat on fire by the fric- 
tion, If ſhe riſes before ſhe has run _— 
: Whole 
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whole length, ſhe is looked-upon as a ſure prey, 
The blood. ſhe has loft in her flight, —— 
her ſo much, that if ſhe ſinks again, it is but 
for a ſhort time; the boat follows her courſe 
with an almoſt equal ſpeed. She ſoon re- ap- 
pears z tired at laſt with convulſing the element, 
which ſhe tinges with her blood, ſhe dies, and 
floats on the ſurface. At other times and 

> 


happen, that ſhe is not dangerouſſiy wounded, 


though ſhe carries the harpoon faſt in her 


when ſhe will alternately. dive and riſe, and 


ſwim on with unabated vigour. - She: then ſoon 
reaches beyond the length of the cord, and.car» 
ries the boat along with amazing velocity; this 
ſudden impediment ſometimes will retard her 
ſpeed, at other times it only ſerves to rouſe her 
anger, and to accelerate her progreſs. The 
harpooner, with the axe in his hands, ſtands 


ready. When he,obferves that the bows of the 


boat are greatly pulled down by the diving 
whale, and that it begins to ſink deep and to 
take much water, he brings the axe almoſt in: 
contact with the cord; he pauſes, till flattering; 
himſelf that ſhe will relax; but the moment. 
rows Critical, unavoidable danger approaches: 
etimes men more intent on gain, than on the 


preſervation of their lives, will run great riſks; 


and it is wonderful how far theſe people have 
carried their daring courage at this awful mo- 
ment! But it is in vain to hope, their lives 
muſt be ſaved, the cord is cut, the boat riſes 
again. If after thus getting looſe, ſhe re -· ap 


pears, they will attack and wound her a ſecond 


time. She ſoon dies, and when dead ſhe is 
towed along- ſide of their veſſel, Where the is 
faſtened. 1 | 711 | 
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The next operation is to cut with axes and 
ſpades, every part of her body which. yields 
oil; the kettles: are ſet a boiling, they fill their 
barrels as faſt as it is made; but as this opera- 
tion is much ſlower than that of cutting up, they 
fill: the hold of their ſhip with thoſe fragments, 
leaſt a ſtorm ſhould. ariſe and oblige them to 
abandon their prize. It is aſtoniſhing what a 
quantity of oil ſome of theſe fiſh will yield, 
and what: profit it affords to thoſe who are for- 
tunate enough to overtake them. The river 
St. Laurence. whale, which is the only one I 

am well inted with, is ſeventy- fire feet 
th, : ſixteen deep, twelve in the length of its 
boni, which commonly weighs 3ooolb. twenty 
in the breadth of their tails and produces 180 
barrels of oil: I once ſaw: 16 boiled out of the 
tongue only. After having once- vanquiſhed 
this leviathan, there are two enemies to be 
dreaded beſide the wind; the firſt of which is 
the ſhark: that fierce voracious. fiſh, to which 
nature has given fuch dreadfu} offenſive wea- 
bons, often comes along-ſide, and in. ſpite of 
the people's endeavours will ſhare with them in 
their prey; at night particularly. They are 
very miſchievous, but the ſecond enemy is 
much more terrible and irreſiſtible; it is the 
killer, ſometimes called the thraſher, a ſpecies 
of whales about thirty feet long. They are 
poſſeſſed of ſuch a degree of agility and fierce- 
neſs, as often to attack the lar ſpermaceti 
whales, and not ſeldom to rob the: aſhermen of 
their prey; nor is there any means of defence 
againſt ſo potent an adverſary; When all their 
barrels are full, for every thing is done at ſea, 
or when their limited time is expired and their 


ſtores almoſt expended, they return home, 
| freighted 
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freighted with. their valuable cargo; unleſs'they 
_ put it. on board a veſſel. for the European 
market. Such are, as briefly,as I can relate 
them, the different branches of the caconony 
practi ſed by theſe bold navigators, and the me- 
thod with Which Ip © go..ſuch. diſtances from 
their iſland. to catch this huge game. >; bend 

The following are the names and prin 
characteriſtics of the various ſpecies of 
known to theſe people. 

The river St. Laurence whale, juſt de- 
ſcribed. 

The diſko, or Greenland ditto. 2 
The right whale, or ſeven; feet bone, com- 
mon on the coaſts. of this nee, about Axty 
feet long, 

The ſpermaceti whale, found all over the 
world, and of all ſizes; the longeſt are ſixty 
feet, and yield about 100 barrels of oil. =» 

The hump-backs, on the coaſt of Newfound+ 
land, from forty. to ſeventy feet in-length, _ 

The finn-back, an American whale, never 
killed, as being too ſwift. 

The ſulpher- bottom, river St. Laurence, 
ninety feet long; they are but ſeldom Killed, as 
being extremely ſwift. 

The grampus, thirty feet long, never killed 
on the ſame account. 

The killer or thraſher, about thirty feet, they 
1 kill the other whales with which they are 

at perpetual war. 

The black fiſh whale, twenty feet, yields 
from 8 to 10 barrels, 1 

The porpoiſe, weighing about 160 lb. 

In 1769 they fitted out 125 whalemen; the 
firſt 50 that returned brought with them 1 1,000 
barrels of oil. In 1770 they fitted out - 35 
veſſels 
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veſſels for the fiſheries, at thirteen hands each; 
4 Weſt-Indiamen, twelve hands; 25 wood 
veſſels, four hands; 18 coaſters, five hands; 
15 London traders, eleven hands. All theſe 
amount to 2158 hands, employed in 197 vef- 
ſels. Trace their progreſſive fteps between the 
ſſeſſion of a K whale boats, and that of 
uch a fleet ! E 
The moral conduct, prejudices, and cuſtoms 
of a people who live two thirds of their time 
at ſea, muſt naturally be very different from 
thoſe of their neighbours, who live by -culti- 
vating the earth. That long abſtemiouſneſs to 
which the former are — the breathing of 
ſaline air, the frequent repetitions of danger, 
the boldneſs acquired in ſurmounting them, the 
very impulſe of the winds, to which they are 
expoſed; all theſe, one would imagine muſt 
lead them when on ſhore, to no ſmall deſire of 
inebriation, and a more eager purſuit of thoſe 
pleaſures, of which they have been ſo Jong 
deprived, and - which they muſt ſoon forego. 
There are many appetites that may be gratified 
on ſhore, even by the pooreſt man, but which 
muſt remain unſatisfied at ſea; Yet notwith- 
ſtanding the powerful effects of all theſe cauſes, 
I obſerved here, at the return of their fleets, no 
material irregularities ; no tumultuous drink- 
ing aſſemblies: whereas in our continental 
towns, the thoughtleſs ſeaman indulges him- 
ſelf in the coarſeſt pleafures ; and vainly think- 
ing that a week of debauchery can compenſate 
for months of abſtinence, - fooliſhly laviſhes in 
a few days of intoxication, the fruits of half 
a year's labour. On the contrary all was peace 
here, and a general decency prevailed through- 
out; the reaſon I believe is, that almoſt * 
4 y 
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— * and the pleaſure ae kg 
families abſorbs every other deſire. Ehe mo- 
tives that lead them to the ſea, are very differ- 
ent from thoſe of moſt other ſea- faring men it 
is neither idleneſs nor profligacy that ſends them 
to that element; it is a ſettted plan of life, a 
well founded hope of earning a livelihood is 
| becauſe their ſoil is bad, that they are early ini- 
tiated to this profeſſion, and were they to ſtay 
at home what could they do? The ſea there- 
fore becomes to them a kind of patrimony ; they 
go to whaling with as much pleaſure and.tran- 
quil indifference, with as ſtrong an expectation 
of ſucceſs, as a landman ' undertakes to clear a 
piece of ſwamp; The firſt is obliged to advance 
his time, and labour, to procure oil. on the fur- 
face of the ſea ; the ſecond advances the ſame 
to procure himſelf graſs from grounds that pro- + 
duced nothing before but haſſocks and bogs. 
Among thoſe who do not uſe the ſea, I obſerved 
the ſame calm appearance as among the inhabi- 
tants on the continent; here I found, without 
gloom, a decorum and reſerve, fo natural to 
them, that I thought myſelf in Philadelphia. 
At my landing I was cordially received by thoſe 
to whom I was recommended, and treated with 
unaffected hoſpitality by ſuch others with whom 
became ac — ; and I can tell you, that 
it is impoſſible for any traveller to dwell here. 
one month without knowing the heads of the 
principal families. Wherever I went I found- 
3 ſimplicity of diction and manners, rather more 
primitive and rigid than I expected; and I ſoon 
erceived that it proceeded from their ſecluded 
tuation, which has prevented them from mix- 
ing with others. It is therefore eaſy to mo 
| N ow 
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how they have retained every. of: prouli- 
atity for which this ſe: was formerly diſtin- 
guiſhed. Never was a bee-hive more faithfully 
employed in gathering wax, bee-bread, and ho- 
ney, frem all the neighbouring fields, than are 
the members of this ſociety; every one in tha 
town follows ſome particular occupation with 
et diligence, but without that ſervility of 
about Which. I am informed! prevails in Europe. 
The mechanic ſeemed: to be deſcended from as 
good parentage, was as well dreſſed and fed, 
held in as much eſtimation as thoſe who em- 
ployed him; they were once nearly related; 
their different degrees af proſperity is hat has 
cauſed the variaus ſhades of their community. 
But this accidental difference has introduced, 
as yet, neither arrogance nor pride on the one 
part, nor meanneſs and ſervility on the other. 
All their houſes are neat, convenient, and com- 
fortable; ſome of them are filled with two fu - 
milies, far when the huſbands. are at ſea, the 
wives: require leſs houſe- room. They all 
abound with the moſt ſubſtantial furniture, more 
valuable from its uſefulneſs than from any or- 
namental appearance. Wherever I went, I 
| found good cheer, a welcome reception; and 
after the ſecond viſit I felt myſelf as much at 
my eaſe as if I had been an old acquaintance 
5 the family. They had as great plenty of 
eeruery thing as if their iſland had been part of 
the golden quarter of Virginia (a valuable track 
of land on Cape Charles): I could hardly per- 
ſuade myſelf that I had quitted the adjacent 
continent, where every thing abounds, and that 
T was on a barren ſand-bank, fertilized with 
whale oil only. As their rural improvements 
are but trifling, and only of the uſeful kind, 


and 
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ſeveral days in converſing with the moſt intel - 
ligent of the — of both ſexes, and 
making myſelf - acquaitited with the various 
dranches of their induſtry ; the different objects 
of their'trade ; the nature of that ſagacity which 
deprived as they-are of every nectifiry — 

roduce, &c. yet enables them to mars) 
ive well, ' and — to make confiderible 
fortunes. The whole is an enigma to be ſolved 
only by coming to the ſpot and obferving the 
natronal genius which the original founders 
brought with them, as well as their unweatied 
patience and perſeverance. They have all, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt, a ſingular keen- 
neſs of judgment, unaſfiſted by any academical 
light; they all poſſeſs à large ſbare of good 
ſenſe, improved upon the experience of their 


fathers; and chis is the fureſt and beſt ide to 


lead us throu the path of life, beca 
1 to the Infallibility of ning 
Senf 'Pletits and Univerſity knowle 
would be entirely ufeleſs here, nay, would 
| ous z it Would pervert their plain Jadg- 
ment, it would lead em out of that uſefu 
Which is ſo well adapted to their ſituation: it 
would make them more adventurous, more 
ſumptuous, much leſs cautious, and therefore 
eſs ſuctefsfül. It is pleaſing to hear ſome of 
em tracing a father's ee and their vwn, 
chrougb the Ewen c and 
e fortune. I have often, by their -fides, 
travelted wich them the Whole length of their 


career, from their earlieſt ſteps, from their firſt 


commercial adventure, from the poſſeſſion of 2 
hogle whale- -boat, ß to that of r 
veſſels 
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diſtance from the town, I amuſed myſelf for 
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veſſels ! This does .ngt imply, however, that 


every one who, began with a whale-boat, has 
aſcended to a like pitch. of fortune; by no 
means, the ſame caſualty, 'the ſame combina- 
tion of good and. evil which, attends human af- 
fairs in every other part of the globe, preyails 
bere: great proſperity. is not the lot of every 
mag, but there are many and. various grada- 
ti if they all do not attain riches, they all 
attain an eaſy ſubſiſtence. After all is it not 


better to be poſſeſſed of a ſingle whale-boat, or 


a few ſheep paſtures; to live free and indepen- 
dent under the mildeſt governments, in a heal- 


* thy climate, in a land of charity and benevo- 


lence; than to be wretched as 1a many are in 


ö Europe, poſſeſſing nothing but their induſtry: 


ed either in the moſt ſervile labours for the ſm; 

482 or fettered. with mayer of — 
Ie penden gence, even without 

s of riſing ?; Vu if an 


toſſed from one rough wave to another; e. 
ſmall- 


The majority: of thoſe inferior hands which 
are employed in this fiſhery, many of the me- 
.chanics, ſuch as coopers, ſmiths, caulkers, 
carpenters, &c, who do not belong to the fo- 

d origi- 


ciety of Friends, are Preſbyterians, an 


nally came from the main. Thoſe who are poſ- 
ſeſſed of the greateſt fortunes at preſent belong 
to the former; but they all began as ſimple 


halemen ; it is even looked; upon as honoura- 
ble and neceſſary for the-ſon of the wealthjeſt 


has enriched his 
ther; they go ſeveral voyages, and theſe early 
excurſions never fail to harden their conſtituti- 
0s Fog introduce 1 to the knowledge of 
their future means of ſubſiſtence. 
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A 8 I obſerved before, every man takes 2 
wife as ſoon as he chuſes, and that is generally 
very early; no portion is required, none is - 
expected; no marriage articles are drawn u 
among us, by Aale lawyers, to puzzle an 
lead poſterity to the bar, or to ſatisfy the pride 
of the parties. We give nothing with our 
daughters; their education, their health, and 
the cuſtomary out- ſet, are all that the fathers 
of numerous families can afford: as the wife's 
fortune conſiſts principally in her future cco- | 
nomy, modeſty, and ſkillful management; ſo 

the huſband's is founded on his abilities to 
labour, on his health, and the knowledge. of 
ſome trade or buſineſs. Their mutual endea- 
vours, after a few years of conſtant application, 
ſeldom fail of ſucceſs, and of bringing them | 
the means to rear and ſupport the new race 4 
which accompanies. the nuptial bed. Thoſe. 
children born by the ſea-ſide, hear the roaring 
of its waves as ſoon as they are able to liſten 
it is the firſt noiſe with which they become ac- 
quainted, and by early plunging in it thej 
1 that boldneſs, that preſence of mind, 
and dexterity, which makes them ever after 

| ſuch expert ſeamen. They often hear their 
fathers recount the adventures of their youth, 
their combats with the whales; and theſe re- 
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citals imprint on their opening minds an early 
curioſity and taſte for the ſame life. They 
often croſs the ſea to go to the main and learn 
even in thoſe ſhort voyages how to qualify 
themſelves for longer and more dangerous 
ones; they are therefore deſervedly conſpicuous 
for their maritime knowledge and experience, 
all over the continent. A man born here is 
_ diffinguiſhable by his gait from among an 
hundred other men, ſo remarkable are they 
for a pliability of ſinews, and a peculiar agi- 
lity which attends them even to old age. [I 
have heard ſome perſons. attribute this to the 
effects of the whale. oil, with which they are 
fo copiouſly anointed in the various opera- 
tions it muſt undergo ere it is fit either for 
the European market or the candle manu- 
factory. | 
But you may perhaps be ſolicitous to aſk, 


What becomes of that exuberaney of population 


which maſt ariſe from ſo much temperance, 
from healthineſs of climate, and from early 
marriage? You may juſtly ,conclude that 
their native iſland and town can contain but a 
limited number. Emigration is both natural 
and eaſy to a maritime people, and that is the 


reaſon why they are always populous, 


roblematical as it may appear. They yearly 
1 to different parts bf — con- 
| Panty engaged in ſea affairs; as dur internal 
riches encreaſe, ſo does our external trade, which 
ronſequently requires more ſhips and more 
men: ſometimes they have emigrated like bees, 
in regular and connected ſwarms. Some of the 
Friends {by which word I 77 mean the peo- 
ple called Quakers) fond bf a contemplative 
life, yearly viſit che ſeveral congregations which 
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this ſociety has formed throughout the con 
nent, By their means a ſort of correſponden 
is kept up among them all; they are generally 
good preachers, friendly cenſors, checking 
vice wherever they find it predominating; 
preventing relaxations in any parts of their 
ancient cuſtoms and worſhip; They ever 
where carry admonition and uſeful advice 1 
by thus travelling they unavoidably gather the 
moſt neceſſary - obſervations concerning the 
various fituations of particular diſtricts, their 
ſoils, their produce, their diſtance from navi- 
gable rivers, the price of the land, &c. In 
conſequence of informations of this kind, re- 
ceived at Nantucket in the year 1766, a con- 
ſiderable number of them purchaſed a large 
track of land in the county of Orange, in 
North Carolina, ſituated on the ſeveral ſpring 
heads. of Deep River, which is the weſtern 
branch of Cape Fear, or North Weſt River. 
The advantage of being able to convey them- 
ſelves by ſea, to within forty miles of the 
ſpot, the richneſs of the ſoil, &c. made them 
chearfully quit an iſland on which there was 
no longer any room for them. There they 
have founded a beautiful ſettlement, known 
by the name of New Garden, contiguous to the 
famous one which the Moravians have at Beth- 
abara, Bethamia, and Salem, on Yadkin River. 
No ſpot of earth can be more beautiful; it is 
compoſed of gentle hills, of eaſy declivities, 
excellent low lands, accompanied by different 
| brooks which traverſe this ſettlement. I never 
ſaw a ſoil that rewards men ſo early for their 
labours and diſburſements ; ſuch in general 
with very few exceptions, are the lands which 
N adjoin the innumerable heads of all the large 
e | H rivers 
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rivers which fall into the Cheſapeak, or flow 
through the provinces. of North and South Ca- 
rolina, Georgia, &c. It is perhaps the moſt 
pleaſing, the moſt bewitching country which the 


continent affords; becauſe while it preſerves an 


eaſy communication with the ſea-port towns, at 
ſome ſeaſons of the year, it is perfectly free 


from the contagious air often breathed in thoſe 
flat countries, which are more contiguous to 


the Atlantic. Theſe lands are as rich as thoſe 


over the Alligany ; the people of New Garden 


are ſituated at, the diſtance of between 200 and 
300 miles from Cape Fear ; Cape Fear is at leaſt 


450 from Nantucket : you may Judge therefore 


that they have but little correſporidence with 


this their little metropolis, except it is by means 


of the itinerant Friends. Others have ſettled 
on the famous river Kennebeck, in that terri- 
tory of the province of Maſſachuſets, which is 


known by the name of Sagadahock. Here the 


have ſoftened the labours of clearing the heavi- 
eſt timbered land in America, by means of ſe- 


veral branches of trade which their fair river, 


and proximity to the ſea affords them. Inſtead 
of entirely conſuming their timber, as we are 
obliged to do; ſome parts of it are converted 


into uſeful articles for exportation, ſuch as 


ſtaves, ſcantlings, boards, hoops, poles, &c. 
For that purpoſe they keep a correſpondence 


with their native iſland, and I know many of 
the principal inhabitants of Sherburn, who, 
though merchants, and living at Nantucket, 


yet poſſeſs valuable farms on that river; from 
whence they draw great part of their ſubſiſtence, 


meat, grain, fire-wood, &c. The title of theſe 


lands is veſted in the ancient Plymouth Compa- 


Ny, under the powers of which the —_— 
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ſets was ſettled ; and that company which re- 
ſides in Boſton, are ſtill. the granters of all the 
yacant lands within their limits. 5 

Although this part of the province is ſo fruit- 
ful, and ſo happily ſituated, yet it has been ſin- 
gularly overlooked and neglected: it is ſurpriſing 
that the. excellence of that ſoil which lies on 
the river ſhould not have cauſed it to be filled 
before now with inhabitants; for the ſettle- 
ments from thence to Penobſcot are as yet but 
in their infancy. It is true that immenſe la- 
bour is required to make room for the plough, 
but the peculiar ſtrength and quality of the 
ſoil never fails moſt amply to reward the induſ- 
trious poſſeſſor; I know of no ſoil in this coun- 
try more rich or more fertile, I do not mean 
that ſort of tranſitory fertility which evaporates 
with the ſun, and diſappears in a few years; 
here on the contrary, even their higheſt grounds 
are covered with a rich moiſt ſwamp mould, 
which bears the moſt luxuriant graſs, and ne- 
ver failing crops, of grain. 

If New-Gardens exceeds this ſettlement by 
the ſoftneſs of its climate, the fecundity of its 
ſoil, and a greater _—_— of produce from leſs 
labour; it does not breed men equally hardy, 
nor capable to encounter dangers and fatigues. 
It leads too much to idleneſs and effeminacy; 
for great is the luxuriance of that part of A- 
merica, and the eaſe with which the earth is cul- 
tivated., Were I to begin life again, I would 
prefer the country of Kennebeck to the other, 
however bewitching ; the navigation of the ri- 
ver for above 200 miles, the great abundance of 
fiſh it contains, the conſtant healthinefs of the 
climate, the happy ſeverities of the winters al- 
ways ſheltering the earth, with a voluminous 
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coat of ſnow, the. equally happy neceſſity of 
labour: all theſe reaſons would greatly prepon- 
derate againſt the ſofter ſituations of Carolina; 
where mankind: reap too much, do not toi! 
enough, and are liable to enjoy too faſt the be- 
nefits of life. There are many I know who 
would deſpiſe my opinion, and think me a bad 
judge; let thoſe go and ſettle at the Ohio, the 
Monogahela, Red Stone Creek, &c. let them 
go and inhabit the extended ſhores of that ſu- 
perlative river; I with equal chearfulneſs would 
anon my tent on the rougher ſhores of Kenne- 
beck; this will always be a country of health, 
labour, and ſtrong activity, and thoſe are cha- 
racteriſt ies of ſociety which I value more than 

1 voluptuous eaſe, 

Thus though this fruitful hive conſtantly 
ſends out ſwarms, as induſtrious as themſelves, 
yet it always remains full without having any 
uſeleſs drones : on the contrary it exhibits con- 
ſtant ſcenes of buſineſs and new ſchemes ; the 
richer an individual grows, the more extenſive 
his field of action becomes; he that is near 
ending his career, drudges on as well as he who 
has juſt begun it; no body ſtands ſtill. But 
is it not ſtrange, that after having accumulated 
riches, they ſhould never wiſh to exchange their 
barren ſituation for a more ſheltered, more plea- 
ſant one on the main? Is it not ſtrange, that 
after having ſpent the morning and the meridian 
of their days amidſt the jarring waves, weary 
with the toils of a Jaborious life; they ſhould 
not wiſh to enjoy the evenings of thoſe days of 
induſtry, in a larger ſociety, on ſome ſpots of 
terra firma, where the ſeverity of the winters is 
balanced by a variety of more pleaſing ſcenes, 
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not to be found here? But the ſame magical 
| . power 
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power of habit and cuſtom which makes the 
Laplander, the Siberian, the Hottentot, prefer 
their climates, their occupations, and their ſoil, 
to more beneficial ſituations ; leads theſe good 


people to think, that no other ſpot on the globe 


is ſo analagous to their inclinations as Nantuc- 
ket. Here their connections are formed ; what 
would they do at a diſtance removed from them? 
Live ſumptuouſly, you will ſay, procure them- 
ſelves new friends, new acquaintances, by their 
ſplendid tables, by their oftentatious generoſity 
and by affected hoſpitality. Theſe are thoughts 
that have never entered into their heads; they 
would be filled with horror at the thought of 
forming wiſhes and plans ſo different from that 
ſimplicity, which is their general ſtandard-in 
affluence as well as in poverty. They abhor - 
the very idea of expending in uſeleſs waſte and 
vain luxuries, the fruits of proſperous labour ; 
they are employed in — their ſons and 
in many other uſeful purpoſes: ſtrangers to the. 
honours' of monarchy they do not alpire to the 
poſſeſſion of affluent fortunes, with which to 


purchaſe ſounding titles, and frivolous names 


Yet there are not at Nantucket fo many 
wealthy people as one would imagine after hav- 
ing conſidered their great ſucceſſes, their induſ- 
try, and their knowledge. Many die poor, 
though hardly able to reproach Fortune with a 
frown ; others leave not behind them that af- 
fluence which the circle of their buſineſs, and' 
of their proſperity naturally promiſed. The 
reaſon of this is, 1 believe, the peculiar expence 
neceſſarily attending their tables; for as their 
iſland ſupplies the town with little or nothing 
(a few families excepted) every one muſt pro- 
cure what they want from the main. The very 

hay 
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hay their horſes conſume, and every other arti- 
Cle neceſſary to ſupport a family, though cheap 
in a country of fo great abundance as Maſfachu- 
ſets; yet the neceſſary waſte and expences at- 
tending their tranſport, render 'theſe commodi- 
ties dear. A vaſt number of little veſlels from 
the main, and from the Vineyard, are conſtant- 
reforting here, as to a market. Sherburn is 
extremely well ſupplied with every thing, but 
this very conſtancy of ſupply, neceſſarily drains 
off a great deal of money. The firſt uſe they 
make of their oil and bone is to exchange it for 
bread and meat, and whatever ele they want; 
the neceſſities of a large family are very great 
and numerous, let its cxconomy be what it will; 
they are fo often repeated, that they perpetually 
draw off a conſiderable branch of the profits. 
If by any accidents thoſe profits are interrupt- 
ed, the capital muſt ſuffer; and it very often 
happens that the greateſt part of their property 
is floating on the fea, | 
1 There are but two congregations in this town. 
They aſſemble every Sunday in meeting houſes, 
as ſimple as the dwelling of the people; and 
there is but one prieſt on the whole iſland. What 
would a good Portugueſe obſerve ?—But one 
ſingle prieſt to inſtrut a whole iſland, and to 
direct their conſciences! It is even ſo; each. 
individual knows how to guide his own, and is 
content to do it, as well as he can. This lone- 
ly clergyman is a Preſbyterian miniſter, who 
has a very large and reſpectable congregation ; 
the other is compoſed of Quakers, who you 
know admit of no particular perſon, who in 
conſequence of being ordained becomes exclu- 
tively entitled to preach, to catechiſe, and to 


receive certain ſalaries for his trouble, Among, 
| them, 
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them, every one may expound the ſcriptures, 
who thinks he is called ſo to do; beſide, as 
they admit of neither ſacrament, baptiſm, nor 
any other outward forms whatever, ſuch a man 
would be uſeleſs. ' Moſt of theſe people are con- 
tinually at fea, and have often the moſt urgent 
reaſons to worſhip the Parent of Nature in the 
midſt of the ftorms which they encounter. 
Theſe two ſects live in perfect peace and har- 
mony with each other; thoſe ancient times of 
religious diſcords are now gone (I hope never 
to return) when each thought it meritorious, 
not only to damn the other, which would have 
been nothing, but to perſecute and murther 
one another, for the glory of that Being, Who 
requires no more of us, than that we ſhould- 
love one another and live! Every one goes to 
that place of worſhip which he hkes beſt, and 
thinks not that his neighbour does wrong by 
not following him; each buſily employed in 
their, temporal affairs, is lefs vehement about 
ſpiritual ones, and fortunately you will find at 
Nantucket neither idle drones, voluptuous de- 
votees, ranting enthuſiaſts, nor ſour dema- 
gogues, I wiſh I had it in my power to ſend 
the moſt*perſecuting bigot I could find in —— 
to the whale fiſheries; in leſs than three or 
four years you will find him a much more trac- 
table man, and therefore a better Chriſtian. 
Singular as it may appear to you, there are 
but two medica] profeſſors on the iſland ; for 
of what ſervice can phyfic be in a primitive 
ſociety, where the excels of inebriation are ſo 
rare? What need of galenical medicines, where 
fevers, and ſtomachs loaded by the loſs of the 
digeſtive powers, are ſo few? Temperance, 
the calm of paſſions, frugality, and continual 
exerciſe, 


* 
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exerciſe, keep them healthy, and preſerve un- 
impairgd that conſtitution which they have re- 
ceived from parents as healthy as themſelves ; 
who in the unpolluted embraces of the earlieſt 
and chaſteſt love, conveyed to them the ſoundeſt 
bodily frame which nature could give. But as 
no habitable part of this globe is exempt from 
ſome difeaſes, proceeding either from climate 
or modes of living; here they are ſometimes 
| ſubject to conſumptions and to fevers. Since 
the foundation of that town no epidemical diſ- 
tempers have appeared, which at times cauſe . 
fuch depopulations in other countries z many of 
them are extremely well acquainted with the 
Indian methods of curing ſimple diſeaſes, and 
practice them with ſucceſs. You will hardly 
find any where a community, compoſed of the 
fame number of individuals; poſſeſſing ſuch un- 
interrupted health, and exhibiting ſo many 
green old men, who ſhew their advanced-age by 
the maturity of their wiſdom, rather than by 
the wrinkles of their faces; and this is indeed 
one of the principal bleſſings of the iſland, 
which richly compenſates their want of the rich- 
er ſoils of the ſouth; where iliac complaints 
and bilious fevers, grow by the ſide of the ſugar 
cane, the ambroſial ananas, &c. The ſituati- 
on of this iſland, the purity of the air, the na- 
ture of their marine occupations, their virtue 
and moderation, are the cauſes of that vigour 
and health which they poſſeſs. The poverty of 
their ſoil has placed them, I hope, beyond the 
danger of conqueſt, - or the wanton deſire of 
extirpation. Were they to be driven from this 
ſpot; the only acquiſition of the conquerors 
would be a few acres of land, incloſed and cul- 
tivated; a few houſes, and ſome ang 
9 e 
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The genius, the induſtry of the inhabitants 
would accompany them; and it is thoſe alone 


which conſtitute the ſole wealth of their iſland. , 


Its preſent fame would periſh, and in a few 
years it would return to its priſtine ſtate of bar- 


renneſs and poverty: they might perhaps be al- 


lowed to tranſport: themſelves in their own veſ- 
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ſels to ſome other ſpot or iſland; which a> 4 | 


would ſoon fertilize by the ſame means wit 
which they have fertilized this. 

One ſingle lawyer has of late years found 
means to live here, but his beſt fortune proceeds 
more from having married one of the wealthieſt 
heireſſes of the iſland, than from the emolu- 
ments of his practice: however he is ſometimes 
employed in recovering money lent on the main, 
or in preventing thoſe accidents to which the 
_ contentious propenſity of its inhabitants may 
ſumetimes expoſe them. He is ſeldom employ- 
ed as the means of ſelf defence, and much 2 


domer as the channel of attack; to which they 


are ſtrangers, except the fraud is manifeſt, and 


the danger imminent. Lawyers are ſo nume- 
rous in all our populous towns, that I am ſur- 
priſed they never thought before of eſtabliſhing 
themſelves here : they are plants that will grow 
in any ſoil. that is cultivated by the hangh of 
others; and when once they have taken root 
they will extinguiſh every other vegetable that 
grows around them. The fortunes they daily 
acquire in every province, from the misfortunes 
of their fellow-citizens, are ſurpriſing! The 
moſt ignorant, the moſt bungling member of 
that profeſſion, will, if placed in the moſt ob- 
ſcure part of the country, promote litigiouſneſs,, 
and amaſs more wealth without labour, than the 


moſt opulent farmer, with all his toils. They 


H-5 have 
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have ſo dexterouſly interwoven their doctrines 
and quirks, with the laws of the land, or rather 
they are become ſo neceſſary an evil in our pre- 
ſent conſtitutions, that it feems unavoidable 
and paſt all remedy. What a pity that our fore- 
fathers, who happily extinguiſhed ſo many fa- 
tal cuſtoms, and expunged from their new go- 
vernment ſo many errors and abuſes, both reli- 
gious and civil, did not alſo prevent the intro- 
duction of a ſet of men ſo dangerous] In ſome 
provinces, where every inhabitant is conſtantly 
employed in tilling and cultivating the earth, 
they are the only members of ſociety who have 
any knowledge; let theſe provinces atteft what 
iniquitous uſe they have made of that know- 
ledge. They are here what the clergy were in 
f. centuries with you; the reformation which 
clipped the clerical wings, is the boaſt of that 
age, and the happieſt event that could poſſibly 
happen; a reformation equally uſeful is now 
wanted, to relieve us from the ſhamefu} ſhac- 
kles and the oppreflive burthen under which we 
groan: this perhaps is impoſſible ; but if man- 
kind would not become too happy, it were an 
event moſt devoutly to be wiſhed. 
Here, happily, unoppreſſed with any civil 
bondage, this ſociety of fiſhermen and mer- 
chants live, without any military eſtabliſh- 
ments, without governors or any maſters but 
the laws; and their civil code is ſo light, that 
it is never felt. A man may pafs (as man 
have done whom I am acquainted with) — 
the various ſcenes of a long life, may ſtruggle 
againſt a variety of adverſe fortune, peaceably 
enjoy the good. when it comes, and never in 
that long interval, apply to the law either for 
redreſs or aſſiſtance. The principal benefits it 
| confers 
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confers is the general protection of individuals, 
and this protection is purchaſed/by the moſt mo- 
derate taxes, which are chearfully paid, and by 
the trifling duties incident in the courſe'of their 
lawful trade (for they deſpiſe contraband). No- 
thing can be more ſimple than their municipal 
ions, though ſimilar to thoſe of the 
other counties of the ſame province; becauſe 
they are more detached from the reſt, more diſ- 
tinct in their manners, as well as in the nature 
of the buſineſs they purſue, and more uncon- 
nected with the populous province to which 
they belong. The ſame ſimplicity attends the 
worſhip they pay to the Divinity; their elders 
are the only teachers of their congregations, the 
inſtructors of their youth, and often the ex- 
ample of their flock. They viſit and comfort 
the ſick; after death, the ſociety bury them 
with their fathers, without pomp, prayers, or 
ceremonies 3 not a ſtone or monument is erect- 
ed, td tell where any perſon was buried; their 
memory is preſerved by tradition. The only eſ- 
ſential memorial that is left of them, is their 
former induſtry, their kindneſs, their charity, 
or elſe their moſt conſpicuous faults. 

The Preſbyterians live in great charity with 
them, and with one another; their miniſter as 
a true paſtor of the goſpel, inculcates to them 
the doctrines it contains, the rewards it promiſ- 
es, the puniſhments it holds out to thoſe who 
ſhall commit injuſtice. Nothing can be more 
diſencumbered likewiſe from uſeleſs ceremonies 
and trifling forms than their mode of worſhip ; 
it might with great propriety have been called a 
truly primitive one, had that of the Quakers 
never appeared. As fellow Chriſtians, obeying 
the ſame legiſlator, they loye and mutually — 
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each other in all their wants ; as fellow labour- 
ers they unite with cordiality, and without the 
leaſt rancour in all their temporal ſchemes ; no 
other emulation appears among them but in 
their ſea excurſions, in the art of fitting out 
their veſlels ; in that of ſailing, in harpoonin 
the whale, and in bringing home the — 
barveſt. As fellow ſubjects they chearfully obey 
the ſame laws, and pay the ſame duties: but 
let me not forget another peculiar characteriſtic 
of this community: there is not a ſlave I be- 
lieve on the whole iſland, at leaſt among the 
Friends ; whilſt ſlavery prevails all around them, 
this ſociety alone, lamenting that ſhocking in- 
ſult offered to humanity, have given the world 
a ſingular example of moderation, diſintereſt- 
edneſs, and Chriſtian charity, in emancipating 
eir negroes. I ſhall explain to you farther, 
the ſingular virtue and merit to which it is ſo 
juſtly entitled by having ſet before the reſt of 
their fellow- ſubjects, ſo pleaſing, ſo edifying a 
reformation. 1 the people who are ſubject 
to ſo mild a government; happy the government 
which has to rule over ſuch harmleſs, and ſuch 
induſtrious ſubjects! 

While we are clearing foreſts, making the 
ſace of nature ſmile, draining marſhes, culti- 
vating wheat, and converting it into flour; 
they yearly ſkim from the ſurface of the ſea 
- riches equally neceſſary. Thus, had I leiſure 
and abilities to lead you through this continent, 
1 could thew you an aſtoniſhing proſpect very 

little known in Europe; one difafive ſcene of 
happineſs reaching from the ſea-ſhores to the 
laſt ſettlements on the borders of the wilderneſs : 
an happineſs, interrupted only by the folly of 
individuals, by our ſpirit of lixgiouſnels and 
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by thoſe unforeſeen calamities, from which no 
human ſociety can poſſibly be exempted, May 
the citizens of Nantucket dwell long here in 
uninterrupted peace, undiſturbed either by the 
waves of the ſurrounding element, or the poli- 
tical commotions which ſometimes agitate- our 
continent. a 


— — | f 
LETTER VIII 
PECULIAR CUSTOMS AT NANTUCKET. 


Th E manners of the Friend are entirely 
founded on that ſimplicity, which is their boaſt, 
and their moſt diſtinguiſhed charaQteriſtic ; and 
thoſe manners have acquired the authority of 
laws. Here they are ſtrongly attached to plain- 
neſs of dreſs, as well as to that of language; 
inſomuch that though ſome part of it may be 
ungrammatical, yet ſhould any perſon who was 
born and brought up here, attempt to ſpeak, 
more correctly, he would be looked upon as a 
fop or an innovator. On the other hand, ſhould: 
a ſtranger come here and adobt their idiom in all 
its purity (as they deem it) this accompliſhment 
would lane: procure him the .moſt cordial. 
reception; and they would cheriſh him like an 
ancient member of their ſociety. | So many im- 
poſitions have they ſuffered on this account, 
that they begin now indeed to grow more cauti- 
ous. They are ſo tenacious of their ancient 
| habits of induſtry and frugality,. that if any of 
them were to be ſeen with a long coat made of 
Engliſh cloth, on any other than the fir /i-day, 
: | 1 (Sunday) 
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gg he would be greatly ridiculed and cen- 
ured ; he would be looked upon as a careleſs 
ſpendthrift, whom it would be unſafe to truſt, 
and in vain to relieve. A few years ago two ſin- 
gle-horſe chairs were imported from Boſton, to 
the great offence of theſe prudent citizens; no- 
thing appeared to them more culpable than the 
uſe of ſuch gaudy painted vehicles, in contempt 
of the more uſeful and more ſimple ſingle-horſe 
carts of their fathers. This piece of extrava- 

ant and unknown luxury, almoſt cauſed a 
ſchiſm, and ſet every tongue a going ; ſome pre- 
dicted the approaching ruin of thoſe families 

that had imported them ; others feared the dan- 
gers of example: never ſince the foundation of 
the town had there happened any thing which 
ſo much alarmed this primitive community. 
One of the poſſeſſors of theſe profane chairs, 
filled with repentance, wiſely fent it back to 
the continent; the other, more obſtinate and 

rverſe, in defiance to all remonſtrances, per- 
ſiſted in the uſe of his ehair until by degrees 
they became more reconciled to it; though I 
obſerved that the wealthieſt and the moſt re- 
ſpectable people ſtill go to meeting or to their 
farms in a ſingle- horſe cart, with a decent awn- 
ing fixed over it: indeed, if you conſider their 
ſandy ſoil, and the badneſs of their roads, theſe 
appear to be the beſt contrived vehicles for this 
ifland. , : 

Idleneſs is the moſt heinous ſin that can be 
committed in Nantucket: an idle man would 
ſoon be pointed out as an object of compaſſion : 
for idlenefs is eonſidered as another word for 
want and hunger. This principle is ſo tho- 
roughly well underſtood, and is become fo uni- 
verſal, ſo prevailing a prejudice, that literally 

ſpeaking, 
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ſpeaking, they are never idle. Even if the 
hy OG utes; which is (if I may be J. 
lowed the expreſſion) the coffee-houſe of the 
town, either to tranſact buſineſs, or to converſe 
with their friends; they always have a piece of 
cedar in their hands, and while they are talking, 
they will, as it were inſtinctively, employ them- 
ſelves in converting it into fomething uſeful, ei- 
ther in making bungs or ſpoyls for their oil 
caſks, or other uſeful articles. I muſt confeſs, 
that I have never ſeen more ingenuity in the uſe 
of the knife; thus the moſt idle moments of 
their lives become uſefully employed. In the 
many hours of Jeiſure which their long cruiſes 
afford them, they cut and carve a variety of 
boxes and pretty toys, in wood, adapted' to dif- 
ferent uſes; which they bring home as teſtimo- 
nies df remembrance to their wives or ſweet- 
hearts. They have ſhewed me a variety of lit- 
tle bowls and other implements, executed coop- 
er · wiſe, with the greateſt neatnefs and el&gance. 
You will be pleaſed' to remember they are all 
brought up to the trade of coopers, be their fu- 
ture intentions or fortunes what they may: 
therefore almoſt every, man in this ifland has al- 
ways two knives in his pocket, one much lar 
than the ether; and though they hold every 
thing that is called faſhion in the utmoſt con- 
tempt, yet they are as difficult to pleaſe, and as 
extravagant in the choice and price of their 
knives as any young buck in Boſton would be 
about his hat, buckles, or coat. As ſoon as a 
knife is injured, or ſuperceded by a more conye- 
nient one, it is carefully laid up in fome. corner 
of their deſk. * I once ſaw upwards of fifty thus 
preſerved at Mr. 's, one of the worthieſt 
men on this iſland ;. and among the whole, there 
was 
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was not one that perfectly reſembled another. 
As the ſea excurſions are often very long, their 
| wives in their abſence, are neceſſarily obliged to 
tranſſct buſineſs, to ſettle accounts, and in 
ſhort, to rule and provide for their families. 
Theſe circumſtances being often repeated, give 
women the abilities as well as a taſte for that 
kind of ſuperintendency, to which, by their 
prudence and good management, they ſeem to 
be in general very equal. This employment 
ripens their judgment, and juſtly entitles them 
to a rank ſuperior to that of other wives; and 
this is the principal reaſon why thoſe of Nan- 
tucket as well as thoſe of Montreal“ are ſo fond 
of ſociety, ſo affable, and ſo converſant with 
the affairs of the world. The men at their re- 
turn, weary with the fatigues of the ſea, full 
of confidence and love, Chearfully give their 
conſent to every tranſaction that has happened 
during their abſence, and all is joy and peace. 
« Wife, thee haſt done well,” is the general 
approbation they receive, for their application 
and induſtry. What would the men do without 
the agency of theſe faithful mates? The ab- 
ſence of ſo many of them at particular ſeaſons, 
leaves the town quite deſolate; and this mourn- 
ful ſituation diſpoles the women to go to each 
other's houſe much oftener than when their huſ- 
bands are at home: hence the cuſtom of inceſ- 
ſant viſiting has infected every one, and even 
thoſe whoſe huſbands do not go abroad. The 
houſe is always cleaned before they ſet out, and 
with peculiar alacrity they purſue their intended 
viſit, which conſiſts of a ſocial chat, a diſh of 
tea, 


® Moſt of the merchants and young men of Montreal, ſpend 
the greateſt part of their time in trading with the Indians, at 
an amazing diſtance from Canada; and it often happens that 
they are three years together abſent from home, 
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tea, and an hearty ſupper. When the 
man of the houſe returns from his labour, he 
peaceably goes after his wife and brings her 
home; mean while the young fellows, equally 
vigilant, eaſily find out which is the moſt con- 
venient houſe, and there they aſſemble with the 
girls of the neighbourhood. Inſtead of cards, 
muſical inſtruments, or ſongs, they relate ſto- 
ries of their whaling voyages, their various ſea 
adventures, and talk of the different coaſts and 
people they have viſited. The iſland of Ca- | 
de tharine in the Brazils, ſays one is a very 
e droll iſland, it is inhabited by none but men; 
« women are not permitted to come in fight of 
© jt; not a woman is there on the whole iſland. 
« Who among us is not glad it is not ſo here? J 
„The, Nantucket girls and boys beat the 
« world.” At this innocent ſally the titter 
s round, they whiſper to one another their 
pontaneos reflections : puddings, pyes, and 
cuſtards never fail to be produced on ſuch ocea- 
ſions; for I believe there never were any people 
in their circumſtances, -who- live ſo well, even 
to ſuperabundance. As inebriation is unknown, 
and mufic, ſinging, and dancing, are held in' 
equal deteſtation, they never <could fill all the 
vacant hours of their lives without the repaſt of 
the table, Thus theſe young people fit and 
talk, and divert themſelves as well as they can;. 
if any one has lately returned froma cruiſe, he 
is generally the ſpeaker of the night; they * 
often all laugh aud talk together, but they are' 
happy, and would not exchange their pleaſures 
for thoſe of the moſt brilliant aſſemblies in Eu- 
rope. This laſts until the father and mother 
return; when all retire to their reſpective homes, 
the men reconducting the partners of their af- 
fections. ; wok Thus 


- 
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Thus they ſpend many of the youthful even- 
ings of their lives; no wonder therefore, that 


was marry ſo early. But no ſooner have they 
unde 


rgone this ceremony than they ceaſe to ap- 
pear ſo chearful and gay; the new rank they 
hold in the ſociety impreſſes them with more ſe- 
rious ideas than were entertained before. The 
title: of maſter of a family neceſſarily requires 
more ſolid behaviour and deportment ; the new 
wife follows in the trammels of Cuſtom, which 
are as powerful as the tyranny of faſhion ; ſhe 
—_— y adviſes and directs; the new huſband 
oon goes to ſea, he leaves her to learn and ex- 
erciſe the new government, in which ſhe is en- 


| tered. Thoſe who ſtay. at home are full as paſ- 


= 


of Sherburn in ſo doing, comply only with the 


ſive in general, at leaſt with regard to the infe- 
rior departments of the family. But you muſt 
not imagine from this account that the Nantuc- 
ket wives are turbulent, of high temper, ard 
difficult to be ruled; on the contrary, the wives 


prevailing cuſtom of the iſland: the huſbands, 
equally ſubmiffive to the ancient and reſpectable 
manners of their country, ſubmit, without ever 
ſuſpecting that there can be any. impropriety. 
Were they to behave otherwiſe, they would be 
afraid of ſubverting the principles of their ſo- 
ciety by altering its ancient rules: thus both 
parties are perfectly ſatisfied, and all is peace 
and concord. The richeſt perſon now in the 
iſland owes all his preſent profperity and ſuc- 
ceſs to the ingenuity of his wife: this is a 
known fact which is well recorded; for while 
he was performing his firſt cruiſes, ſhe traded 
with pins and needles, and kept a ſchool. Af- 
terward ſhe purchaſed more conſiderable arti- 
cles, which ſhe ſold with ſo much 1 

| | at. 
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that ſhe laid the foundation of a ſyſtem of buſi- 
neſs, that ſhe has ever ſince proſecuted with 
equal dexterity and ſucceſs. She wrote to Lon- 
don, formed connections, and, in ſhort, be- 
came the only oſtenſible inſtrument of that 
houſe, both at home and abroad. Who is he 
in this country, and who is a citizen of Nan- 
tucket or Boſton, who does not know Aunt Nei- 
ab? I muſt tell you that ſhe is the wife of Mr. 
Cn, a very reſpectable man, who, well 
pleaſed with all her ſchemes, truſts to her 
judgment, and relies on her ſagacity, with fo 
entire. a confidence, as to be altogether paſſive 
to the concerns of his family. They have the 
beſt country ſeat on the iſland, at Quayes, 
where they live with hoſpitality, and in perfect 
union: he ſeems to be altogether the contem- 
plative man, Es. 

To this dexterity in managing the huſband's 
buſineſs whilſt he is abſent, the Nantucket 
wives unite a great deal of 2 They 
ſpin, or cauſe to be ſpun in their houſes, abun- 
dance of wool and flax; and would be for ever 
diſgraced and looked upon as idlers if all the 
family were not clad in good, neat, and ſuffi- 
cient homeſpun cloth. Fir Days are the only 
ſeaſons when it is lawful for both ſexes to ex- 
hibit ſome garments: of Engliſh manufacture; 
even theſe are of the moſt moderate price, and 
of the graveſt colours: there is no kind of dif- 
ference in their dreſs, they are all clad alike, 
ne OR in that reſpect the members of one 
amily. | 

A ſingular cuſtom prevails here among the 
women, at which I was greatly ſurprized ; and 
am really at a loſs how to account for the ori- 
ginal cauſe that has introcuced in this primitive 


ſociety _ 
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ſociety ſo remarkable a faſhion, or rather ſo ex. 
traordinary a want. They have adopted theſe 
many years, the Aſiatic cuſtom of taking a doſe 
of opiam every morning ; and ſo deeply rooted 
is it, that they would be at a loſs how to live 
without this indulgence; they would rather be 
| deprived of any neceflary than forego their fa- 
vourite luxury. This is much more prevailing 
among the women than the men, few of the 
2 caught the contagion; though the 
ſheriff, whom I may call the Frſt perſon in the 
iſland, who is an eminent phyſician beſide, and 
whom I had. the pleaſure of being well ac- 
quainted with, has for many years ſubmitted 
to this cuſtom, He takes three grains of it eve- 
ry day after breakfaſt, without the effects of 
which, he often told me, he was not able to 
tranſact any buſineſs, | 
It is hard to conceive how a people always 
happy and healthy, in conſequence of the ex- 
erciſe and labour they undergo, never oppreſſed 
with the vapours of idleneſs, yet ſhould want 
the fictitious effects of opium to preſerve that 
chearfulneſs to' which their temperance, their 
climate, their happy ſituation” ſo juſtly. entitle 
them. But where is the ſociety perfectly free 
from error or folly: the leaſt imperfect is un- 
doubtedly that where the greateſt good prepon- 
derates ; and agreeable to this rule, I can truly 
ſay, that I never was 1 with a leſs vi- 
cious, or a more harmleſs one. 5 
The majority of the preſent inhabitants are 
the deſcendants of the twenty-ſeven firſt pro- 
prietors, who patenteed the iſland ; of the reſt, 
many others have ſince come over among them, 
chiefly from the Maſſachuſets: here are neither 
Scotch, Iriſh, nor French, as is the caſe * 
mo 


i 
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molt other ſettlements ; they are an unmixed 
Engliſh breed. The conſequence of this ex- 
— connexion is, that they are all in ſome 
degree related to each other: you muſt not be 
ſurprized therefore when I tell you, that they 


always call each other couſin, uncle or aunt; 


which are become ſuch common appellations, 
that no other are made uſe of in their daily in- 
tercourſe: you would be deemed ſtiff and affedt- 
ed were you to refuſe conforming yourſelf to 
this ancient cuſtom, which truly depicts the 
image of a large family. The many who reſide 
here that have not the leaſt claim of relationſhip 


with any one in the town, yet by the power of 
cuſtom make uſe of no other addreſs in their 


converſation, Were you here yourſelf but a 
few days, you would be obliged to adopt the 
ſame phraſeology, which is far from being diſ- 


agreeable, as it implies a general acquaintance }. 


and friendſhip, which connects them all in uni- 
ty and peace. . 91 
Their taſte for fiſhing has been · ſo prevailing, 
that it has engroſſed all their attention, and 
even prevented them from introducing ſcme 
_ degree of perfection in their agriculture, 
ere are many .uſeful improvements which 
might have-meliorated their ſoil ; there are ma- 
ny trees which if tranſplanted here would have 
thriven extremely well, and would have ſerved 
to ſhelter as well as decorate the favourite ſpots 
they have ſo carefully manured. The red cedar, 
the locuſt®, the button wood, I am perſwaded 
would have grown here rapidly and to a great 
ſize, with many others ; but their thoughts are 


turned | 


* A ſpecies of what we call here he two-thorn acacia; f. 
ields the moſt valuable timber we have, and its ſhade is very 
beneficial to the growth and goodneſs of the graſs, 
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turned altogether toward the'ſea, The Indian 
corn begins to yield them conſiderable crops, 
and the wheat ſown on its ſtocks is become a 
very profitable grain; rye will grow with little 
care; they might raiſe if they would, an im- 

menſe quantity of buck-wheat. 
Such an iſland inhabited as I have deſcribed, 
is not the place where gay travellers ſhould,re- 
ſort, in order to enjoy that variety of pleaſures 
the more ſplendid towns of this continent af- 
ford. Not that they are wholly deprived of 
what we might call recreations, and innocent 
paſtimes ; but opulence, inſtead of luxuries and 
extravagancies, produces nothing more here 
than an increaſe of buſineſs, an additional de- 
gree of hoſpitality, greater neatneſs in the pre- 
paration of diſhes, and better wines. They of- 
ten walk and converſe with each other, as I 
have obſerved before; and upon extraordinary 
occaſions, will take a ride to Palpus, where 
there is an houſe of entertainment; but theſe 
rural amuſements are conducted upon the ſame 
plan of moderation, as thoſe in town. They 
are ſo ſimple as hardly to be deſcribed x the plea- 
ſure of going and returning together ; of chat- 
ting and walking about, of throwing the bar, 
-heaving ſtones, &c. are the only entertainments 
they are acquainted with. This is all they prac- 
tice, and all they ſeem to deſire. The houſe at 
Palpus is the general reſort of thoſe who poſſeſs 
the luxury of a horſe and chaiſe, as well as of 
thoſe who ſtill retain, as the majority do, a pre- 
dilection for their primitive vehicle, By reſort- 
| ing to that place they enjoy a change of air, they 
taſte the pleaſures of exerciſe ; perhaps an exhi- 
lirating bowl, not at all improper in this cli- 
mate, affords the chief indulgence —_— ” 
DES ele 
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theſe people, on the days of their greateſt feſti- 
vity. The mounting a horſe, muſt afford a moſt 
pleaſing exerciſe to thoſe men who are ſo much 
at fea, I was once invited to that houſe, and 


had the ſatisfation of conducting thither one of 


the many beauties of that iſland (for it abounds 
with handſome women) dreſſed in all the be- 
witching attire of the moſt charming ſimplicity: 
like the reſt of the company, ſhe was chearful 
without loud laughs, and ſmiling without af- 
fectation. They all appeared gay without le- 
vity. I had never before in my life ſeen ſo much 
unaffected mirth, mixed with ſo much modeſty. 
The pleaſures of the day were enjoyed with t 
reateſt livelineſs and the moſt innocent free- 
Join ; no diſguſting pruderies, no coquetiſh airs 


tarniſhed this enlivening aſſembly : they behaved 
according to their native diſpoſitions, the only 
rules of decorum with which they were ac- 


quainted. What would an European viſitor 
have done here 'without a fiddle, without a 


dance, without cards? He would have called 


it an infipid afſembly, and ranked this amon 
the dulleſt days he had ever ſpent. This rur 
excurſion had a very great affinity to thoſe prac- 
tiſed in our province, with this difference only, 
that we have no objection to the ſportive dance, 
though conducted by the rough accents of ſome 
ſelf-taught African fidler. We returned as 
happy as we went; and the brightneſs of the 
moon kindly lengthened a day which had paſt, 
_ other agreeable ones, with fingular ra- 
Pidity. » | 1 
— to view the iſland in its longeſt di- 


rection from the town, I took a ride to the eaſt- 
ernmoſt parts of it, remarkable only for the Po- 


chick Rip, where their beſt fiſh are caught, 1 
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| by: the Tetoukemah lots, which are the 
Felds of the community ;. the fences were made 
of cedar poſts and rails, and looked perfectly 
ſtraight and neat; the various crops they en- 
cloſed were flouriſhing: thence 1 deſcended into 
Barrey's Valley, where the blue and the ſpear 
graſs looked more abundant than I had ſeen on 
any other part of the iſland; thence to Gib's 
Pond; and arrived at laſt at Siaſconcet. Seve- 
ral dwellings had been erected on this wild 
ſhore, for the purpoſe of ſheltering the fiſher- 
men in the ſeaſon of fiſhing; I found them all 
empty, except that particular one, to which I 
had been directed. It was like the others, built 
on the higheſt part of the ſhore, in the face of 

the 2 ocean; the ſoil appeared to be com- 
: poſed of no other ſtratum but ſand, covered 
with a thinly ſcattered herbage. What render- 
ed this houſe ſtill more worthy of notice in my 
eyes, was, that it had been built on the ruins 
of one of the ancient huts, erected by the firſt 
ſettlers, for obſerving the a 
whales. Here lived a ſingle family without a 
Neighbour ; I had never before ſeen a ſpot better 
.calculated to cheriſh ' contemplative ideas ; per- 
fectly unconnected with the great world, and far 
removed from its perturbations. The ever rag- 
ing ocean was all that: preſented itſelf to the 
view of this family; it irreſiſtibly attracted my 
whole attention: my eyes were involuntarily 
directed to the horizontal line of that watry ſur- 


face, which is ever in motion, and ever threat- 


* 


ening deſtruction to theſe ſhores. My ears were 
ſtunned with the roar of its waves rolling one 


over the other, as if impelled by a ſuperior force 
ood, My 


to overwhelm the ſpot on which 1 
- noſtrils involuntarily inhaled the ſaline pe 
| whic 
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which aroſe from the diſperſed particles of the 
foaming. billows, or from the weeds ſcattered 
on the RET My mind ſuggeſted a thouſand 
vague Wess Gres pleaſi ng in the hour of their 
Ipontanedus birth, but now half forgot, and all 
indiſtinct: and who is the landmen that can 
behold without affright fo ſingular an element, 
which by its impetuolity ſeems to be the de- 
ſtroyer of this poor planet, yet at particulay 
times accumulates the ſcattered fragments and 
produces iſlands and continents fit for men to 
dwell on! Who can obſerve the regular viciſ- 
ſitudes of its waters without aſtoniſhment ; now 
ſwelling themſelves in order to penetrate through 
every river and opening, and thereby facilitate 
navigation ; at other times retiring from the 
ſhores, to permit man to collect that variety of 
ſhell fiſh which is the ſupport of the poor? 
Who can ſee the ſtorms of wind, blowing ſome- 
times with an impetuoſity ſufficiently ſtron 
even to move the earth, without feeling himſelf 
affected beyond the. ſphere of common ideas? 
Can this wind which but a few days ago re- 
freſhed our American fields, and cooled us in 
the ſhade, be the ſame element which now and 
then ſo powerfully convulſes the waters of the 
ſea, diſmaſts veſſels, cauſes ſo many ſhipwrecks, 
and-ſuch extenſive deſolations? How diminu- 
tive does a-man appear to himſelf when filled 
with theſe thoughts, and ſtanding as I did on 
the verge of the ocean! This family lived en- 
tirely by fiſhing, for the plough has not dared 
et to diſturb the parched ſurface of the neigh- 
uring plain; and to what purpoſe could this 
operation be performed] Where is it that man- 
kind will not find ſafety, - peace, and abun- 
dance, with freedom and civil happineſs? No- 
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thing was wanting here to make this a moſt 
philoſophical retreat, but a few ancient trees, 
to ſhelter contemplation in its beloved ſolitude. 
There I ſaw a numerous family of children of 
various ages—the bleflings of an early marriages 
they were ruddy as the cherry, healthy as 
fiſh they lived on, hardy as the pine knots :, the 
eldeſt were already able to encounter the boiſter- 
ous waves, and ſhuddered not at their approach 
early initiating themſelves in the myſteries of 
that ſeafaring career, for which they, were all 
intended: the younger, timid as yet, on the 
edge of a leſs agitated pool, were teaching 
_ themſelves with nut-ſhells and pieces of wood, 
in imitation of boats, how to navigate in a fu- 
ture day the larger veſſels of their father, through 
a rougher and deeper ocean. I ſtaid two days 
there on purpoſe'to become acquainted with the 
different branches of their economy, and their 
manner of living in this ſingular retreat. The 
clams, the oyſters of the ſhores, with the addi- 
tion of Indian Dimplings*, conſtituted their 
daily and moſt ſubſtantial food. Larger fiſh 
were often caught on the neighbouring rip; 
theſe afforded them their reatelf dainties; they 
had likewiſe plenty of ſmoked bacon. The 
Noiſe of the wheels announced the induſtry of 
the mother and daughters; one of them had 
been bred a weaver, and having a loom in the 
| houſe, found means of cloathing the whole 
family; they were perfectly at eaſe, and ſeemed 
to want for nothing. I found very few books 
among, theſe people, who have very little time 
for reading; the Bible and a few ſchool tracts, 
both in the Nattick and Engliſh * 
ye.” k | conſti- 
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* ladizn Dumplings, are a peculiar preparation of Iadiau 
meal, boiled in large lumps. 
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conſtituted their-'moſt- numerous/libraries. T 


ſa indeed ſeveral copies of Hudibras, and Jo- 
ſephus; but no one knows who firſt imported 
them. It is ſomething extraordinary to ſee this 
people, profeſſedly ſo grave, and ſtrangers to 
every branch of iterature, reading with plea- 
ſure the former work, which ſhould ſeem to re- 
quire ſome degree of taſte, and antecedent hiſto- 
rical knowledge. © They all read it much, and 
can by niemory repeat many paſſages; which 
yet I could not diſcover that they underſtood 
the beauties of. Is it not a little ſingular to ſee 
theſe books in the hands of fiſhermen, who are 
perfe& ſtrangers almoſt to any other? Joſe- 
phus's hiſtory is indeed intelligible, and much 
fitter for their modes of education and taſte; 
as it deſcribes the hiſtory of a people from 
whom we have received the prophecies which 
we believe, and the religious laws which we 

follow. x. | 
Learned travellers, returned from ſeeing the 
paintings and antiquities of Rome and Italy, 
ſtill filled with the admiration and reverence 
they inſpire ; would hardly be perſuaded that ſo 
contemptible a ſpot, which contains ,nothing 
remarkable but the genius and the induſtry of 
its inhabitants, could ever be an object worthy 
attention. But I, having never ſeen the beau- 
ties which Europe contains, chearfully ſatisfy 
myſelf with attentively examining what my na- 
tive country exhibits : if we have neither anci- 
ent eng gilded palaces, nor elevated 
ſpires: we enjoy in our woods a ſubſtantial 
happineſs which the wonders of art cannot com- 
municate, None among us ſuffer oppreſſion ei- 
ther from government or religion ; there are 
very few poor except * idle, and fortunately 
2 the 
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the force of example, and the moſt ample en- 
couragement, ſoon create a new principle of 
activity, which had been extinguiſhed perhaps 
in their native country, for want of thoſe oppor- 
tunities which ſo often compel honeſt Europeans 
to ſeek ſhelter among us. The means of pro- 
curing ſubſiſtence in Europe are limited; the 
army may be full, the navy may abound with 
ſeamen, the land perhaps wants no additional 
labourers, the manufacturer is overcharged with 
ſuperhumerary hands; what then muſt become 
of the unemployed? Here, on the contrary, 
human induſtry has acquired a boundleſs field 
to exert itſelf in— a field which will not be fully 


cultivated in many ages! 
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DESCRIPTION OF CHARLES-TOWN; THOUGHTS 
' , ON SLAVERY ; . ON PHYSICAL EVIL; A ME- 
LANCROLY SCENE, LS | 


C HARLES-TOWN is, in the north, what 
Lima is in the ſouth ; both are Capitals of the 
richeſt provinces of their reſpective hemiſpheres: 
you may therefore conjecture, that both cities 
muſt exhibit the appearances neceſſarily reſult- 
ing from riches. ' Peru abounding in gold, Li- 
ma is filled with inhabitants who enjoy all thofe 
gradations of pleaſure, refinement,” and luxury, 
which proceed from wealth. Carolina produces 
commodities, more valuable perhaps than gold, 
; becauſe they are gained by greater induſtry ; it 
exbibits-alſs' on our northern ſtage, a diſplay of 
riches and luxury, inferior indeed to the former, 
but far ſuperior to what are to be ſeen in our 
northern towns. Its ſituation is admirable, be- 
ing built at the confluence of two large rivers, 
which receive in their courſe a great number of 
Inferior: ſtreams; all navigable, in the ſpring, 
for flat boats. Here the produce of this exten- 
ſive territory concentres; here therefore is the 


ſeat ' of the moſt valuable exportation; their 


wharfs, their docks, their magazines, are ex- 
tremely convenient to facilitate this great com- 
mercial buſineſs. The inhabitants are the gay- 
eſt in America; it is called the center of our 
beau monde, and is always filled with the rich- 
eſt planters of the province, who reſort hither 
in queſt of health and pleaſure. Here are al- 

ways 
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ways to be ſeen a great number of valetudinari- 
ans from the Weſt- Indies, ſeeking for the reno- 
vation of health, exhauſted by the debilitating 
nature of their ſun, air, and modes of living. 
Many of theſe Weſt-Indians have I ſeen, at 
thirty, loaded with the infirmities of-old age; 
for nothing is more common in thoſe countries 
of wealth, than for perſons to loſe the abilities 
of enjoying the comforts of life, at a time when 
we northern men juſt begin to taſte the fruits of 
our labour and prudence. The round of plea- 
ſure, and the expences of thoſe citizens? tables, 
are much ſuperior to what you would imagine: 
_ - - indeed the growth of this town and province 
have been aſtoniſhingly rapid. It is pity that 
the narrowneſs of the neck on which it ſtands 
prevents it from increaſing ; and which is the 
reaſon why houſes are ſo dear. The heat of the 
climate, which is ſometimes very great in the 
. parts of the country, is always tempe- 
rate in Charles- Town; though ſometimes when 
they have no fea breezes the ſun is too powerful. 
The climate renders exceſſes of all kinds very 
dangerous, particularly thoſe of the table; and 
yet, inſenſible or fearleſs of danger, they live 
on, and enjoy a ſhort and a merry life; the 
© rays of their ſun ſeem to urge them irreſiſtibly 
to diſſipation and pleaſure; on the contrary, 
the women, from being abſtemious, reach to a 
longer period of life, and ſeldom die without 
| having had ſeveral huſbands.. An European at 
his firſt arrival muſt be greatly ſurpriſed when 
he ſees the elegance of their houſes, their ſump- 
tuous furniture, as well as the magnificence 
of their tables; can he imagine himſelf in a 
country, the eſtabliſhment of which is ſo re- 
cent? . 
| The 


The three principal claſſes of inhabitants are, 
lawyers, planters, and merchants ; this is the 
province which has afforded to the firſt the rich- 
eſt ſpoils, for nothing can exceed their wealth, 


their power, and their influence. They bave 


reached the ne Pipe ultra of worldly felicity ; no 
plantation is ecured, no title is good, no will 
is valid, but what they dictate, , regulate, and 
approve. The whole maſs of provincial pro- 
perty is become tributary to this ſociety ; which, 
far above prieſts and biſhops, diſdain to be ſa- 


tisfied with the poor Moſaical portion of the 


tenth, I appeal to the many inhabitants, who, 


while contending perhaps for their right to a 


few hundred *acres, have loſt by the mazes of 
the law their whole patrimony. Theſe men are 
more properly law givers than interpreters of the 


law ; and have united here, as well as in moſt , 
other provinces, the {kill and dexterity of the 


ſcribe with the power and ambition of the 
prince: who can tel} where this may lead in a 
future day ? The nature of our laws, and the 
ſpirit of freedom, which often tends to make us 


litigious, muſt neceſſarily throw the greateſt - 
part of the property of the colonies into the 


hands of theſe gentlemen, In another centu 
the law will poſſeſs in the north, what now th 
church poſſeſſes in Peru-and Mexico. 


* 


While all is joy, feſtivity, and happineſs in 
Charles- Town, would you imagine that ſcenes 
of miſery overſpread in the country? Their 
ears by habit are become deaf, their hearts are 
hardened ;. they neither ſee, hear, nor feel for 
the woes of their poor ſlaves, from whoſe pain- 
ful labours all their wealth proceeds. Here the 


horrors of ſlavery, the hardſhip of inceſſant - 


toils, are unſeen ; and no one thinks with com- 


paſſion 


| 
| 
| 
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paſſion of thofe ſhowers of ſweat and of tears 
which from the bodies of Africans, daily drop, 
and moiſten the ground they till. The cracks 
of the whip urging theſe miſerable beings to 
exceſſive labour, are far too diſtant from the gay 
Capital to be heard. The choſen race eat, 
drink, and live happy, while the unfortunate 
one grubs up the er raiſes indigo, or huſks 
the rice; expoſed to a fun full as ſcorching as 
their native one; without the ſupport of good 
food, without the cordials of any chearing li- 
quor, This great contraſt has often afforded 
me ſubjects of the moſt afflicting meditation. 
On the one ſide, behold a people enjoying all 
that life affords moſt bewitching and 7 
ble, without labour, without Reise, hardly 
ſubjected to the trouble of wiſhing. With gold, 
dug from Peruvian mountains, they order veſ- 
ſels to the coaſts of Guinea; by virtue of that 
gold, wars, murders, and devaſtations are com- 
mitted in ſome harmleſs, peaceable African 
neighbourhood, where dwelt innocent people, 
_ who even knew not but that all men were black. 
The daughter torn from her weeping mother, 
the child from the wretched parents, the wife 
from the loving huſband ; whole families ſwept 
| "_ and brought through ſtorms and tempeſts 
to this rich.metropolis | There, arranged like 
horſes at a fair, they are branded like cattle, and 
then driven to toil, to ſtarve, and to languiſh 
for a few years on the different plantations of 
theſe citizens. And for whom muſt they work ? 
For perſons they know not, and who have no 
other power over them than that of violence; 
no other right than what 'this accurſed metal 
has given them ! Srange order of things! Oh, 


Nature, where art thou? — Are not theſe ey 
þ tn) 
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thy children as well as we ? On the other ſide, 
nothing is to be ſeen but the moſt diffuſive miſe- 
ry and wretchedneſs, unrelieved even in thought 
or wiſh | Day after day they drudge on with- 
out any proſpect of ever 2 for themſelves; 
they are obliged to devote their lives, their limbs, 
their will, and every vital exertion to {well the 
wealth of maſters; who look not upon them 
with half the kindneſs and affection with which 
they conſider their dogs and horſes. Kindneſs 
a: affection are not the portion of thoſe who 
till the earth, who carry burdens, who convert 
the logs into uſeful boards. This reward, ſim- 
ple and natural as one would conceive it, would 
border. on humanity ; and planters muſt have 
none of it big | | 

If negroes are permitted to become fathers, 
this fatal indulgence only tends to increaſe their 
miſery :. the poor companions of their ſcanty 
Ps are likewiſe the companions of their 
abours ; and when at ſome critical ſeaſons they 
could wiſh to ſee them relieved, with tears in 


their eyes they behold them perhaps doubly op- 


preſſed, obliged to bear the burden of nature 
a fatal preſfent—as well as that of unabated - 
taſks. - How many have I feen curſing the ir- 
reſiſtible propenſity, and regretting, that by 
having taſted of thoſe harmleſs joys, they had 
become the authors of double mifery.,to their 
wives. Like their maſters, they are not permit- 
ted to partake of thoſe ineffable ſenſations; with 
which nature inſpires the hearts of fathers and 
mothers; they muſt repel them all, and become 
callous and paſſive. This unnatural ſtate of- 
ten occaſions the moſt acute, the molt pungent 
of their afictions ; they have no time, like us, 
tenderly to rear their = pleſs offspring, to nurſe 
et IN 5 dne 
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them on their knees, 'to enjoy the delight of be- 
ing parents. Their paternal fondneſs is em- 
bittered by conſidering, that if their children 
live, they muſt live to be ſlaves like themſelyes ; 
no time is allowed them to exerciſe their pious 
office, the mothers muſt faſten them on their 
backs, and, with this double load, follow their 
huſbands in the fields, where they too often hear 
no other ſound than that of the voice or whip of 
the taſk-maſter, and the cries of their infants, 
broiling in the ſun. Theſe unfortunate crea- 
tures cry and weep like their parents, without a 
poſſibility of relief; the very inſtinct of the 
brute, 2 laudable, ſo irreſiſtible, runs counter 
here to their maſter's intereſt ; and to that god, 
all the laws of nature muſt give way. Thus 
omen: get rich; ſo raw ſo unexperienced am 
in this mode of life, that were I to be poſſeſ- 
ſed of a plantation, and my flaves treated as in 
general they are here, never could I reſt in 
peace; my ſleep would be perpetually diſturbed 
by a retroſpect of the frauds committed in Afri- 
ca, in order to entrap them; frauds ſurpaſſi 
in enormity every thing which a common mind 
can poſſibly conceive, I ſhould be thinking of 
the barbarous treatment they meet with on Gip- 
board; of their anguiſh, of the deſpair neceſ- 
ſarily inſpired by their fituation, when torn 
from their friends and relations ; when deliver- 
eld into the hands of a people differently colour- 
ed, whom they cannot underſtand ; carried in 
-a ſtrange machine over an ever agitated element, 
-which they had never ſeen before; and finally 
delivered over to the ſeverities of the whippers, 
and the exceſſive labours of the field. — it 
be poſſible that the force of cuſtom ſhould ever 
mate me deaf to all theſe reſlections, and _ 
e's | &: enNNDIC 
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ſenſible to the injuſtice of that trade, and to 
their miſeries, as the rich inhabitants of this 
town ſeems to be? What then is man; this 
being who boaſts ſo much of the excellence and 
dignity of his nature, among that yariety of 
unſcrutable myſteries, of unſolveahle problems, 
with which he is ſurrounded? The reaſon why 
man has been thus created, is not the leaſt aſto- 
niſhing! It is ſaid, I know that they are much 
happier here than in the Weſt-Indies ; becauſe 
land being cheaper upon this continent than in 
thoſe iſlands, the fields allowed them to raiſe 
their ſubſiſtence from, are in general more ex- 
tenſiye. The only poſſible chance of any alle- 
viation depends on the humour of the planters, 
who, bred in the midſt of ſlaves, learn from the 
example of their parents to deſpiſe them; and 
ſeldom conceive either from religion or philoſo- 
phy, any ideas that tend to make their fate leſs 
calamitous; except ſome ſtrong native tender- 
neſs of heart, ſome rays of philanthropy, over- 
come the obduracy contracted by habit. | 
I have not reſided here long enough to be- 
come inſenſible of pain for the objects which I 
every day behold. In the, choice of my friends 
and acquaintance, I always endeayour to find 
out thoſe whoſe diſpoſitions are ſomewhat con- 
genial with my own. We have ſlaves likewiſe 
in our northern provinces z I hope the time 
draws near when they will be all emancipated : 
but bow different their lot, how different their 
ſituation, in every poſſible reſpet ! They enjoy 
as much liberty as their — they are a8 
well clad, and as well fed; in health and ſick- 
neſs they are tenderly taken care of; they live 
under the ſame roof, and are, truly — 
a part of our families. Many of them are 
* ED, taught. 


ers have emancipated, have received tha 
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taught to read and write, and are well inſtruct- 
ed in the principles of religion; they are the 
companions of our labours, and treated as ſuch; 
they enjoy many perquiſites, many eftabliſhed 


holidays, and are not obliged to work more 


than white people. They marry where inclina- 
tion leads them; viſit their wives every week; 
are as decently clad as the common people; the 

are indulged in educating, cheriſhing, and chal⸗ 
tiſing their children, who are taught ſubordi- 
nation to them as to their lawful parents: in 


- ſhort, they participate in many of the benefits 


of our ſociety, without being obliged to bear 


any of its burthens. They are fat, healthy, 


and hearty, and far from repining at their fate; 
they think themſelves happier than many of the 
lower claſs of whites: they ſhare with their 
maſters the wheat and meat proviſion they help 
to raiſe ; many of thoſe whom the uak- 
t great 
denefit with tears of regret, and have never 
quitted, though free, their former maſters and 
denefactors. e tei Rb e 

But is it really true, as I have heard it affert- 
ed here, that thoſe blacks are incapable of feel. 
ing the ſpurs of emulation, and the chearful 
ſound of encouragement. By no means; there 
are a thoufand proofs exiſting of their gratitude 
and fidelity: thoſe hearts in which ſuch noble 
diſpoſitions can grow, are then like our's, they 
are ſuſceptible of every | rg ſentiment, of 
every uſeful motive of action; they are capable 
of receiving lights, of imbibing ideas that 
would greatly alleviate the weight of their mi- 
ſerics. But what methods have in general been 
made uſe of to obtain ſo defirable an end? 
None; the day/in-which they td: 1 
«x * . N b Od, 
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fold, is the firſt of their labours; laboursz which 


from that hour admit of no reſpite z for though 


indulged by law with relaxation on Sundays, 
they are obliged to employ that time which is 
intended for reſt, to till their little plantations. 
What can be ex 
circumſtances? 


orced from their native coun- 


from wretches in ſuch. 


try, cruelly treated when on board, and not ' 


leſs ſo on the plantations to which they are driv- 
en ; is there any thing in this treatment but 
what muſt kindle all the paſſions, ſow the ſeeds 
of inveterate reſentment, and nouriſh a wiſh of 
perpetual revenge? They are left to the irre- 
ſiſtible effects of thoſe ftrong and natural /pro- 
penſities; the blows they receive are they con- 
ducive to extinguiſh them, or to win their af- 
fections? they are neither ſoothed by the hopes 
that their ſlavery will ever terminate but with 
their lives; or yet encouraged by the goodnefs 
of their food, or the mildneſs of their treatment. 
The very hopes held out to mankind by religi- 
on, that conſolatory ſyſtem, fo uſeful to t 

miſerable, are never preſented to them; neither 
moral nor phyſical means are made uſe of to 
ſoften their chains; they are left in their origi- 
nal and untutored ſtate ; that very ſtate where- 
in the natural propenſities of revenge and warm 
paſſions, are ſo ſoon kindled. Cheered by no 
one - ſingle motive that can impel the will, or 
Excite their efforts; nothing but terrors and 
puniſhments are preſented to them; death is 
denounced if they run away; horrid delacera- 
tion if they ſpeak with their native freedom; 
perpetually awed by the terrible' cracks of 
whips, or by the fear of capital puniſhments, 
while even thoſe puniſhments often fail of their 


pur paſe. i L 2 ; 
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— — ſettled a few years ago at 
George-T own, and feeling as I do now, — 
.ly recommended to the planters, from the pul- 
22 relaxation of ſeverity ; he introduced the 
benignity of Chriſtianity, and — 
made: uſe of the admirable precepts of that ſyſ- 
tem to melt the hearts of his congregation into 
a greater degree. of compaſſion toward their 
faves than had been hitherto cuſtomary ; *©* Sir 
„ ſaid one of his hearers) we pay you a gen- 
. teel m_ to read to us the prayers of the li- 
tu nd to explain to us ſuch parts of the 
4 Golpel as the rule of the church directs; but 
e we do not want you to teach us what we are 
4 to; do with our blacks.” The clergyman 
Found it prudent to with-hold any farther ad- 
'monition. Whence this aſtoniſhing right, or 
rather this barbarous cuſtom, for moſt certain] 

we have no kind of right beyond that of force. 

We are told, it is true, that flavery cannot be 
fo repugnant to human nature as we at firſt ima- 
gine, — it has been practiſed in all ages, 
and in all nations: the Lacedemonians them- 
ſelves, thoſe great aſſertors of liberty, conquer- 
ed the. Helotes with the deſign of making them 
their ſlaves; the Romans, whom we conſider 
as our maſters in civil and military polity, lived 
in the exerciſe of the moſt horrid ' oppreſſion ; 
they conquered to plunder and to enſlave. 
What a hideous aſpect the face of the earth 
- muſt then have exhibited ! Provinces, towns, 
diſtricts, often depopulated ; their inhabitants 
driven to Rome, the greateſt market in the 
world, and there ſold by thouſands ! The Ro- 
man dominions were tilled by-the hands of un- 
- fortunate people, who had once been, like their 
victors free, rich, and poſſeſſed of every bus 
Wie | iety 
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ſociety can confer z until they became ſadjeck to 
the cruel right of war, and to lawleſs force. 
| Is there then no ſuperintending power who con- 
ducts the moral operations of the world, as 
well as the phyſical? The ſame ſublime hand 
which guides the planets round the ſun with fo 
much exactneſs, which preſerves the arrange 
ment of the whole with ſuch exalted wiſdom 
and paternal care, and prevents the vaſt ſ 
from falling into confuſion ; doth it abandon 


mankind to all the errors, the follies, and the 


miſeries, which their moſt frantic-rage, and 
— a dangerous vices and paſſions can pro- 
uce K 325 | 

The hiſtory of the earth | doth it preſent any 
thing but crimes of the moſt heinous nature, 
committed from one end of the world to the 


other? We obſerye avarice, rapine, and mur- 
der, equally prevailing in all parts. Hiſtory 
, perpetually tells us, of millions of people aban- 


doned to the caprice of the maddeſt princes, and 
of whole nations devoted to the blind fury: of 
tyrants. Countries deftrayed ; nations 
nately huried in ruins by othes nations; ſome 
parts. of the world beautifully cultivated, re- 
turned again into their priſtine ſtate ; the fruits 
of ages of induſtry, the toil of thouſands in a 
ſhort time deſtroyed by few] If one corner 
breathes in peace for a few years, it is, in turn 
ſubjected, torn, and levelled ; one would almoſt 
believe the principles of action in man, conſi- 
dered as the firſt nt of this planet, to be 
Poiſoned in their moſt efſential parts. We cer- 
2 are not that claſs of beings which we 
vainly 

; Preys ſeems to have rapine and the love of blood - 
—— 
| m 


think ourſelves to be; man an animal of 


ter- 
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moſt honourable occupation in ſociety: we 
never ſpeak of a hero of mathematics, a hero of 
knowledge or humanity; no, this illuſtrious 
appellation is reſerved for the moſt ſucceſsful 
butchers of the World. If Nature has given us 
"a fruitful ſoil to inhabit, ſhe has refuſed us ſuch 
inclinations and propenſities as would afford us 
the full enjoyment of it. Extenſive as the ſur- 
face of this planet is, not one half of it is yet 
cultivated, not half repleniſhed; ſhe created 
man, and placed him either in the woods or 
plains, and provided him with paſſions which 
muſt for ever oppoſe his happineſs: every thing 
is ſubmitted to the power of the ſtrongeſt; men, 
like the elements, are always at war; the weak- 
eſt yield to the moſt potent; force, ſubtilty, and 
malice, always triumph over unguarded honeſty, 
and ſimplicity. Benignity, moderation, and 
juſtice, are virtues adapted only to the humble 
paths of life: we love to talk of virtue and to 
admire its beauty, while in the ſhade of ſoli- 
tude, and retirement; but when we ftep forth 
into active life, if it happen to be in competi- 
tion with any peſſion or defire, do we obſerve it 
to prevail? Hence fo many religious impoſtors 
have triumphed over the credulity of mankind, 
and have rendered their frauds the creeds of ſuc- 
ceeding generations, during the courſe of many 
ages; until worn away * time, they have been 
replaced by new ones. Hence the moſt unjuſt 
war, if ſupported by the greateſt force, always 
ſucceeds ; hence the moſt juſt ones, when ſup- 
ported only by their juſtice, as often fail. Such 
is the aſcendancy of power; the fupreme arbiter 
of all the revolutions which we obſerve in this 
planet: ſo irreſiſtible is power, that it often 
thwarts the tendency of the moſt + 
iN 20 | - 
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and prevents their ſubſequent. ſalutary effects, 
though ordained for the good of man by the 
Governor of the univerſe. Such is the perverſe- 
neſs of human nature; who can deſcri e it in 
all its Jatitude ? DS ke | 
In the moments of our philanthropy we often 
talk of an indulgent natufe, a kind parent, who 
for the benefit of mankind has taken ſingular 
pains to = the genera of plants, fruits, grain, 
and the different productions of the earth; and 
has- ſpread peculiar bleſſings in each climate. 
This is undoubtedly an object of contemplation 
which calls forth our wafmeſt gratitude; for fo 
ſingularly benevolent have thoſe paternal in- 
tentions been, that where barrenneſs of foil or 
ſeverity of climate prevail, there ſhe has im- 
planted in the heart of man, ſentiments which 
over-balance every miſery, and ſupply the place 
of every want. She has given to the inhabi- 
tants of theſe regions, an attachment to their 
ſavage rocks and wild ſhores, unknown to thoſe 
who inhabit the fertile fields of the temperate 
zone. Yet if we attentively view this globe, 
will it not appear rather a place of puniſhment, 
than of delight? And what misfortune ! that 
thoſe puniſhments ſhould fall on the innocent, 
and its few delights be enjoyed by the moſt un- 
worthy. Famine, diſeaſes, elementary convul- 
ſions, human feuds, difſentions, &c. are the 
produce of every climate ; each climate pro- 

- duces beſides, vices, and miſeries peculiar to 
its latitude. View the frigid fterility of the 
north, whoſe famiſhed inhabitants hardly ac- 
quainted with the ſun, live and fare worſe than 
the bears they hunt: and to which they are ſu- 
perior only in the faculty of ſpeaking, View 
the arctic and antarCtic regions, thoſe — 

| volds, 
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voids, where nothing lives; regions of eternal 
ſnow: where winter in all his horrors has 
eſtabliſhed his throne, and arreſted every crea- 
tive power of nature. Will you call the mi- 
ſerable ſtragglers in theſe countries by the name 

of men? , ud contraſt this frigid power of 
the north and ſouth with that of the ſun ; ex- 
amine the parched lands of the torrid zone, re- 
plete with ſulphurous, exhalations; view thoſe 
countries of Aſia ſubject to peſtilential infeti- 
ons which lay nature waſte ; view this globe 

often conyulſed both from within and without; 
pouring forth from ſeveral mouths, rivers. of 
boiling matter, which are imperceptibly leaving 
immenſe ſubterranean graves, wherein millions 
will one day periſh! Look at the poiſonous 
ſoil of the equator, at thoſe putrid ſlimy tracks, 
teeming with horrid monſters, the enemies of 
the human race ; look next at the ſandy con- 
tinent, ſcorched perhaps by the fatal approach 
of ſome ancient comet, now the abode of deſo- 
lation, Examine the rains, the convulſive ſtorms 
of thoſe climates, where maſſes of ſulphur, bi- 
tumen, and electrical fire, combining their 
dreadful powers, are inceſſantly hovering and 
burſting over a globe threatened with diſſolution. 
On this little ſhell, how very few are the ſpots 
where man can live and flouriſh? , even under 
thoſe mild climates which ſeem ta breathe peace 
and happineſs, the. poiſon of ſlavery, the fury 
of deſpotiſm, and the rage of ſuperſtition, are 
all combined: againſt man] There only the few 
live and rule; whilſt the many ſtarve and utter 
, ineffectual complaints: there, human nature 
appears more debaſed, perhaps than in the leſs 
favoured climates. The fertile plains of Aſia, 
the rich low lands of Egypt and of Dua. 
; | the 
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the fruitful fields bordering. on the Tigris and 
the Euphrates, the extenſive country of the 
Eaſt-Indies in all its ſeparate diſtricts; all theſe 
muſt to the geographical eye, ſeem, as if intend- 
ed for terreſtrial paradiſes: but though ſux- 
rounded with the ſpontaneous riches: of nature, 
though ber kindeſt favours ſeem. to be ſhed on 
thoſe, beautiful regions with the moſt profuſe 
hand; yet there in general we find the moſt 
wretched. people in the world: Almoſt eve 
where, liberty ſo natural to mankind, is reſuſ- 
ed, or rather enjoyed but by their tyrants; the 
word ſlave, is the appellation, of every rank, 
who adore as a divinity, a being worſe, than 
themſelves ; ſubject to every caprice, and to 
every lawleſs rage which unreſtrained; power can 
give. Tears are ſhed, perpetual groans are heard, 
where only the accents of peace, alacrity, and 
ratitude ſhould reſound. There the very de- 
irium of tyranny tramples on the beſt gifts of 
nature, and ſports with the fate, the bappinels, 
the lives of millions: there the extreme fertility 
of the ground always indicates the extreme mi- 
ſery of the inhabitants! _ "RAP 
16 — th rojo part of the human ſpecies 
are taught the art of ſhedding the blood of the 
other; of ſetting fire to their dwellings; of 
2 the works of their induſtry: half of 
the exiſtence of nations regularly employed in 
deſtroying other nations. What little political 
felicity is to be met with here and there, has 


coſt oceans of blood to purchaſe; as if good _ 


was never to be the portion of unhappy man. 
Republics, kingdoms, monarchies, founded ei- 
ther on fraud or ſucceſsful violence, increaſe, b 
purſuing the ſteps of the ſame policy, until 
they are deſtroyed in their turn, either by the 
5 | influence 
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influence of their own crimes, or by more ſuc- 
ceſsful but equally criminal enemies. 

If from this general review of human nature, 
we deſcend to the examination of what is called 
civilized ſociety ; there the combination of eve- 
ry natural and artificial want, makes us pay 
very dear for what little ſhare of political feli- 
oy we enjoy. It is a ftrange heterogeneous 
aſſemblage of vices and virtues, and of a variety 
of other-principles, for ever at war, for ever 
jarring, for ever producing ſome dangerous, 
ſome diſtreffing extreme. Where do you con- 
eeive then that nature intended- we ſhould be 
happy? Would you prefer the ſtate of men in 
the woods, to that of men in 2 more improved 
ſituation? Evil preponderates in both; in the 
firſt they often eat each other for want of food, 
and in the other they often ſtarve each other for 
want of room. For my part, I think the vices 
and miſeries to be found in the latter, exceed 
thoſe of the former; in which real evil is more 
ſcarce, more ſupportable, and leſs enormous. 
"Yet wewitſh to ſee the earth peopled; to actom- 
pliſh the happineſs of kingdoms, which is ſaid 
to conſiſt in numbers. Gracious God ! to what 
end is the introduction of ſo many beings into 
a mode of exiſtence in which they muſt. grope 
amidſt as.many errors, commit as many crimes, 
and meet with as many diſeaſes, wants, and 
ſufferings !' eee eee 
The following ſcene will I hope account for 
' theſe melancholy reflections, and apologize for 
the gloomy thoughts with which J have filled 
this letter: my mind is, and always has been, 
oppreſſed ſince I became a witneſs to it. I was 
not long fince invited to dine with a planer 


who lived three miles from —, where he then 
Tor ie reſided. 
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reſided. In order to avoid the heat of the ſun, 
I refolved to go on foot, ſheltered in a ſmall 


path leading through a pleaſant- wood, I was 


leiſurely travelling along, attentively examin- 
ing ſome peculiar plants which I had collected, 
when all at once I felt the air ſtrongly agitated; 
though the day was perfectly calm ns. ſultry. 
I immediately, caſt my eyes toward the cleared 
ground, from which I was: but at a ſmall diſ- 
tance, in order to ſee whether it was not occa- 
ſioned by a ſudden ſhower; when at that in- 
ſtant a ſdund reſembling a deep rough voice, 
uttered, as I thought a few inarticulate:mono-. 
ſyllables. Alarmed and ſurprized, I precipi- 

tately looked all round, when I perceived at 
about fix rods diſtance ſomething reſembling a 
cage, ſuſpended to the limbs of a tree; all the 
branches of which appeared covered with large 
birds of prey, fluttering about, and anxiouſly 
endeavouring to perch on the cage. Actuated 
by an involuntary motion of my hands; more 
than 28 deſign of my mind, I fired at them; 
they all flew to a ſhort diſtance, with à moſt 
hideous noiſe : when, horrid to think and pain- 
ful to repeat, I perceived a negro ſuſpended in 
the cage, and left there to expire | I ſhudder 
when I recollect that the birds had already pick- 
ed out his eyes; his cheek bones were bare; his 
arms had been attacked in ſeveral places, and 


his body ſeemed covered with a multitude f 


wounds, From the edges of the hollow ſockets 
and from the lacerations with which he was diſ- 
hgured, the blood ſlowly dropped, and tinged 
the ground beneath. No ſooner were the birds 
flown, than ſwarms of inſets covered the whole 
body of this unfortunate wretch, eager to feed 
on his mangled fleſh and to drink his _— 
| ou 
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found myſelf ſuddenly arreſted by the power of 


affright and terror; my nerves were convulſed ; 
I trembled, I ſtood: motionleſs, involuntarily 
contemplating the fate of this negro, in all its 
. diſmal latitude. The living ſpe&re, though 
deprived of his eyes, could ſtill diſtinctly hear, 
and in his uncouth dialect begged me to give 
him ſome water to allay his thirſt, Humanity 
herſelf would' have recoiled back with horror ; 
ſhe would have balanced whether to leſſen ſuch 
reliefleſs diſtreſs, or mercifully with one blow 
' to end this dreadful ſcene of agonizing torture 
Had I had a ball in my gun, I certainly-ſhould 
have diſpatched him; but finding myſelf un- 
able to perform. ſo kind an office, ſought, 
though trembling, to relieve him as well as I 
. A ſhell ready fixed to a pole, which 
had deen uſed by ſome negroes, preſented itſelf 
to me; filled it with water, and with 'trem- 
bling hands I guided it to the quivering lips of 
the wretched ſufferer. Urged by the irreſiſtible 
of thirſt, he endeavoured to meet it, as 
he inſtinctively gueſſed its approach by the noiſe 
it made in paſſing through the bars of the cage. 
«; Tanke, you white man, tanke you, ' pute 
<« ſomè poyſon and give me.” How long have 
you been hanging there? I aſked him. Two 
& days, and me no die; the birds, the birds; 
ce aaah me l“ Oppreſſed with the reflections 
which this ſhocking ſpectacle afforded me, I 
muſtered ſtrength enough to walk away, and 
ſoon reached the houſe at which I intended to 
dine. There I heard that the reaſon for this 
flave being thus puniſhed, was on account of 
his having killed the overſeer of the plantation. 
They told me that the laws of ſelf-preſervation 
tendered ſuch executions neceſſary; and ſup- 
bh ported 
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rted the doctrine of ſlavery with the argu- 

| Fowl generally, made uſe of to jan the prac- 
tice; with the repetition of which I ſhall not 
trouble you at preſent. - £ 
LETTER . 


ON SNAKES; AND ON THE HUMMING BIRD» 


W H Y would you preſcribe this taſk ; you 
know that what we take up ourſelves ſeems al- 
ways lighter than what is impoſed on us by 
others. You inſiſt on my ſaying ſomething 
about our ſnakes ;' and in relating what T know 
concerning them, were it not for two fingula- 
rities, the one of which I ſaw, and the other I 
received from an eye-witneſs, I ſhould have but 
very little to obſerve. The ſouthern provinces 
are the countries where nature has formed' the 
greateſt variety of alligators, ſnakes, ſerpetits z 
and ſcorpions, from the ſmalleſt ſize, up to the 
pine barren, the largeſt ſpecies known here. We 
have but two, whole ſtings are' mortal; which 
deſerve to be'mentioned; as for the-black one, 
it is remarkable for nothing but its induſtry, 
agility, beauty, and the art of inticirig birds 
by the power of its eyes. I admire it much, 
and never kill it, though its formidable len 
and appearance often get the better of the — 
loſophy of ſome people, particularly of Europe- 
ans. The moſt dangerous one is the pilot, or 
copperbead; for the poiſon of which no remedy 
has yet been diſeovered. It bears gag — 
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becauſe it always precedes the rattle-ſmake; that 
is, quits its ſtate. of torpidity in the ſpring a 
week before the other. It bears the ſecond name 


on account of its head being adorned with ma- 


ny copper- coloured ſpots. It lurks in rocks 
near the water, and is extremely active and dan- 
gerous, Let man beware of it] I have heard 
only of one perſon who was ſtung by a copper- 
head in this country, The poor wretch in- 
ſtantly ſwelled in a moſt dreadful manner; a 
multitude of ſpots of different hues alternately 
appeared' and vaniſhed, on different parts of - 
his body: his eyes were filled with madneſs and 
rage, he caſt them on all preſent with the moſt 


vindictive looks: he thruſt out his tongue as the 


| ſnakes do; he hiſſed through his teeth with in- 
conceivable ſtrength, and became an object of 
terror to all by-ſtanders. To the lividneſs of 


a corpſe he united the deſperate force of a ma- 
niac ; they hardly were able to faſten him, ſo as 
to guard themſelves from his attacks; when in 
the ſpace of two hours death relieved the poor 
wretch from his ſtruggles, and the ſpectators 
from thier apprehenſions. The poiſon of the 
rattle-ſnake is not mortal in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 


and hence there is more time to procure relief; 


we are acquainted with ſeveral antidotes with 


which almoſt every family is provided. They 


are extremely inactive, and if not touched, are 
perfectly inoffenſive. I once ſaw, as I was 
travelling, a great cliff which was full of them; 
I handled ſeveral, and they appeared to be dead; 


they were all entwined together, and thus they 


remain until the return of the ſtin, I found 
them out, by following the track of ſome wild 
hogs which had fed on them; and even the In- 
dians often regale on them. When they 6p 
| them 
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them aſleep, they put a ſmall forked ſtick over 
their necks, which they keep immoveably fixed 
on the ground; giving the ſnake a piece of 
leather to bite: and this they pull back ſeveral 
times with great force, until they obſerve their 
two poiſonous fangs torn out. Then they: cut 
off the head, ſkin the body, and cook it as we 
do eels; and their fleſh is extremely ſweet and 
white. I once ſaw a tamed one, as gentle as you 
can poſſibly conceive a reptile to be; it took to 
the water and ſwam whenever it pleaſed ; and 
when the boys to whom it belonged called it 
back, their ſummons was readily obeyed. It 
had been deprived of its fangs by the preceding 
method ; they often ſtroked it with a ſoft bruſh, 
and this friction ſeemed to cauſe the moſt pleaf<- 
ing ſenſations, for it would turn on its back to 
enjoy it, as a cat does before the fire. One of 
this ſpecies was the cauſe ſome years ago, of a 
moſt deplorable accident which I ſhall relate to 
you, as I had it from the widow and mother of 
the victims. A Dutch farmer of the Miniſink 
went to 2 with his negroes, in his boots, 
a precaution uſed to prevent being ſtung, In- 
advertently he trod on a ſnake, which immedi- 
ately flew at his legs; and as it drew back in or- 
der to renew its blow, one of his negroes cut 
it in two with his ſcythe. They proſecuted their 
work, and returned home ; at night the farmer 
pulled off his boots and went to bed; and was 


ſoon after attacked with a ſickneſs at 
his ſtomach ; he ſwelled, and before a phyſici- 
an could be ſent for, died. The ſudden death 
of this man did not cauſe much inquiry ; the 
neighbourhood wondered ; as is uſual in ſuch 
caſes, and without any further examination the 
. days after, the ſon 


corple was buried. 
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put on his father's boots, and went to the mea. 
dow; at night he pulled them off, went to bed, 
and was attacked with the ſame ſymptoms about 
the ſame time, and died in -the morning. A 
little before he expired the doctor came, but was 
not able to aſſign what could be the cauſe of ſo 
ſingular a diſorder ; however, rather than appear 
_. Wholly at a loſs before the country people, he 
pronounced both father and ſon to have been 
bewitched. Some weeks after, the widow ſold 
all the moveables for the bencht of the young- 
"er children; and the farm was leafed. One of 
the neighbours, who bought the boots, preſently 
put them on, and was attacked in the ſame 
manner as the other two had been; but this 
man's wife being alarmed by what had happened 
in the former family, diſpatched one of her ne- 
groes, for an eminent phyſician, who fortu- 
nately having heard ſomething of this dreadful 
affair, gueſſed at the cauſe, applied oil, &c. 
and recovered the man. The boots which had 
been ſo fatal were then carefully examined; and 
he found that the two fangs of the ſnake had 
been left in the leather, after being wrenched 
out of their ſockets by the ſtrength with which 
the ſnake had drawn back its head. The blad- 
ders which contained the poiſon, and ſeveral of 
the ſmall nerves were ſtill freſn, and adhered to 
the boot. The unfortunate father and ſon had 
been poiſoned by pulling off theſe boots, in 
which action they imperceptibly. ſcratched their 
legs with the points of the fangs, through the 
hollow of which, ſome of this aſtoniſhing poi- 
fon was conveyed. You have no doubt heard of 
their rattles, if you have not ſeen them; the 
only obſervation I wiſh to make is, that the 
tattling is loud and diſtinct when they are an- 
755 gYs 
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zry; and on the contrary, when pleaſed, it 
Eads like a diſtant trepidation, in which no- 
thing diſtinct is heard. In the thick ſettlements, 
they are now become very ſcarce; for wherever 
they ue met with, open war is declared againſt 
them; ſo that in a few years there will be none 
left but on our mountains. The black ſnake 
on the contrary, always diverts me becauſe it 
excites no idea of danger. Their fwiftneſs: is 
aſtoniſhing ; they will ſometimes equal that of 
an horſe; at other times they will climb up 
trees in queſt of our tree toads; or glide on the 
ground at full length. On ſome occafions 
they preſent themſelves half in the reptile- ſtate 
half erect; their eyes and their heads in the 
erect poſture appear to great advantage: the 
former diſplay a fire which I have often admir- 
ed, and it is by theſe they are enabled to faſci- 
nate birds and ſquirrels. When they have fixed 
their eyes on an animal, they become immove- 
able; only turning their head ſometimes to the 
right and ſometimes to the left, but ſtill with 
their — wn invariably directed to the object. 
The diſtracted victim, inſtead of flying its ene- 
my, ſeems to be arreſted by ſome inviſible pow- 
er; it ſcreams; now approaches, and then re- 
cedes; and after ſkipping about with unac- 
countable agitation, finally ruſhes into the jaws 
of the ſnake, and is ſwallowed, as ſoon as it is 
covered with a ſlime or glue to make it ſlide ea- 
ſily down the throat of the devourer. 

One anecdote 1 | ger relate, the circum- 
ſtances of which are às true as they are ſingular: 
One of my conſtant walks when I am atleiſure, 
is in my lowlands, where I have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing my cattle, horſes, and colts. Exube- 
rant grals repleniſhes all my fields, the beſt re- 
1 E preſentative 
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preſentative of our wealth; in the middle of 
that track I have cut a ditch eight feet wide, the 
banks of which nature adotns-every ſpring with 
the wild ſalendine, and other. lowering weeds, 
which on theſe — ſhoot up to a 
great height. Over this difrh d have erected a 
| bridge, capable of bearing a loaded waggon; 
on each ſide I carefully ſo every year, ſome 
grains of hemp, which riſe to the height of fif- 
teen feet, ſo ſtrong and ſo full of limbs as to 
reſemble young trees: I once aſcended one of 
them four feet above the ground. Theſe pro- 


=; duce natural arbours, rendered often ſtill more 


compact by the aſſiſtance of an annual creeping 
plant which we call a vine, that never fails to 
entwine itſelf among their branches, and always 
produces a very deſirable ſhade. From this ſim- 
ple grove I have amuſed myſelf an hundred 
times in obſerving the great number of hum- 
ming birds with which our country abounds: 
the wild bloſſoms every where attract the atten- 
tion of theſe birds, which like bees ſubſiſt b 
ſuction. From this retreat I diſtinctly watc 
them in all their various attitudes; but their 
flight is ſo rapid, that you cannot diſtinguiſh 
the motion of their wings. On this little bird 
nature has profuſely laviſned her moſt ſplendid 
colours; the moſt perfect azure, the moſt beau - 
tiful gold, the moſt dazzling red, are for ever 
in contraſt, and help to embelliſh the plumes 
of his majeſtic: head. The richeſt pallet of the 
moſt luxuriant painter, could never invent any 
thing to be compared to the variegated tints, 
with which this inſect bird is arrayed. Its bill 
is as long and as ſharp as a coarſe ſowing nee- 
dle; like the bee, nature has taught it to find 
out in the calix of flowers and bloſſoms, thoſe 
THE | melliflu- 
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mellifluous particles that. ſerve it for ſufficient 
food; and yet it ſeems to leave them untouched, 
undeprived of any thing that our eyes can poſ- 
fibly diſtinguiſh, When it feeds, it appears as 
if immoveable, though continually on the 
wing; and ſometimes,” from what motives 1 
know. not, it will tear and lacerate flowers into- 
a hundred pieces: for, ſtrange to tell, they are 
the moſt irafcible of the feathered tribe. Where 
do paſſions find room in ſo diminutive a body? 
They often fight with the fury of lions, until 
one of the combatants falls a ſacrifice and dies. 
When fatigued. if has often perched within a 
few feet of me, and on ſuch favourable oppor» 
tunities I have ſurveyed it with the moſt, minute 
attention. Its little eyes appear like diamonds, 
reflecting 8 every ſide: moſt elegantly 
finiſhed in all parts it is a miniature work of our 
at parent; who ſeems to have formed it the 
inallſt, — at the ſame time the moſt beauti- 
the wi Peet. ud +44 
As I was one day ſitting ſolitary and penſive 
in my primitive arbour, my attention was en 
gaged by a ſtrange ſort of ruſtling noiſe at ſome 
reyes I looked all — — Ane 
diſtinguiſhing any thing, until I climbed one 
my great: hemp talks when to my aftoniſh» 
ment, I beheld. two ſnakes of conſiderable 
length, the one purſuing the other with grea! 
celerity through a hemp ſtubble field. The 
aggreſſor was of the black kind, ſix feet long; 
the 1 was a water ſnake, n of equal 
dimenſions. They ſoon met, and in the fury 
of their firſt encoònter, they appeared in an 
inſtant firmly twiſted together; and whilſt their 
united tails beat the ground, they mutuallß 
tried with open jaws: to lacerate each 1 
1541 | at 
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What a fell aſpect did they 'preſent'! their 
heads were compreſſed to a very ſmall ſize, their 
eyes flaſhed fire; and after this conflict had 
laſted about five minutes, the ſecond found 
means to diſengage itſelf. from the firſt, and 
hurried toward the ditch. Its antagoniſt in- 
ſtantly aſſumed a new poſture, and halfi creep- 
ing and half erect, with a majeſtiei mein; over- 
took and attacked the other again, which placed 
itſelf in the ſame attitude, and prepared to re- 
ſiſt. The ſcene was uncommon and beautiful; 
for thus oppoſed they fought with their jaws, 
biting each other with the utmoſtf rage; but 
notwithſtanding this appearance af mutual cou- 
rage and fury, the water ſnake ſtill ſeemed de- 
ſirous of retreating toward the diteh, its natu- 
ral element. This was no ſooner perceived by 
the keen- eyed black one, than twiſting its tail 
twice round a ſtock of hemp, and feizing its 
adverſary by tbe throat, not by means of its 

jaws, but by twiſting its. oN neck twice round | 
that of the water ſnake, pulled nit back from 
the ditch. To prevent a defeat theatter took 
Hold likewiſe of a ſtalk on thesbank; and by 
the acquiſition of that point: of. reſiſtance be- 
came à match for its fierce. antagoniſt. Strange 
Was this to behold ; two great ſnakes ſtrongly 
Adhering to the ground mutually faſtened to- 
gether: by means of the writhings which, laſhed 
them to each other, and ſtretchede at their full 
Jength; they pulled but pulled in vain and in 
the moments of greateſt exertions that part of 
their bodies which was entwined, ſeemed ex- 
tremely ſmall, while the reſt appeared inflated, 
and now and then eonyulſed with ſtrong undu- 
lations, rapidly following each other. Their 
eyes ſeemed on fire and ready to en, of 
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their heads; at one time the conflict ſeemed 
decided; the water-ſnake bent itſelf into two 
great folds, and by that armies rendered the 
other more than commonly outſtretched ; the 
next minute the new ſtruggles of the black one 
gained an unexpected ſuperiority, it acquired 
two great folds likewiſe, which neceſſarily ex- 
tended the body of its adverſary in proportion 
as it had contracted its own, Theſe efforts 
were alternate; victory ſeemed doubtful, in- 
clining ſometimes to the one ſide and ſometimes 
to the other; until at laſt the ſtalk to which 
the black ſnake faſtened, ſuddenly gave way, 
and in confequence of this accident they both 
plunged into the ditch. The water did not ex- 
tinguiſh their vindictive rage ; for by their agi- 
tations I could trace, though not diſtinguiſh 
their mutual attacks. They ſoon re- appeared 
on the ſurface twiſted together, as in their firſt 
onſet ; but the black ſnake ſeemed to retain its 
wonted ſuperiority, for its head was exaQal 

fixed above that of the other, which it incell 
ſantly preſſed down under the water, until it 
was ſtifled, and ſunk. The victor no ſooner per- 
ceived its enemy incapable of farther reſiſtance, 
than abandoning it to the current, it returned 
on ſhore and diſappeared.  _.: 44-2 
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200 VISIT TO MR. BERTRAM, 
FROM Mn. 1W—N AL =Z, A RUSSIAN GENTLE 
MAN; DESCRIBING THE VISIT HE PAID AT 


MY REQUEST TO MR. JOHN BERTRAM, THE 
CELEBRATED PENSYLYANIAN BOTANIST, 


| Ex AMINE this flouriſhing province, in 
whatever light you will, the eyes as well as the 
mind of an European traveller are equally de- 
' lighted:; becauſe a diffuſive happineſs appears 
in every part: happineſs which is-eftabliſhed 
on the broadeſt batis. The wiſdom of Lycur- 
us and Solon, never conferred on man one 
alf of the bleflings and uninterrupted * 
- ty. which the Pennſylvanians now poſſeſs: the 
name of Penn, that ſimple but illuſtrious citi- 
zen, does more honour to the Engliſh nation 
than thoſe of many of their kings. | 
In order to convince you that I have not be- 
ſtowed undeſerved praiſes, in my former letters 
on this celebrated government; and that either 
_ hature or the climate ſeems to be more favoura- 
ble here to the arts and fciences, than to any 
. other American province; let us together, 
"agreeable to your deſire, pay a viſit to Mr. John 
Bertram, the firſt botaniſt, in this new hemiſ- 
_phere : become ſuch by a native impulſe of 
diſpoſition. It is to this ſimple man that Ame- 
rica is indebted for ſeveral uſeful diſcoveries, 
and the knowledge of many new plants. I 
had been greatly prepoſſeſſed in his favour by 
the extenſive © correſpondence which I knew 
he held with the moſt eminent Scotch — 
| renc 
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French botaniſts; I knew alſo that he had 
been honoured with that of Queen Ulrica of 
Swe aur fo ont e ve e 1th 
Dota Rs ar in ity firſt appearance, which 
ſeemed: to diſtinguiſh it from thoſe of his.neighs, 
bours: 8 ſmall tower in the middle of it, not 
only hel ped to ſtrengthen it but afforded conve- 
nient room for a ſtaircaſe. Every diſpoſition 
of the 8 rug L= to / bear 
the marks of perfect order regularity, 
which: in rural, affairs, always indicate a, proſ- 
potous induſ try „ 10 bp? 
I was received at the door by 2 woman dreſf- 
ed extremely neat and ſimple, who without 
courteſying or any other ceremonial, aſked me, 
with an air of benignity, who I wanted? I 
anſwered, I ſhould be glad to ſee Mr, Bertram. 
If thee wilt ſtep: in and take à chair, I will 
ſend for him. No, I ſaid, I had rather have 
the pleaſure of walking through bis farm, I 
ſhall eaſily find him gut, with your directions. 
After ai little time I perceived the Schuylkill, 
winding through delightful meadows, and ſoon 
caſt my eyes on a, new-made bank, which ſeems 
ed greatly. to confine, its ſtream. After havin 
walked on its. top a conſiderable way I at fa | 
reached the plate where ten men were at work. 
I aſked if any of them could tell me where Mre 
Bertram was ? An elderly looking man witk 
wide trowſers and a large leather apron on, 
looking at me ſaid, My name is Bertram, 
% doſt thee: want me?“ Sir, I am come on 
purpoſe to converſe with you, if you can be 
ſpared from your labour. Very eafily (he 
„ anſwered) I. direct and adviſe more than 1 
„% work.” ns at deut, where | 
Nenn 5 9 be 
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be made me take à chair while he went to put 


on clean clothes, after which he returned and 


fat down by me. The fame of your æno- 


ledge, ſaid I, in American botany and *your 
well known: "hoſpitality, -' have induced! me to 
pay you 'a viſit, ' which I hope. you will not 
think troubleſome: I ould be glad to ſpend 
à few hours in your garden. The greateſt 
« advantage (replied he) which I receive from 
6. what thee calleſt my botanical fame, is the 


pleaſure which it often- procureth me in fe- 


40 beiving the viſits of friends and 'foreighers : 


| but our jaunt into the garden muſt be poſt 


pbned for the preſent, as the bell is ringing 
«for dinner.“ We entered into à large hall, 


where there was a long table full of victuals 
at the loweſt part ſat his negroes, his hired men 


were next, then the family and myſelf; and at 
the head the venerable father and the wife pre- 
ed. Each reclined his head and faid his 
rayers, diveſted of the tedieus tant of ſome, 


and of the oſtentatiods Mile of others. After 


«. the luxuries of bur cities, (obſerved he) this 
ec plain fare muſt appear to thee a-ſevere' faſt.” 
By no means, Mr. Bertram, this honeſt coun- 
try dinner, convinces me, that you receive me 


#5-a friend and an old \acquaintance; ' I am 


glad of it, for thee art heartily welehe. I 
« never knew how to uſe ceremonies; they are 
& {zz (uMeient proofs of ſincority ; our ſociety, 
ter beſides; are utterly ſtrangers 0 what the 
66 World calleth polite expreſſion We treat 
& others as we treat ourſelves. I received yeſ- 


„4 terday a letter from Philadelphia, by which 
I underſtand thee art a Ruſſian; what motives 


4 ban poffbly have induced thee to quit thy 


4 ative euntry and to come ſo fat in queſt of 
— ot 2 | 4 know- 


- 


— - WT '"P n j * * N 
- A «4 ** „. „ 5 < > 4 \ 4 6 
* * * * 4 121 a 
2 . 4 £43 
1 » 
- - N * 
NF 


v1 * | 
0 ; "44 ' 4 8 - 4 
 .THE-BOTANIST.' 203 


« knowledge or pleaſure? Verily it is a great 
« compliment - thee payeſt to this our young” 
6 province, to think that any thing it-exhibits” 
te eth may be worthy thy attention.“ I have 
been moſt amply repaid for the trouble of the 
I view the preſent Americans as the 
ſeed of future nations, which will repleniſh 
this boundleſs continent; the Ruſſians may be 
in ſome reſpects compared to you; we likewiſe 
are a new people, new I mean in knowledge, 
arts, and improvements. Who knows what 
revolutions Ruſſia and America may one day * 
bring about; we are perhaps nearer neighbours 
than we imagine. I view with peculiar, atten- 
tion, all your, towns, I examine their ſituation 
and the police, for which many axe already fa- 
mous. Though their foundations are now ſo 
recent, and ſo well remembered, yet their ori- 
gin will re as much as we are 
now puzzled to aſcertain the beginning of thoſe 
which time has in ſome meaſure leftroyed: | 
Your new buildings, your ftreets put me in 
mind of thoſe of of Pampeia, where 1 
was a few years ago; I attentively examined 
every thing there, particularly the foot · path 
which runs along the houſes. They ap 
to have been conſiderably worn by the great 
number of people which had once travelled over 
them. But now how diſtant ; neither builders 
nor i proprietors remain; nothing is 'known } 
« Why: thee: haſt been a great traveller for a 
man of thy years.“ Few years, Sir, will 
enable any body to journey over a great track of 
country; but it requires a ſuperior degree of 
knowledge to gather harveſts. as we go. Pray, 
Mr. Bertram, what banks are thoſe which yu 
are making:; to what purpoſe is ſo much ex- 
pork pence 
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pence and ſo much labour beſtowed ? Friend 
 < Iwan no branch of induſtry was ever more 
* profitable to any country, as well as to the 
„ proprietors; the Schuylkill in its many wind- 
© ings once covered a great extent of ground, 
8 though its waters were but ſhallow even in 
s our higheſt tides: and though ſome parts 
were always dry, yet the whole of this great 
46 track preſented to the eye nothing but a pu- 
4e trid ſwampy ſoil, uſeleſs either for the plough 
or for the ſcythe. The proprietors of theſe 
% grounds are now incorporated; we yearly 
pay to the treaſurer of the company a certain 
„ ſum, which makes an aggregate, ſuperior to 
* the caſualties that generally happen either by 
« inundations or the muſk ſquaſh. It is owing 
©« to this happy contrivance that ſo many 
© thouſand acres of meadows have been reſcued 
« from the Schuylkill, which now both en- 
te richeth and embelliſheth ſo much of the neigh» 
% bourhood of our city. Our brethren of Sa- 
« lem in New Jerſey have carried the art of 
2 N to a ſtill higher degree of perfecti- 
© on.“ It is really an admirable contrivance, 
which greatly redounds to the honour of the 
parties concerned; and ſhews a ſpirit of diſ- 
cernment and perſeverance which is highly 
praiſe-worthy : if the Virginians would imitate 
your example, the ſtate of their huſbandry 
would greatly improve. I have not heard of 
any ſuch affociation in any other parts of the 
continent; Pennſylvania hitherto ſeems. to reign 
the unrivalled queen of theſe fair provinces. 
Pray, Sir, what expence are you at e'er theſe 
grounds be fit for the ſcythe ? „*The expences 
are very conſiderable, particularly when we 
„have land, brooks, trees, and bruſh to clear 
g | þ by 60 away. 
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« away. But ſuch is the excellence of theſe 
« bottoms- and the goodneſs of the graſs for 
« fattening of cattle, that the — of three 
ce years pays all advances,” Happy the equn- 
yur - 

try where nature has beſtowed ſuch rich trea- 
ſures, treaſures ſuperior to mines, ſaid I: if 
all this fair province is thus cultivated, no won- 
der it has acquired ſuch reputation, for the 
proſperity and the induſtry of its inhabitants. 

By this time the working part of the —— 
had finiſhed their dinner, and had retired wi 
a decency ahd ſilence which pleaſed me much. 
Soon after I heard, as I thought, a diſtant con- 
cert of inſtruments.— However ſimple and paſ- 
toral your fare was, Mr. Bertram, this is the 
deſert of a prince; pray what is this I hear ? 
« Thee muſt not be alarmed, it is of a piece 
« with the reſt of thy treatment, friend Iwan.“ 
Anxious I followed the ſound, and by aſcend- 
ing the ſtaircaſe, found that it was the effe& 
of the wind through the ſtrings of an Eolian 
harp; an inſtrument which I had never before 
ſeen. After dinner we quaffed an honeſt bottle 
of Madeira wine, without the irkſome labour 
of toaſts, healths, or ſentiments; and then re- 
tired into his ſtudy. 

I was no ſooner entered, than I obſerved a 
coat of arms in a gilt frame with the name of 
Fohn Bertram. The novelty of ſuch a decora- 
tion, in ſuch a place, ſtruck me; I could not 
avoid aſking, Does the ſociety. of Friends take 
any pride in thoſe armorial bearings; which 
ſometimes ſerves as marks of diſtinction be- 
tween families, and much oftener as food for 
pride and oftentation? “ Thee muſt know 
(aid he) that my father was a Frenchman, 
„ he, brought this piece of painting over with 
1 : | « him; 
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& him; I keep it as a piece of family furni- 
“ ture, and as a memorial of his removal hi- 
& ther: From his ſtudy we went into the gar- 
den, which contained a great variety of curi- 
ous plants and ſhrubs ; ſome grew in'a-green- 
houſe, over the door of which were written 
ln, e eig 
. 6 Slave to no ſect, who takes no private road. 
But Jooks through nature, up to nature's God.” 
He informed me that he had often followed 
General Bouquet to Pittſburgh, with the view 
of herbaliſing; that he had made uſeful. col- 
lections in Virginia, and that he had been em- 
ployed by the king of England to viſit the two 
Floridas. i 5 
Our walks and botanical obſervations en- 
roſſed ſo much of our time, that the ſun was 
almoſt down ere I thought of returning to Phi- 
hdelphia; I regretted. that the day had been 
- ſo ſhort, as I had not ſpent ſo rational a one 
for a long time. before. I wanted to ſtay, yet 
was doubtful whether it would not appear im- 
proper, being an utter ſtranger. Knowing 
however; that: I was viſiting the leaſt ceremo- 
nious people in the world, 1 bluntly informed 
him of the pleaſure I had enjoyed, and with the 
defire I had of ſtaying a few days with him. 
Thee art as welcome as if I was thy father; 
„ thee' art no ſtranger; thy deſire of know- 
« ledge, thy being a foreigner beſides, entitleth 
« thee to conſider my houſe as thine own, as 
« long as thee pleaſeth : uſe thy time with the 
on moll perfect freedom; I too ſhall do ſo my- 
« ſelf.” I thankfully accepted the kind invi- 
tation. £ 
WMe went to view his favourite bank; he 
ſhewed me the principles and method on which 
& 23.4... it 
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it was erected; and we walked over the grounds 


which had been already 'drained: ' The whole 
ſtore of nature's kind luxuriance ſeemed to 
have been exhauſted on theſe beautiful mea- 
dows 3 he made me count the amazing num- 
ber of cattle and horſes now feeding on ſolid 


bottoms, which but a few years before had been 
covered with waer. Thence we rambled 
through his fields, where the right- angular 


fences, the heaps of pitched ſtones, the flou- 
riſhing clover, announced the beſt huſbandry, 


as. well as the moſt affiduous attention. His 


cows were then returning home, deep bellied; 


ſhort legged, having udders ready to burſt 3- 


ſeeking! with ſeeming toil, - to be delivered from 
the great exuberance they contained: he next 
ſhewed me his orchard, formerly planted on'a 
barren ſandy ſoil, but long ſince converted in- 


to one of the richeſt ſpots in that]vicinage:'  * 


„This (ſaid he) is altogether the fruit of 
© my own contrivance ; I purchaſed fome years 
„ ago the privilege of 2a ſmall ſpring, about 
« mile and à half from hence, which at 4 
e conſiderable! expence I have brought to this 
« reſervoir; therein I throw old lime," aſhes; 
„ horſedung, &c. and twiee a week I let it 
“ run, thus - impregnated; I regularly ſpread 


« on this ground in the fall, old hay, ſtraw; 


and whatever damaged fodder I have about 
% my” barn. By theſe ſimple means I mow 
«© one year with another, fifty- three hundreds 


«© of excellent hay per acre, from a foil, which | 


« ſcarcely. produced five- fingers [a fmall. plant 
«© reſembling. ——— ET before.” 
This is, Sir, a miracle in huſbandry; happy 
the country which is cultivated by a ſotiety of 
men, whoſe application and; tale read them 
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to | proſecute” and accompliſh: uſeful works, 
II am not the only perſon who do theſe things 
6 (he ſaid) wherever water can be had it is 
cc always turned to that important uſe ; 'wher- 
cc ever a farmer can water his meadows, the 
< greateſt crops of the beſt hay and excellent 
<« after-graſs, are the ſure rewards of his la- 
& bours. With the banks of my meadow 
<« ditches, -I have greatly enriched my upland 
40 —— thoſe which I intend to reſt: for a few 
years, I conſtantly ſow: with red clover, 
10 «Nick is the greate 1 aur lands. 
« For three years. after they yield abundant 
40 paſture; when I want to . up my clover 
* fields, I give them a _ coat of mud, 
« which : hath been expoſe the ſeverities of 
te three or four of our winters. This is the 
« reaſon that J W reap from twenty - 
« eight to thirty-ſix buſhels of wheat an acre; 
* my flax, oats, and Indian. corn, L raiſe- in 
„ the fame proportion, Wouldſt thee inform 
%% me whether the inhabitants of thy country 
44 follow the ſame methods of hu andry?“ 
No, Sir; in the neighbourbhood of our towns, 
there are indetd ſome intelligent farmers, Who 
— their rural ſchemes with attention; 
ut we ſhould be too numerous, too happy, 
too powerful a people, if it were poſſible for 1 
whole Ruffian Empire to be cultivated like the 
province of Pennſylvania; Our lands are fo 
wnequally divided, and ſo few of our farmers 
are poſſeſſors of the ſoil they till, that they can- 
not execute plans of huſbandry with the ſame 
vigor as you do, who hold yours, as it were 
from the Maſter of nature, unincumbered and 
free. Oh, America ! exclaimed I, thou know- 


eſt not as * the whole extent of thy 3 
the 
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the foundation of thy civil polity muſt lead thee 


in a few years to a degree of 

r which Europe litt thinks of !. « Lon 
e before this happen (anſwered the good man) 
« we ſhall reſt beneath the turf; it is vain for 
« mortals to be preſumptuous in their conjec= 
« tures: our country, is, no doubt, the cra- 
« dle of an extenſive future population; the 
« old world is grown weary of its inhabitants, 
« they muſt come here to flee from the tyranny 


« of the 


ulation and 


great. But doth not thee imagine, 


« that the great will, in the courſe of years, 
«© come over here alſo; for it is the misfortune 
« of all ſocieties every where to hear of great 
« men, great rulers, and of great tyrants.” 
dear Sir, I replied, - tyranny never can take 
rong hold in this country, the land is too 


ak 


wiſely diſtributed : it is 
makes flaves. 


verty in Europe that 
« Frien — as I make no 


« doubt that thee underſtandeſt the Latin 
© tongue, read this kind epiſtle which the good 
„% Queen of Sweden,” Ulrica, ſent me a few 
Good woman |! that ſhe ſhould 


ago. 
« think in her palace at Stockholm of poor 


© John Bertram, on the banks of the Schuyl- 
« killz appeareth to me very ſtrange.” Not 
the leaſt, dear Sir; you are the firſt man 
whoſe name as a botaniſt hath done honour to 
America; it is very natural at the ſame time to 
imagine, that ſo extenſive a continent muſt con- 
tain many curious plants and trees: is it then 
ſurpriſing to ſee a princeſs, fond of uſeful know- 
ledge, deſcend ſometimes from the throne, to 
walk -in the gardens of Linneus ? 

the directions of that learned man (ſaid Mr. 
„ Bertram) that I am indebted for the method 


© which has led me to the know! 
LED L poſſeſs; 


„ Tis to 


edge I now 


—— 
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<< poſſeſs; the ſeience of botany is ſo diffuſive, 
* that a proper thread is abſolutely: wanted to 
conduct the beginner.” Pray, Mr. Bertram, 
when die you imbibe the firſt wiſh to cultivate 
the ſcjence of botany; was you regularly bred 
to it in Philadelphia. I have never received 
. any other education than barely reading and 
< writing z this ſmall farm was all the patri- 
.** mony my father left me, certain debts and 
* the want of meadows kept me rather low in 
the beginning of my life; my wife brought 
% me nothing in money, all her riches conſiſt- 
ed in her good temper and great knowledge 
of houſewifery. I ſcareely know how to trace 
my ſteps in the botanical career; they appear 
eto me now like unto a dream 21 but thee may- 
e eſt rely on what I ſhall relate, though I 
© know that ſome of our friends have laughed 
at it.“ I am not one of thoſe. people, Mr. 
Bertram, who aim at finding out the ridiculous 
in what is ſincerely and honeſtly averred. 
Well, then, I'll tell thee: One day I was 
very buſy in holding my plough (for thee 
« ſeeſt that Lam but a 8 and being 
: weary I ran under the ſhade of a tree td re- 
“ poſe myſelf, I caſt my eyes on a daiſy, I 
“ plucked it mechanically and viewed it with 
© more Curioſity than common country farmers 
*© are wont to do; and obſerved therein very 
4 many diſtin parts, ſome perpendicular, 
„ ſome horizontal. What a fhame, ſaid my 
* mind, or ſomething that inſpired my mind, that 
* thee ſhouldft have employed ſo many years in till- 
© ing the earth and deſtroying ſo many flowers and 
« plants, without being acquainted with their ſtruc- 
* tures and their uſes! This ſeeming inſpira- 
tion ſuddenly awakened my curioſity, for 
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theſe were not thoughts to Which I had been 


accuſtomed. I returned to my team, but 
this new deſire did not quit my mind ; 1 
mentioned it to my wife, who greatly diſ- 
couraged |, me from proſecuting my new 
ſcheme, as ſhe; called it; I'was not opulent 
enough, ſhe ſaid, to dedicate much of a 
time to ſtudies and labours which might7ro 


me of that portion of it which is the only 


wealth of the American farmer. Howeyer 
her prudent caution did not diſequrage me 


I thought about it continually, at ſapper, in 
bed, and wherever I went, At laſt. J could 
not reſiſt the impulſe; for on tbe fourth 
day of the following week, I hired a man 
* to plough-for me, and went to Philadelphia. 


Though I knew not what bock to call for, 1 
ingenuouſly told the bookſeller, my errand, 
who provided, me with ſuch, as he thought 
beſt, and a Latin grammar beſide. Next I 


applied to a neighbouring ſchoolmaſter, who 


in three months taught me Latin enough to 


underſtand :Ljanzus,. which I purchaſed af= 


ter wand. Then I began to botanize all over 
my farm z in a littie time I became acquaint» 


&© ed, with every vegetable that grew in my 


46. 
e 


0 
Kr 
ce 
6 
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40 
« 


neighbourhood ;..,and next ventured into 
Maryland, living among the Friends: in 


proportion as I thought myſelf more learned 


I proceeded farther, and by a ſteady applica- 


tion of ſeyeral;. years I have acquired a pretty 
general knowledge of, every plant and tree 


to he found in our continent. In proceſs of 
time I was applied to from the old countries, 
whither I every year ſend many collections. 
Being now made eaſy in my circumſtances, 


I. haye ;ceaſed. to labour, and am never ſo 


e happy 
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« happy as when I ſee and converſe with my 
« friends. If among the many plants or ſhrubs 
J am acquainted with, there are any thee 
<<. wanteſt to ſend to thy native country, I will 
* chearfully procure them, and give thee 
« moreover whatever directions thee mayeſt 
« want,” | TIO CL 
Thus I paſſed ſeveral days in eaſe, improve- 
ment, and pleaſure; I obſerved: in all the ope- 
rations of his farm, as well as in the mutual 
correſpondence between the maſter and the in- 
ſerior members of his family, the greateſt eaſe 
and decorum; not a word like command 
ſeemed to exceed the tone of a ſimple wiſh. The 
very negroes themſelves appeared to partake of 
ſuch a decency of behaviour, and modeſty of 
countenance, as I had never before obſerved. 
By what means, ſaid I, Mr. Bertram, do you 
rule your ſlaves ſo well, that they ſeem to do 
their work with all the chearfulneſs of white 
men? Though our erroneous prejudices 
& and opinions once induced us to look upon 
< them as fit only for ſlavery, though ancient 
te cuſtom had very unfortunately taught us 
« to keep them in bondage; yet of late, in 
4 conſequence of the remonſtrances of ſeveral 
«friends, and of the books they have 
& publiſhed on that ſubject, our ſociety treats 
« them very differently. With us they are 
% now free. I give thoſe whom thee didſt 
'«© ſee at my table, eighteen pounds à year, 
« with victuals and clothes, and all other pri- 
4 vileges which white men enjoy. Our ſo- 
« ciety treats them now as the companions of 
44 our labours; and by this management, as. 
well as by means of the education we have 
„given them, they are in general become a 


.!THE'BO/T/ANIST. - arg 


© new. ſet of beings, Thoſe whom I admit 
« to my table, I have found to be good, truſty, 
«© moral men; when they do not what we 
te think they ſhould do, we diſmiſs them, which 
« js all the puniſhment we inflict. Other 
& ſocieties of Chriſtians keep them | ſtill as 
&« ſlaves, without teaching them any kind 
& of religious principles: what motive beſide 
« fear can they have to behave well? In the firſt 
« ſettlement of this province, we employed 
„ them as. flaves, I acknowledge; but w 
« we found that good example, gentle admo- 
e nition, and religious principles could lead 
« them to ſubordination and ſobriety, we re- 
„ linquiſhed a method ſo contrary to the 
„ feſſion of Chriſtianity. We gave them 
dom, and yet few have quitted their ancient 
«© maſters. The women breed in our families; 
and we become attached to one another. I 
„taught mine to read and to write; they 
« love God, and fear his judgments. The 
„ oldeft perſon among them tranſacts my buſi- 
““ neſs in Philadelphia, with a punctuality, from 
«© which he has never deviated. They conſtant- 
“ly attend our meetings, they participate in 
health and fickneſs, infancy and old age, 
* in the advantages our ſociety affords, Such 
are the means we have made uſe of, to relieve 
them from that bondage and ignorance in 
which they were kept before. 'T hee perhaps 
* haſt been ſurpriſed to fee them at my table, 
but by elevating them to the rank of freemen, 
they neceſſarily acquire that emulation with- 
% out which we ourſelves ſhould fall into de- 
„ baſement and profligate ways.” Mr. Ber- 
tram, this is the moſt ohifoſophical treat- 
ment of negroes that I have heard of; happy 
| would 
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would it be for America would other denomi- 
nations of, Chriſtians imbibe the ſame prin- 
ciples, and follow the ſame admirable” rules. 
A great number of men would be relieved 
from thoſe eruel ſhackles, under which they 
now groan; = under this imprefſion, I can- 
not endure to ſpend more time in the ſouthern 
provinces. +. The' method with which they are 
treated there, the meanneſs of their: food, the 
ſeverity of their taſks, are. ſpectacles I have 
not patience: to behold. J am glad to ſee 
„that thee haſt ſo much compaſſion ;. are there 
any ſlaves in thy country? Ves, unfortu- 
nately, but they are more properly civil than 
domeſtic ſlaves, they are attached to the ſoil 
on which they live; it is the remains of an- 
cient barbarous cuſtoms, eſtabliſhed in the days 
of the greateſt ignorance and ſavageneſs of 
— and —.— notwithſtanding the 
repeated tears of humanity, the loud calls of 
policy, and the, commands of religion. The 
pride of great men, with the avarice of land- 
holders, make them look on this claſs as ne- 
ceſſary tools of huſbandry ;. as if freemen could 
not cultivate the ground. And is it really 
5 To be poor, to be wretched, 
£6. to be a ſlaye, are hard indeed; exiſtence is 
„% not worth enjoying on thoſe terms. I am 
<< afraid thy country will never flouriſh under 
- 44 ſuch impolitic government.“ I am wy 
much of your opinion Mr. Bertram, though 
am in hopes that the prefent -reign, illuſtrious 
by ſo many acts of the ſoundeſt policy, will not 
expire without this ſalutary, this neceffary 
_.emancipation; which would fill the Ruſſian em- 
pire with tears of gratitude. - ** How long haſt 
5. thee been in this country:?“ . 
724700 ir. 
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sir. Why thee ſpeakeſt Engliſh almoſt like 
« a native; what toil a traveller muſt undergo 
« to learn various languages, to diveſt himſe 
tc of his native prejudices, and to acommodate 
% himſelf to the cuſtoms of all thoſe among 
«© whom he chuſeth to reſide.” “. 
Thus I ſpent my time with this enlightened 
botaniſt this worthy citizen; who united all 
the ſimplicity of ruſtic manners to the moſt 
uſeful learning. Various and extenſive were 
the converſations that filled the meaſure of m 
viſit. Faccompanied him to his fields, to his 
barn, to his bank, to his garden, to his ſtudy, 
and at laſt to the meeting of the ſociety — 
Sunday following. It was at the town of Cheſ- 
ter, whither the whole family went in two wag- 
gons; Mr. Bertram and I on horſe-backs 
When I entered the houſe where the friends 


were aſſembled, who might be about two hun- 


dred men and women, the involuntary impulſe 


of ancient cuſtom made me pull off my hat; 


but ſoon recovering 1 — I fat with it on, at 
the end of a bench. The meeting-houſe was 
a ſquare building devoid of any ornament what- 
ever; the whiteneſs of the walls, the conveni- 
_ of ſeats, that of a large ſtove, which in 
co 


weather keeps the whole houſe warm, were 


the only eſſential things which I obſerved. 
Neither pulpit nor deſk, fount nor altar, taber- 
nacle nor organ, were there to be ſeen; it is 
merely a ſpacious room, in which theſe good 
people meet every Sunday. A profound ſilence 
enſued, which laſted about half an hour; eve 
one had his head reclined, and ſeemed abſorbed 
in profound meditation, when a female friend 
aroſe, and declared with a moſt engaging mo- 
deſty, that the ſpirit moved her to entertain 
£ 24% 5 „ 
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them on the ſubject, ſhe had choſen, She treat- 
ed it with great propriety, as a moral uſeful diſ- 
courſe, and delivered it without theological pa. 
rade or the oſtentation of learning. Either ſhe 
muſt have been a great adept in public ſpeaking, 
or had ſtudiouſly prepared herſelf; a circum- 
tance that cannot well be ſuppoſed, as it is a 
point, in their profeſſion, to utter nothing but 
what ariſes from ſpontaneous impulſe: or elſe 
the great ſpirit of the world, the patronage and 
influence of which they all came to invoke, 
muſt have inſpired her with the ſoundeſt mora- 
lity. Her diſcourſe laſted three quarters of an 
hour. I did not obſerve one ſingle face turned 
toward her; never before had I ſeen a congre- 
gation liſtening with ſo much attention to a 
public oration. I obſerved neither contortions 


[4 of body, nor any kind of affectation in her face, 


ſtile, or manner of utterance; every thing was 
natural, and therefore pleaſing, and ſhall 1 tell 
you more, ſhe: was very handſome, although 
upwards of forty, As ſoon as ſhe had finiſhed, 
every 'one ſeemed to return. to their- former me- 
ditation for about a quarter of an hour; whey 

they roſe up by common conſent, and after 
ſome general coverſation, departed. 

Hoy ſimple their precepts, how unadorned 
their religious ſyſtem: how few the ceremonies 
through which they paſs during the courſe of 
their Jives! At their deaths they .are- interred 
by the fraternity, without pomp, without pray- 
ers; thinking it then too late to alter the courſe 
of God's eternal decrees : and as you well know, 
without either monument nor. tomb-ſtone. 

Thus after having lived under the mildeſt go- 

vernment, after having been guided by the 
mildeſt doctrine, they die juſt as peaceab . 1 „ 
= : thoſe 
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thoſe who being educated in more pompous reli- 
ions, paſs through a variety of ſacraments, 
fabſeribe to complicated creeds, and enjoy tke 
benefits of a'churchieſtabliſtiment.”i Theſe good 
people flatter themſelves . with following the 

doctrines of Jeſus: Chriſt, in that: ſitaplici 
with which they were delivered: an guar 
ſyſtem could not have been deviſed fot the uſe of 
mankind. It appears to be entirely free from 
thoſe ornaments and political additions which 
each country and each government, hath aeg 
ed after its s manners. 

At the door of this meeting houſe, I had ben 
invited to ſpend ſome days at the houſes of ſome 
reſpectable farmers in the neighbourhood. The 
reception I met with every where inſenſibl 
led me to ſpend two months among theſe — 
people; and 1 muſt ſay they were gan den 
days of my riper years. I never ſhall % . 
the gratitude I owe them. ſor the innu le 
kindnaſſes they : heaped on me; it was to the 
= me that I. am indebted! for the 

—— I now have throughaut- 

nſylvania. . I muſt. defer. you as 

t, ang! ſee you again. Before. that 

_ comes, I may perhaps entertain you with 

more curious ner chan this letter affords. 
Waun 

1 3 — 15 — AL 
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2 | DISTRESSES or A FRONTIER MAN. 


WISH for a chan of aw; the hour i 
— that I muſt fly from my houſe and 
abandon my farm! But what courſe ſhall I 
. NReer, incloſed as I am? The climate beſt 
adapted to my preſent ' ſituation and humour 
would be the polar regions, where ſix months 
day and fix months ni night divide the dull year: 
nay, a fimple Aurora Borealis would ſuffice me, 


_— — eyes, fatigued now b 
ſo many dif; reeable objects. The ſeverii of 
thoſe — that To gloom, where: 
choly dwells, would be perfectly = to 
the turn of my mind Od, could I remove my 
plantation to the ſhores of the Oby, willin 9 
e f e in the hut of 2 
with chearfulneſs would I go and bury "eoylelf 
in the cavern of a Laplander. 'Cout3 1 but 
carry my family along with me, I would win- 
ter at Pello, or Tobolſky, in order to enjoy 
the peace and innocence of that coun ut 
let me arrive under the pole, or reach e anti- 
vw by never-ean leave behind me the remem- 
brance of the dreadful ſcenes to which I have 
been a witneſs ; therefore never can I be happy! 
Happy, why would I mention that ſweet, that 
enchanting word? Once happineſs was = 
portion; now it is gone from us, and I a 
afraid not to be enjoyed again by the 8 
neration! Which ever way I fook, nothing 
t the moſt frightful deeper preſent how 
ves 


U 
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{elves to my view; in which hundreds FY 

friends and Ln ny have albead 
of all animals that live on the ſurface of this | 
planet, hat is man when no longer connected 
with ſociety ; or when he finds himfelf ſur- 
rounded by a convulſed and à half diſſolved 
one? He cannot live in ſolitüde, he muſt de- 
long to ſome community bound: -by ſome ties, 
however &t, Men mutually 1 pport and 
add to the boldneſs and confidence of each' 
other the weakneſs of each is ſtrengthened by 
the force of the whole. I had neyer before 
theſe calamitous times formed-any 
I lived on, laboured and he fot 
having ever ſtudied on what the 
life, and the foundation of wor fl, 
eſtabliſhed : I pereeived them; 
me. Never was a —_— {Ki 
ble as mine, 
member of an extenſi 


huſband, hr wr rer 
feels for the miſeries of others a 
his owh'! But, alas! ſo much Is every 


theſe charnRers, as as 
TA EE <= 
ever of the min am tran 
that degree of calmneſs 'which is Tow er! Aut 
delineate our thoughts. I feel as if my reaſon 
wanted to leave oe, as if . would burſt 1 
Poor wor tenement : n to com 

| 2 "Oo myſelf, 


i 
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myſelf, I grow cool, and preconceiving the 
nail forts Joke endeavour to retain the uſeful 
u 
You know 9 91 poſition, of our: 1 [ 
need not therefore deſcribe. it. To the welt i it 


is incloſed by a chain of meine,! to 
———;., to.the eaſt,, the count is yet but 
thinly. inbabired 3, we are. alm. in led, and 


kagſes are at 195 N erable diſtance from 
each other... From the mountains we haye but 
too much reaſon to expect our: dreadful enemy; 
the wilderneſs is a harbour where it is im 
— to 2. 7 them, It is a door through which 
enter our country whenever they 
plas; ani. as they ſeem, determined $0 deſtroy 
e ce N pay our fate cannot 
Ia e ee als Champlain, almoſt 
gn ron flagrated one. after another. 
ders theſe;inguriions {till more terrible 
is, that they -molt. commonly take place in the 
dead of the night: we never go to our fields 


| ja ve are, ſeiſed with zu involuntacy fear, 
which &fleng.ove, e opt eien our la- 
| 7 Na ther. Jubject of cogverſation. inter- 


the, different fe which 
read. des the, country, pf ſucceſſive. as 


ion; and theſe, to in, chimney-co -Cor- 
5 Tea themſelves in. le 1magi- 


nations into the moſt terrific ideas! We never 
fit down either to dinner or ſupper; but the leaſt 
noiſe immediate] j;ſpzeads à general alarm. and 
W The from enjoying the comfort pf, our 
wa he very ma proceeding from la. 

ur ace ,of mind is gone; we eat juſt 
enough nd bb 9 ive: our ſleep is diſturbed 
by the moſt! eech ful bre, ſometimes I ſtart 
awake, as jf the great hour of danger was, Come 
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at other times the howling of our dogs ſeems to 
announce the arrival of the enemy: we leap out 
of bed and run to arms; my poor wife with 
panting boſom and ſilent tears, takes leave of 
me; as if we were to ſee each other no more z 
the. ſnatehes the youngeſt children from their 
beds, who, ſuddenly awakened, increaſe by 
their innocent queſtions the horror of the dread- 
ful moment. She tries to hide them in the cel- 
lar, as if our cellar was inacceſſible to the fire. 
I place all my ſervants at the windows, and 
myſelf at the door, where I am determined to 
periſh,» Fear induſtriouſſy encreaſes | 
found'; we all liſten; each communicates to the 
other is. ideas and conjectures! Me remain 
thus ſometimes for whole hours, our hearts and 
our minds racked by the moſt anxious ſuſpenſe t 
what a dreadful ſituation, à thouſand times 
worſe than that of a ſoldier engaged in the midſt 
of the moſt ſevere, conflict Sometimes feel 
ing the ſpontaneous courage of à man, I ſeem 
to wiſh for the deciſive minute; the next inſtant 
a meſſage from my wife, ſent by one of the 
children, puzzling me beſide with their little 
queſtions, unmans me: away goes my courage, 
and I deſcend again into the deepeſt deſpond- 
enoy. At laſt. finding that: it was à falſe alarm, 
we return once more to our beds; but What 
good can the kind fleep of nature de to ùs when 
interrupted by ſuch: ſcenes ! | Securely placed 
as you are, you can have no idea of our agita- 
tions but by hear - ſay; no relation can be equal 
to what we ſuffer and to what we feel. Every 
e my youngeſt children are ſure to have 
frightful dreams to relate: in vain T:exert' 
authority to keep them ſilent, it is not in my 
power; and theſe images of their diſturbed 
os | imagi- 
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imagination, inſtead of being frivolouſly looked 
upon as in the days of our happineſs, are on 
the contrary confidered as warnings and ſure 
Pprognoſtics. of our future fate. I am not a 
ſuperſtitious man, but ſince our misfortunes, 
I am grown more timid, and. leſs diſpoſed to 
treat the doctrine of omens with contempft. 
. - Though theſe evils have been gradual, yet 
they do not become habitual like.:other inci- 
dental evils. The nearer:] view the end of this 
0 ophe, the more I ſnudder. But why 
ſhould I trouble you with ſuch unconneQed ac- 
counts z men ſecure and out of danger are ſoon 
fatigued] with mournful details: can you enter 
with me into fellowſhip with all theſe afflictive 
ſenſations ; have you a tear ready to ſhed over 
the approaching ruin of a once opulent and 
ſubſtantial family? Read this I pray with the 
yes of ſympathy; with a tender ſorrow, pity 
_ the. lot of thoſe whom you once called your 
' friends; who were once ſurrounded with plen- 
1, caſe, and perfect ſecurity; but who now 
Expect every night to be their laſt, and ho are 
as wretched as criminals under an impending 
ſentence of the law. BIT , e 
As a member of a large ſociety which extends 
fo many parts of the world, my connection 
with it is too diſtant to be as ſtrong as that 
»FTwbich binds me to the inferior diviſion in the 
midft of which I live. I am told that the great 
nation, of which we are a part, is juſt, wiſe, 
and free, beyond any other on earth, within its 
own inſular boundaries; but not always ſo to 
its diſtant conqueſts; I ſhall not repeat all J 
have heard, becauſe I cannot believe half of it. 
As a citizen of a ſmaller ſociety, 1 find that 


any kind of oppoſition to its now prong 
| enti- 
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ſentiments, immediately begets hatred: ho- 
eaſily do men paſs from loving, to hating and 
— one another! I am a lover of peace, 
what muſt I do? I am divided between the re- 

ſpe& I feel for the ancient connection, and the 
fear of innovations, with the conſequence of 
which I am not. well acquainted ; as they are 
embraced by my own countrymen. . I am con- 
ſcious that I was happy before this unfortunate - 
Revolution. .I feel that I am no longer ſo; 
therefore I regret the change. This is the only 
mode of reaſoning adapted to perſons in my 
ſituation. If I attach myſelf to the Mother 
Country, which is 3000 miles from me, I be- 
come what is called an enemy to my own re- 
ion; if I follow the reſt of my countrymen, 
| {6 oppoſed to our ancient maſters : both 
extremes appear equally dangeraus to a perſon 
of ſo little weight and conſequence as I am, 
whoſe energy and example are of no avail. As 
to the argument on which the diſpute is found- 
ed, I know little about it. Much has been ſaid 
and written on both ſides, but who has a judg- 
ment capacious and clear eno to decide ? 
The great moving principles which actuate 
both parties are much hid from vulgar eyes, 
like mine; nothing but the plauſible and the 
probable are offered to our contemplation. The 
innocent claſs are always the victim of the few; 
they are in all countries and at all times the in- 
ferior agents, on which the popular phantom is 
erected; they clamour, and muſt toil, and bleed, 
and are always ſure of meeting with oppreſſion 
and rebuke, It is for the fake of the great 
leaders on both ſides, that ſo much blood muſt 
be ſpilt; that of the people is counted as no- 
thing, Great events are not atchieved for us, 
though 
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though it is by us that they are: principally ac- 
compliſhed; by the arms, the ſweat, the lives 
of the people. Books tell me ſo much that 
inform me of nothing. Sophiſtry, the 
bane of freemen, launches forth in all her de- 
ceiving attire! After all, moſt men reaſon 
from paſſions; and ſhall-ſuch an ignorant indi- 
vidual as I am decide, and ſay this fide is right, 
that ſide is wrong? Sentiment and feeling are 
the only guides I know. Alas, how ſhould I 
unravel an argument, in which reaſon herſelf 
hath given way to brutality: and bloodſhed | 
| What then muſt I do? 1 aſk the wiſeſt Jaw- 
yers,. the ableſt caſuiſts, the warmeſt patriots; 
for-I mean 3 Great Source of wiſdom | 
inſpire: me with light ſufficient to guide my 
benighted ſteps out of this intricate maze ! 
Shalf 1 diſcard all my ancient principles, ſhall 
1 renounce that name that nation which I held 
once fo reſpectable? I feel the powerful at- 
traction; the ſentiments they inſpired grew 
with my earlieſt knowledge, and were grafted 
upon the firſt rudiments of my education. On 
the other hand, ſhall 1 arm myſelf againſt that 
country where I firſt drew breath, againſt the 
| play-mates of my youth, my boſom friends, my 
acquaintance?—the idea makes me ſhudder! 
Muſt I be called a parricide, a traitor, a villain 
| Joſe the eſteem of all thoſe whom I love, to 
reſerve my own; be ſhunned like a rattle- 
| Jha or be pointed at like a bear, I have 
neither heroiſm nor magnanimity .enongh to 
make ſo great a ſacrifice. Here I am tied, I am 
faſtened by numerous ſtrings, nor do I repine 
at the preſſure they cauſe ; ignorant as I am, I 
can pervade the utmoſt extent of the calamities 
which have already overtaken our poor afflicted 
776 country. 
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country. I can ſee the great and accumulated, 
ruin yer extending iglelf; as tar;as the theatre of 
war has feached ; I; hear, the, groans of thoun 
ſands of families Daw ruined and deſolatod by I 
our aggreſſors. I cannot count the multitude of 
orphans ithis War, has made nor aſcertain the 
immenſtty of blood we have, loſt, Some have, 
aſked, whether it was a crime. to xeſiſt ; to re- 
pel ſome parts of this evil. Others have aſlerte; 
ed, that a reſiſtance- ſo. general makes pardons - 
unattainable, and repentance uſeleſß g and din - 
viding the erime among ſo many, [renders itim- 
perceptible. What one party calls. meritoriqus, 
the other .dgnaminates,, flagitious. k Theſe op. 
ons vary, contract, or expand, like the events 
of the / war on Which thay: am founded. What 
can an inſignificant man do in the midſt of theſe 
jarring conttadictory parties, equallyſhoſtile ( 
perſons ſituated as I am? And after all who» 
will be the really guilty . — Thoſp moſt certain-— 
ly who, fail of ſucceſs. Our fate, the fate of 
houſands, is then neceſſarily. involved in the 
dark wheel of fortune. Why then ſo many 
uſeleſs reaſonings; we are the ſport of fate. 
Farewell education, principles, love of our 
country, farewell; all. are become uſeleſs to 
the generality of us: he who governs himſelf. 
8 what he calls his principles, may. 
be pusiſhed either by one party or the other, 
for- thoſe very principles. He who proceeds 
without prineiple, as chance, timidity, or ſelſ- 
preſervation directs, will not perhaps fare bet- 
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ter; but he will be leſs blamed; What are u 
in the great ſcale of events, we poor defenſe- 
leſs, frontier, inhabitants? What is it to the, 


we die whatever virtue, whateyer merit and: 
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diſintereſtedneſs we = exhibit in our ſecluded 
- retreats, of what avail? We are like the piſ- 
mires deſtroyed by the plough; whoſe deſtruc- 
tion prevents not the future crop. Self · preſer- 
vation, therefore, the rule of nature ſeems to 
de the beſt rule of conduct; what can we 
do by vain reſiſtance, by uſeleſs efforts? The 
cool, the diſtant ſpectator, placed in ſafety, 
may arraign me for ingratitude, may bring forth 
the principles of Solon or Monteſquieu; he 
may look oh me as wilfully guilty ; he may call 
me by the moſt opprobrious names. Secure from 
al danger, his warm imagination, undiſ- 
turbed by the leaſt agitation of the heart, will 
expatiate freely on this grand queſtion; and 
will conſider this extended field, but as exhibit- 
ing the double ſcene, of attack and defence, 
To him the object becomes abſtracted, the in- 
termediate glares, the perſpective diſtance and 
a variety of opinions unimpaired by affeRions, 
ſents to his mind but one ſet of ideas. Here 
de proclaims the Righ guilt of the one, and 
there the righi of the other; but let him come 
and reſide with us one _ month, let him 
paſs with us through all the ſucceſſive hours of 
geceſlary toil, terror and affright, let him watch 
with us, his muſket in his hand, through tedi- 
ous, ſleepleſs nights, his imagination furrowed 
by the keen chiſſel of every paſſion; let his 
' wife and his children become expoſed to the 
moſt dreadful hazards of death; let the exiſt- 
ence of his property depend on a ſingle ſpark, 
blown by the breath of an enemy; let him 
tremble with us in our fields, ſhudder at the 
rliſtling of every leaf; let his heart, the ſeat of 
the moſt affecting paſſions, be powerfully wrung 
by hearing the melancholy end of his wn 
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and friends; let him trace on the map the pro- 
greſs of theſe deſolations ; let his alarmed ima- 
gination predict to him the night, the dreadful 
night when it may be his turn to periſh, as fo 
many have peri before. Obſerve then, 
whether the man 'will not get the better of the 
citizen, whether his political maxims will not 
vaniſh! Yes, he will ceaſe to glow fo warmly 
with the glory of the metropolis ; all his wiſhes 
will be turned toward the preſervation of his 
family! Oh, were he ſituated where I am, 
-were his houſe perpetually filled, as mine is, 
with miſerable victims juſt eſcaped from the 
flames and the ſcalping knife, telling of barba- 


rities and murders. that make human nature 


tremble; his ſituation would ſuſpend every 
litical reflection, and expel, every abſtract idea. 
My heart is full and involuntarily takes-hold of 
any notion from whence it can receive ideal 
e or relief. I am informed that the king has 
the moſt numerous, as well as the faireſt, progeny 
of children, of any potentate now in the world: 
he may be a great king, but he muſt feel as we 


common mortals do, in the good wiſhes he forms 


for their lives and proſperity. His mind no 
doubt often ſprings forward on the wings of an- 
ticipation, and contemplates us as happily ſet- 
tled in the m—_— If a poor frontier inhabitant 
may be allowed to ſuppoſe this great perſon 

the firſt in our ſyſtem, tp be 2 Ee 


one hour, to the exquiſite pangs we ſo often 


ſeel, would not the preſervation of ſo numerous 


a family engroſs all his thoughts; would not | 


the ideas of dominion and other felicities attend- 
ant on royalty, all vaniſh in the hour of dan» 
ger? The regal character, however ſacred, 
whuld be ſuperſeded: by the ſtronger, becauſe 

mY . more 
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more natural one of man and father, Qh! did 
he but know the circumſtances of this horrid 
war, I am ſure he would put a ſtop to that long 
. deſtruction of parents and children. I am ſure 
that while he turned his ears to ſtate policy, he 
would attentively liſten alſo to the dictates of 
nature, that great parent; for, as a good king, 
he no doubt wiſhes to create, to ſpare, and to 
rote, as the does. Muſt I then, in order to 
called a faithful ſubject, coolly, and philo- 
ſophically ſay, it is neceſſary for the good ot 
Britain, that my children's brains ſhould be 
daſhed againſt the walls of the houſe in which 
they were reared; that my wife ſhould be ſtab- 
bed and ſcalped before my face; that; I ſhould 
be either mucdered or captivated; or that for 
greater expedition we ſhould all. be locked: up 
and burnt to aſhes as the family of the B-——n - 
was? Muſt I with meekneſs wait for that laſt 
itch of deſolation and receive with perfect re- 
ation, ſo hard a fate from ruffians, acting 
at ſuch, a diſtance from the eves of any ſuperior; 
monſters, left to the wild impulſes-of the wild- 
eſt nature. Could the lions of Africa be tranſ- 
ported here and let looſe, they would no doubt 
kill us in order to prey upon our carcaſſes; but 
their appetites would not require ſo many vic- 
tims, Shall I wait to be puniſhed with death, 
or elſe ta be ſtripped of all food and raiment, 
reduced to deſpair without redreſs and without 
hope, Shall thoſe. who may eſcape, ſee every 
thing they hold dear deſtroyed and gone. Shall 
thoſe few ſurvivors, lurking in obſcure 
corner, deplore. in vain the fate of their fami- 
I ies, mourn over parents either captivated, but- 
chered, or burnt; roam among our, wilds, and 
wait for death at the foot of ſome tree, with=, 
52 7 6 out 
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out a murmur, or without a ſigh, ſor the good 
of the cauſe? No, it is impoſſible! ſo aſto- 
niſhing a ſacrifice is not to be expected from 
human nature, it muſt belong to beings of an 
inferior or ſuperior order, actuated” by leſs, or 
by more refined principles, Even thoſe great 
perſonages who are ſo far elevated above 
common ranks. of men, thoſe, I mean, who 
wield and direct ſo many thunders; - thoſe who: 
have let looſe againſt us theſe demons of war, 
could they be tranſported here, and metamons: 
phoſed into, ſimple planters as we are, they, 
would, from being the arbiters of human deſti- 
ny, ſink into miſerable victims; they would 
feel and exclaim as we do, and be as much ata 


loſs what line of conduct to proſecute. Do you: - 


well comprehend the difficulties of our ſitua- 
tion? If we ſtay we are ſure to periſh-at one 
time or another; no vigilance on our part can 
fave, us; if we retire, we know not where to 


go; every houſe is filled with refugees as: - 
wretched as ourſelves; and if we remove wer - 
become beggars. The property of farmers (is; 


not like that of merchants ; and abſolute pover- 


ty is worſe than death. If we take up. arms to 
fend ourſelves, we are denominated rebels 3. 
ſhould we not be rebels againſt nature, could 


we be ſhamefully paſſive? Shall we then, like: 
martyrs, glory in an allegiance, - now become 
uſeleſs, and voluntarily expoſe ourſelves tea 


ſpecies of deſalation which though. it ruin us en- 


tirely, yet entiches not our ancient maſters. By: 


this inflexible and ſullen attachment, we ſhall 


be deſpiſed by our countrymen, and deſtrayed 
by our aneient friends; whatever we ma 
whatever merit we may claim, will not ſhelter; 

us from thoſe indiſcriminate blows, * — 


F a . 


A FRONTIER MAN. my 


ay, f 


— - ——; — cl _ 


 - whom we expected 


\ 


4% -'DISTRESSES OT 


Rired banditti, animated by all thoſe paſſions 
which urge men to ſhed the blood of others; 
how bitter the thought! On the contrary. 
blows received by the hands of thoſe from 
protection, extinguiſh an- 
cient reſpect, and urge us to ſelf- defence — per- 
_ to revenge; this is the path which nature 
herſelf points out, as well to the civilized as to 
the uncivilized. The Creator of hearts has 
himſelf ſtamped on them thoſe propenſities at 
their firſt formation; and muſt we then daily 
receive this treatment from a power once ſo lov- 
ed? The fox flies or deceives the hounds that 
purſue him; the bear, when overtaken, boldly 
reſiſts and attacks them; the hen, the 2 tl. 
mid hen, fights for the preſervation of her 
chickens, nor does ſhe — to attack and to 
meet on the wing even the ſwift kite. Shall 
man, then, provided both with inſtinct and 
reaſon, unmoved, unconcerned, and paſſive, 
ſee his ſubſiſtence conſumed, and his progen 
either raviſhed from him or murdered ? Sha f 
fiftitious reaſon extinguiſh the unerring impulſe 
of inſtinct? No; my former reſpect, my 
former attachment vaniſhes with my 47 
that reſpect and attachment was purchaſed by 
protection, and it has ceaſed. Could not the 
nation we belong to, 'have accompliſhed 
— deſigns by means of her numerous armies, 
by — of thoſe fleets which cover the ocean? 
Muſt thoſe who are maſters of two thirds of the 
trade of the world; who have in their hands 
the 3 which —— gold can give; who 
poſſeſs a ſpecies of wealth that increaſes with 
their deſires; muſt they eſtabliſh their conqueſt: 
wich our 0 re wade innocent t blood * 3 
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Muſt I then bid farewell to Britain, to that 
renowned. ? Muſt I renounce a name 
ſo ancient and ſo venerable ? Alas, ſhe her- 
ſelf, that once indulgent parent, forces me to 
take up arms inſt her. "She —— firſt 
inſpired the moſt unhappy citizens of our re- 

—— with the — of ſheddin 
the blood of thoſe whom they uſed to call 
by the name of friends and brethren. That 
t nation which now convulſes the world; 
which hardly knows the extent of her Indian 
kingdoms; which looks toward the univerſal 
monarchy of trade, of induſtry, of riches, of 
power: why: muſt ſhe ftrew our poor fron- 
tiers with the carcaſſes of her friends, with the 
wrecks of our inſignificant vill in which 
there is no gold? When oppteſſed by painful 
recollection, I revolve all theſe ſcattered ideas 
in my mind; when I contemplate my ſituation, 
and the thouſand ſtreams of evil with which IL 
am. ſurrounded ; when I deſcend into the par- 
ticular 'tendency even of the remedy I have 
ſed, I am convulſed — convulſed ſome- 
times to that degree, as to be tempted to 
exclaim — Why- has the maſter of the world 
permitted ſo much indiſcriminate evil through- 
out every part of this poor -planet, at all times 
and among all kinds of people? It ought 
ſurely to be the puniſhment of the wicked 
only. —_— that cup to my lips, of which I 
muſt ſoon ' taſte, and ſhudder at its bitterneſs. 
What then is life, I aſk myſelf, is it a gracious 
gift? No, it is too bitter; a gift means ſome- 
thing valuable conferred, but lite appears to be 
a mere accident, and of — Mind's we 
are born to be victims vf diſeaſes and paſſions, 
of miſchances and death: better not to be than 
f ; to 
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to be miſerable. Thus impiouſly I roam, I fly 
from one- erratic thought to another, and my 
mind, arritated by. theſeacrimonious reflections, 


is ready ſometimes to lead me to dangerous ex- 
tremes of violence. When I :recotlect, that E 
am a father, and a huſband, the return of theſe 
endearirig ideas ſtries deep into my heart. A- 
las ! they once made it to glow with pleaſure 
and with every raviſhing exultation z but now 
they fill it with ſorrow. At other times, my 
_ wife induſtriouſly rouſes me out of theſe dreads 
ful meditations; and foothbes me by all the rea- 
foning ſhe is miſtreſs off, but her endeavours 
only ſerve to make me meite miſerable, by re- 
gecting that ſhe muſtiſhare with me all theſe ca- 
lamities, the bare apprehenſions of which I am 
afraid will ſubvert ber reaſon. Nor can I with 
patience think that a beloved wife, my faithful 
belp-mate throughout alb my rural fchemes, the 
principal hand which has aſſiſted me in rearing 
the proſperous fabric of eafe and independence 
L lately poſſeſſed, as well as my children, : thoſe 
tenants of my heart, . ſhould daily, and nightly 
be expoſed to ſuch a cruel fate. Self- preſerva- 
tion is above all political precepts and rules, 
and even ſuperior to the deareſt opinions of our 
minds; a reaſonable. accommodation of our- 
ſelves to the various exigencies of the times in 
which we live, is the moſt irreſiſtible precept. 
To this great eyil I muſt ſeek ſome ſort of re- 
medy adapted to remove or to palliate it; ſitu- 
ated as I am, what ſteps ſhould I take that will 
neither. injure mor inſult any of the parties, and 
at the ſame time ſave my family from that cer- 
tain deſtruction. which awaits it, if I remain: 
re much Wes Cquld I inſure them bread, 
fety, and. ſubſiſtence, not the bread of, idle- 


neſs,. 
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rieſs, but that earned by proper labour as. here- 


toforez could this be accompliſhed-by the ſa» 


crifice of my life, I would willingly give it up. 


J atteſt before heaven, that it is only for theſe 


I would wiſh to live and to toil : for theſe 


whom I have brought into this miſerable exiſt- 


” ence. I reſemble, methinks, one of the ſtones | 


of a ruined: arch, ſtill retaining that priſtine 


form which anciently fitted the place I occu- 


| 


pied, but the centre is tumbled down; I can 


* 
* 


be nothing until Jam replaèed, either in the 
former circle, or in ſome ſtronger one. I ſee | 
one on a ſmaller ſcale; and at a conſiderable 
diſtance, but it is within my power to reach 


it: and ſince I have ceaſed to conſider myſelf / 


as a member of the ancient ſtate now conyulſed; 
I willingly deſcend into an inferior one; I wilt 
revert into à ſtate approaching nearer to that 
of nature, unineumbered either with volumi- 
ous laws, or contradictory codes, often galling 
he very necks, of thoſe whom they protect; 


and at the ſame time ſufficiently remote främ 
ture; 


the brutality of unconnected ſavage na 
Do you; my friend, perceive the path I have 
found out? it is that which leads to the tenants 


* 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


of the great ———— village of ——— her 


far removed from the accurſed neighbour 

of Europeans, its inhabitants live with more 
eaſe, decency, and peace, than you imagine: 
where, though governed by no laws, yet find; 
in uncontaminated fimple manners all 
can afford. Their ſyſtem is ſufficiently com4 
pleat to anſwer all the primary wants of man} 
and to conſtitute him a ſocial being, ſuch as he 
ought to be in the great foreſt of nature, There 
it is that I have reſolved at any rate to tranſport 
myſelf and family: an eccentric thought; you 
64:6 


at laws 
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may fay, thus to cut aſunder all former connec- 
tions, and to form new . ones: with a people 
whom nature has ſtamped with ſuch different 
charaQeriftics! But as the happineſs of my 
nyo the only object of my wiſhes, I care 
very little where we be, or where we go, pro- 
vided that we are ſafe, and all united together. 
Our new calamities being ſhared equally by all, 
will become lighter ; our mutual affection for 
each other, will in this great tranſmutation be- 
come the ſtrongeſt link of our new ſociety, will 
afford us every joy we can receive on a foreign 
ſoil, and preſerve us in unity, as the gravity 
and coherency of matter prevents the world 
from diſſolution. Blame me not,, it would be 
cruel in you, it would beſide be entirely uſeleſs; 
for when you receive this we ſhall be on the 
wing. When we think all hopes are gone, muſt 
we, like poor puſillanimous wretches, deſpair 
2 die? 2 ; 24 before me a 3 
durces, though through many dangers, whic 
TLuill * 51mg to you —— It is not, be- 
lieve me à diſappointed ambition which leads 
me to take this ſtep, it is the bitterneſs of my 
ſituation, it is the impoſſibility of knowing 
what better meaſure to adopt: my education 
fitted me for nothing more than the moſt ſimple 
occupations of life; I am but a feller of trees, 
a cultivator of land, the moſt honourable title 
an American can have. I have no exploits, no 
diſcoveries, no inventions to boaſt of; I have 
cleared about 370 acres of land, ſome for the 
plough, ſome — the ſcythe; and this has oc- 
cupied many years of 4 life. I have never 
poſſeſſed, or wiſh to poſſeſs any thing more than 
r be earned or produced by the united 
an 


y of my family, I wanted nothing more 
than 
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than to live at home independent and trariquil, 
and to teach my children how to provide the 
means of a future ample ſubſiſtence, founded 
on labour, like that of their father. This is 
the career of life I have purſued, and that 


which I had marked out for them and for Which 


they ſeemed to be ſo well calculated by theix 
inclinations, and by their conſtitutions. But 
now theſe pleaſing expeRations are gone, we 
muſt abandon the accumulated induſtry of 
nineteen years, we muſt fly we hardly know 
whither, through the moſt impervious paths, 
and become members of a new and ſtrange com- 
munity.. Oh, virtue! is this all the reward 
thou haſt to confer on thy votaries ? Either thou 
art only a chimera, or thou art a timid uſeleſs 
being; ſoon affrighted, when ambition, thy 
great adverſary, dictates, when war re-echoes 


the dreadful ſounds, and poor helpleſs indivi- 


duals are mowed down by its cruel reapers like 
uſeleſs graſs. I have at all times generouſly re- 
lieved what few diſtreſſed people I have met 
with; I have encouraged the induſtrious 5 
houſe has always been opened to travellers — 
have not loſt a month in illneſs ſince I have 
been a man; I have cauſed upwards of an hun- 
dred and twenty fainilies to remove hither, Ma- 
ny of them I have led by the hand in the days 
of their firſt trial; diſtant: as I am from an 
— of worſhip or ſchool. of education, 


aye been the paſtor of my family, and the 


teacher of many of my neighbours. I have 
learnt them as well as I could, the — 
they owe to God, the father of harveſts; and 
their duties to man: I have been as uſeful a 
1 ever obedient to the laws, ever vigilant 
to ſee them reſpected and obſerved. My — 


* 
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hhath faithfully followed the ſame line within 
her province; no woman was ever a better œco- 
nomiſt, or ſpun or wove better linen; yet we 
muſt periſh, periſh like wild beaſts, included 


within a ring of fire! 1 
Fes, I will chearfully embrace that refource, 
it is an höly inſpiration * by night and by day, 
it preſents itſelf to my mind: I have carefully 
revolved the ſcheme; I have conſidered in all 
its future effects and tendencies, the new mode 
of living we muſt purſue, without ſalt, with- 
out ſpices, without linen and with little other 
cloathing ; the art of hunting, we muſt acquire, 
the new manners we muſt adopt, the new lan- 
guage we muſt ſpeak ; the dangers attending the 
education of my children we muſt endure. Fheſe 
changes may 'appear more terrific at'a diſtance 
perhaps than when grown familiar by practice: 
what is it to us, whether we eat well made 
paſtry, or pounded Alagrichẽs; well roaſted 
beef, or ſmoaked veniſon ; cabbages, or ſquaſh- 
es?: Whether we wear neat home-ſpun, or 

: beaver: whether we ſleep on feather- beds, 
or on bear-ſkins? The difference is not worth 
attending to. The difficulty of the language, 
the fear of ſome great intoxication among the 
Indians; finally, the apprehenſion leſt my 
younger children ſhould be caught by that ſin- 
gular charm, ſo dangerous at their tender years; 
are the only conſiderations that ſtartle me. By 
what power does it come” to paſs, that children 
who have been adopted when young among theſe 
| pa can never be prevailed on to re- adopt 
beef vr manners? Many an anxious parent 
have 1 ſeen laſt war, who at the return of the 

ns went to the Indian villages where they 


their children had been carried into eap- 
A.uivity; 


% 
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tivity g when to their inexpreſſible ſorrow, they 
found them ſo perfectly Indianiſed, that many 
knew them no longer, and thoſe whoſe more 
advanced ages permitted them to recollect their 
fathers and mothers, abſolutely refuſed to follow 
them, and ran to their adoptive parents for pros 
Seeds, oma the effuſions of love their un- 
happy real parents laviſhed on them! Incredible 
as this may appear, I have heard it aſſerted ii 
a thouſand inftances, among perſons of credits 
In the village of ——, where I purpoſe. to N. 
there lived, about fifteen ago, an Engli 
man and a Swede, whoſe hiſtory would appear 
moving, had I time to relate: it. They were | 
grown to the age of men when they were taken; 
they happily eſcaped the great puniſhment oſ 
war captives, and wete obliged to marry tha 
$quews who had ſaved their lives by adoption; 
By the force of habit, they became at laſt tho4 
roughly naturaliſed to this wild courſe of lifez 
While I was, there, their friends ſent them 4 
conſiderable ſum of money to 8 
with. The Indians, their old- rs gave 
tdem their choice, and, without! requiring any 
conſideration, told them, that the: had: been. 
long as free as themſelves. They choſe to. reb 
main; and the reaſons they gave me. would 
greatly furpriſe you : the moſt perfect freedom; 
the eaſe. of living, the abſener of thoſe! cares 
and corroding ſolicitudes which) ſbo ton pri 
Vail with uß ; the! peculiar goodneſs df the foul 
they cultivated, for they did not truft-altogether - 
to hunting; al theſe, and many more motives, 
which I have forgot, made ; prefer: that 


lite, of Which we entertain ſuch. dreadful: opi- 
nions,,. It cannot be, . therefore, ſo bad as we 
generally conceive it to be; there muſt be in 
'. | NY man 


their 
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their ſocial bond ſomething ſingularly captiyat. 
-ing, and far ſuperior to any thing to be boaſted 
of among us; for thouſands of Europeans afe 
Indians, and we have no examples of even one 

_ of thoſe Aborigines having from choice become 
Europeans! There muſt be ſomething more 
ial to our native diſpoſitions, 'than the 
iRitious ſociety in which we live; or elſe why 
mould children, and even grown perſons, be- 
come in a ſhort time ſo invincibly attached to 

it? There muſt be ſomething very bewitchin 

in their manners, ſomething very indelible an 
marked by the very hands of nature. For, 
take a young Indian lad, give him the beſt 
4 education you poſſibly can, load him with your 
bounty, with , nay with riches ; yet 
be will ſecretly long for his native woods, which 
| 'you would imagine he muſt have long fince 
rn — and on the firft opportunity he can 
pol bly find, Le will ſee him voluntarily leave 

behind him all 

with 1 ble joy to lie on the mats of his 
l mthers. Mr, — ſome ago, received 
from a good old Indian, who died in his houſe, 
u young lad, of nine years of age, his grand- 
fon. kindly: educated him with his chil- 
Aren, and beſtowed on him the ſame care and 
attention in reſpect to the memory of his ve- 


nerable grundfather, who was a worthy man, 


you have given him, and return 


He intended: — * him a genteel trade, but 
in the ſpring ſeaſon when all the family went 
to the woods to make their maple ſugar, he 


ſuddenly diſappeared; and it was not until 
ſeventeen months after, that his benefactor 
heard he had reached the village of Bald Eagle, 
where he ſtill dwelt. Let us ſay what we will 
of them, of their inferior organs, 9 
Sar A 


of bread, &c. they are as ſtout and well made 
as the Europeans. Without temples, without 
prieſts, without kings, and without laws, they 
are in many inſtances ſuperior to. us; and the 
proofs of what I advance, are that live 
without care, ſleep without inquietude, liſe 
as it comes, bearing all its aſperities with 
unparalleled patience, and die without any 
kind of apprehenſion for what they have 
done, or for what they expect 
hereafter. What ſyſtem = 
us ſo many neceſſary qualifications happi- 
neſs? T 1 — are much more 
cloſely connected with nature than we are; 
they are her immediate children, the inhabi- 
tants of the woods are her undefiled offspring: 
thoſe of the plains are her degenerate breed; 
far, very far removed from her primitive laws, 
from her original deſign. ' It is therefore res 
ſolved on. I will either die in the attempt or 
ſucceed; better periſh all together i one fatal 
ons than I SO N. 
not expect to enjoy in the vi Of =o 
- an uninterrupted Se. xdhn/ it — — 
let us live where we will; I am not founi 
my future ity on dreams. Plyce 
mankind where you: will, they muſt always 


have adverſe circumſtances to ſtruggle -with 


from nature, accidents, conſtitution; from ſeas 
— — 

ich iperpetua us to diſeaſes, to pd- 
verty; & 8 e bot b may = >= 
this new. ſituation, ſome accident from whenee 
may ſpring up new ſources of unexpected profs 
perity ? Who can be preſumptuous enough to 
predict all the ? ' Who can foreſee all the 


after 


A, 
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to meet with . - 
iloſophy can give ' 


t combination of miſchainces - 


evils, which ſtrew-the paths of our lives? -But 
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after all, I cannot but recolle& what ſacrifice 1 
am going to make, what amputation. I am 
going to ſuffer, what tranſition I am going to 
experience. Pardon my repetitions, my wild, 
my trifling reflections, they proceed. from the 
agitations af my mind, and the fulneſs of my 
heart; the action of thus retracing them ſeems 
to lighten the burthen, and to exhiletate my 
ſpirits; this is beſides the laſt letter you will 
receive from me; I would fain tell you all, 
though I hardly knew how. Oh! in the hours, 
in the moments of my greateſt anguiſh, could 
I.intuitively repreſent to you that variety of 
thought which erouds on my mind, you would 
Gave: reaſon to be ſurpriſed, and to doubt 
of u their + poſſibility: Shall we | ever: meet 
gain? If we ſhould, where will it be? On 

the wild ſhores of ——. If it be my doom 
to end my days there, I will greatly improve 
mate families, Who will chooſe to retire 
from the. fury of a ſtorm, the agitated billows 
hich will yet rar for many years on our 
extended ſhores. Perhaps I may repoſſeis m 
Foul „if it be not burnt down; but how will 
my improvements look ? why half defaced, bear- 
ing the ſtrong marks of abandomment, and: of 

tho] yavages of war. However, at pteſent 1 
— every thing dver for loſt; ill bid a long 
| 8 1 = re 
poſſeſa it, I ſhall receive it as git, as a re- 

ward for my conduct and rtidade Do not 


Imagine, however; that I am 5:ftoic — by- no 


means: I, muſt, on the contrary; confeſs to 
vou, that I. feel the keeneſt regret, at aban- 
doning an houſe which I have in ſonie-meaſure 
reated with my on hands. Lea, perhaps 1 


1 # 
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may. never revifit thoſe fields which I have 
cleared, thoſe trees which I have planted, thoſe _ 
meadows which, in my youth, were a hideous - 
wilderneſs, now converted by my induſtry into 
rich paſtures and pleaſant lawns. If in Europe 
it is praiſe-worthy to be attached to paternal 
inheritances, how much more natural, how 
much more powerful muſt the tie be with us, 
who, if I may be permitted the expreſſion, are 
the founders, the creators of our own farms! 
When I ſee my table ſarrounded with my 
blooming offspring, all united in the bonds of 
the ſtrongeſt affection, it kindles in my paternal 
heart a variety of tumultuous ſentiments, which' 
none but a father and a huſband in my ſitua- 
tion can feel and deſcribe.' Perhaps I may ſee 
my wife, my children, often diſtreſſed; invo- 
luntarily recalling to their minds the eaſe and 
abundance which they enjoyed under the paternal 
roof, Perhaps I may ſee them want that bread 
which I now leave behind; overtaken by diſ- 


| eaſes and penyry, rendered more bitter by the 
n 1 former days of opulence and 4 
plenty. Perhaps I may be aſſailed on every f 
fide by unforeſeen accidents, which I ſhall not 
be able to prevent or to alleviate, Can I con- ; 


template ſuch images without the moſt unutter- | 
able emotions? My fate is determined; but J. 
| 


I have not determined it, you may aſſure your- 
ſelf, without having undergone the moſt pain - 
ful conflicts of a variety of paſſions ;—intereſt, 
love of eaſe, diſappointed views, and pleaſing 
expectations fruſtrated ; — I ſhuddered- at the 1 
review ! Would to God I was maſter of the 0 
ſtoical tranquillity of that magnanimous ſect; 
oh, that I were poſſeſſed of thoſe ſublime leſſons 

which Apollonius of —— gave to the Em- 


peror 
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peror Antoninus! I could then with much more 
propriety guide the helm of my little bark, which 
is ſoon to be freighted with all that I poſſeſs moſt 
dear on earth, through this ſtormy paſſage to 
a ſafe harbour ; and when there, become to my 
fellow paſſengers, a ſurer guide, a brighter ex- 
ample, a pattern. more worthy of imitation, 
throughout all the new ſcenes. they muſt paſs, 
and the new career they muſt traverſe.” I have 
obſerved notwithſtanding, the means, hitherto 
made uſe of, to arm the principal nations 
againſt our frontiers: Yet they haye not, they 
will not take up the haichet . againſt a people 


Who have done them no harm. The paſſions 


neceſſary to urge theſe people to war, cannot 
be rouſed, they cannot feel the ſtings of ven- 
geance, the thirſt of which alone can impel 
them to ſhed blood: far ſuperior in their mo- 
tives of action to the Europeans, who for ſix- 
pence per day, may be engaged to ſhed that 
of any people on earth. They know nothing 
of the nature of our diſputes, they have no 
ideas of ſuch revolutions as this; a civil di- 
viſion of a village or tribe, are events which 
have never been recorded in their traditions: 
many of them know very well that they have 
too long been the dupes and the victims of both 
parties; fooliſhly arming for our ſakes, ſome- 


times againſt each other, ſometimes againſt our 


White enemies. They conſider us as born on 


the ſame land, and, though they have no reaſons 


to love us, yet they ſeem carefully to avoid en- 
tering into this quarrel, from whatever motives. 
Jam ſpeaking of thoſe nations with which [I 
am beſt acquainted, a few hundreds of the worſt 


kind mixed with whites, worſe than themſelves, 
are now hired by Great Britain, to perpetrate 


thoſe 


. 


g | 
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thoſe dreadful incurſions, In my youth I 
traded with the „under the conduct of my 
uncle, and always traded juſtly and equitably 
ſome of them remember it to this day. Hap» 
pily their village is far removed from the dan- 
gerous. neighbourhood of the whites ; I ſent a 
man, laſt ſpring to it, who underſtands the woods 
extremely well, and who ſpeaks their language; 
he is j f. returned, after ſeveral weeks abſence, 
and has brought me, as I had flattered myſelf, 
a ſtring of thirty purple wampum, as a token 
that their honeſt: chief will ſpare us half of *his 
wigwham until we have time to erect one. He 
has ſent me word. that they have land in plenty, 

of which they are not ſo covetous as 
whites ; that we may plant for ourſelves, and 
that in the mean time he will procure us ſome 
corn and ſome meat; that fiſh is plenty in the 
waters of ——, and that the village to which 
he had laid open my propoſals, have no objec- 
tion to our becoming dwellers with them. I 
have not yet communicated theſe glad tidings 
to my wife, nor do I know-how to do it; I 
tremble leſt ſhe ſhould refuſe to follow me; 
leſt the ſudden idea of this removal ruſhing on. - 
her mind, might be too powerful. I flatter 
myſelf I ſhall be able to accompliſh it, and to 
prevail on her; I fear nothing but the effects 
of her ſtrong attachment to her relations, I 
would willingly let you know how I purpoſe 
to remove my family to ſo great a diſtance, but 
it would become unintelligible to you, be- 
cauſe you are not acquainted with the geo- 
2 ſituation of this part of the country. 
uffice it for you to know, that with about 
twenty- three miles land carriage, I am enabled 
to perform the reſt by water; and when once 
N M 2 afloat, 


- 


the waters of 


*% 
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afloat, T care not whether it he two or three hun- 
dred miles. I propoſe to fend all our proviſions, 
furniture, and clothes to my wife's father, who 
approves of the ſcheme, and to reſerve nothing 
but a few neceſſary articles of covering; truſting 
to the furs of the chaſe, for our future apparel, 
Were we imprudently to incumber ourſelves too 
much with baggage, we ſhould never reach to 
—, which is the moſt danger- 
ous as wel] as the moſt difficult part of our 
12 and yet but a trifle in point of diſtance, 
intend to ſay to my negroes — In the name 
of God, be free, my honeſt lads, I thank you 
for yaur paſt ſervices; go, from henceforth, 
and work for yourſelves ; look on me as your 
old friend and fellow labourer; be ſober, 
frugal, and induſtrious, and — need not fear 
eearning a comfortable ſubſiſtence, — Leſt my 
countrymen ſhould think that I am gone to 
Join the incendiaries of our frontiers, I intend 
to write a letter to Mr—, to inform him of our 
retreat, and of the reaſons that have urged me 
to it. Fhe man whom I ſent to —— village, 
is to accompany us alſo, and a very uſeful 
companion he will be on every account. 
- Youmay therefore, by means of anticipation, 
behold me under the Wigwham ; I am ſo well 
acquainted with the principal manners of theſe 
ople, that_I entertain not the leaſt appre- 
; — from them. I rely more ſecurely on 
their ſtrong hoſpitality, than on the witneſſed 
compacts of many Europeans. As ſoon as poſ- 
ſible after my arrival, I deſign to build myſelf 
a wigwham, after the ſame manner and ſize with 
the reſt, in order to avoid being thought ſingu- 
lar, or giving occaſion for any railleries; though 
theſe people are ſeldom guilty of ſuch Euro- 
| pean 
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pean follies. I ſhall ere& it hard by the lands 
which they propoſe to allot me, and will en- 
deavour that my wife, my children, and my- 
ſelf may be adopted ſoon after our arrival. 
Thus becoming_truly inhabitants of their vil- 
lage, we ſhall. immediatly occupy that rank 
within the pale of their ſociety, which will afford” 
us all the amends we can poſſibly. expect for 
the loſs we have met with by the convulſions 
of our own.. Aceording. to their cuſtoms: we 
ſhall likewife receive names from them, b 

which we ſhall always be known, My younge 

childfen ſhall learn to ſwim, and td ſhoot with 
the bow, that they may acquire ſuch talents 
as will neceſſarily raiſe them into ſome degree 
of eſteem among the Indian lads of their own- 
age ; the reſt of us muſt hunt with the hunters. 
I have been for ſeveral years an expert markſ- 
man; but I dread leſt the imperceytible charm. 
of Indian education, may ſeiae my younger 
children, and give them ſuch: a propenſity to 
that mode of life, as may preclude their re- 
turning to the manners and cuſtoms of their 
parents. I have but one remedy to prevent 

this great evil; and that is, to employ them 
in the labour of the fields, as much as I can; 
I am even reſolved to make their daily ſubſiſt- 
ence depend altogether on it- As long as we 
keep ourſelves buſy in tilling the earth, there 


WO — — - — 


is no fear of any of us becoming wild; it is 


the chaſe and the food it procures, that have this 
ſtrange effect. Excuſe a ſimile—thoſe hogs 
which range in the woods, and to whom grain 
is given once a week, preſerve their former 
degree of tameneſs; but if, an the contrary, 
they are reduced to live on ground nuts, and 
en. what. they can get, they ſoon become _ 


ke Ls 
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and fierce. For my part, I can plough, ſow, 
and hunt, as occaſion may require; but my 
wife, deprived of wool, and flax, will have no 
room for induſtry ; what is ſhe then to do? 
like the other ſquaws, ſhe muſt cook for us 
the naſaump, the ninchicke, and ſuch other 
preparations of corn as gre cuſtomary among 
theſe people. She muſt learn to bake ſquat: 
and pumkins under the aſhes; to flice and 
fmoke the meat of our own — in order to 
preſerve it; ſne muſt chearfully adopt the man- 
ners and cuſtoms of her neighbours, in their 
dreſs, deportment, conduct, and interna œco- 
nomy, in all reſpects. Surely if we can have 
fortitude enough to quit all we have, to remove 
ſo far, and to aſſociate with people ſo different 
from us; theſe neceſſary eompliances are but 
| ſubordinate parts of the ſcheme. The change 
of garments, when thoſe they carry with them 
are worne out, will not be the leaſt of my wife's 
and daughter's concerns: though I am in hopes 
that ſelf-love will invent ſome ſort of repara- 
tion. Perhaps you would not believe that there 
are in the woods looking-glaſſes, and paint 
of every colour; and that the inhabitants take 
as much pains to adorn their faces and their 
bodies, to fix their bracelets of filver, and plait 
their hair, as our forefathers the Picts uſed to 
do in the time of the Romans. Not that ! 
would wiſh to fee either my wife or daughter 
- adopt thoſe ſavage cuſtoms; we can live in 
great peace and harmony with them without 
deſcending to every article; the interruption 
of trade hath, I hope, ſuſpended this mode of 
dreſs, My wife underſtands inoculation per- 
ſectly well, ſhe inoculated all our children one 
after another, and has ſucceſsfully W 1 
_ at 
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that operation on ſeveral ſcores of people, who, 
ſcattered here and there through our woods, 
were too far removed from all medical aſ- 


ſiſtance. 


If we can perſuade but. one family 


to ſubmit to it, and it ſucceeds, we ſhall then 


be as happy as our ſituation will admit of; it 
ree of conſideration, 
whoever is uſeful in a” y ſociety will always 
If we are ſo fortunate as to 
carry one family through a diſorder, which - 
is the plague among theſe people, I truſt to-the 


will raiſe her into ſome dag 


- be reſpected, 


force of example, we ſhall then become truly 
neceſſary, valued, and beloved: we indeed owe 


every 


kind oſuce to a ſociety of men who fo 
readily offer to admit us into their ſocial part- 
nerſhip, and to extend to my family 


the 


ſhelter of their village, the ſtrength of their 
adoption, and even the dignity of their names. 
God grant us a proſperous beginning, we may 
then hope to be of more ſervice to them than 
even miſſionaries who have been ſent to preach 


to them a Goſpel they cannot underſtand. 


As to religion, our mode of worſhip will 

not ſuffer much by this removal from a cul- 
tivated country, into the boſom of the woods 
for it cannot be much ſimpler than that which 
we have followed here theſe many years: and 
I will with as much care as I can, redouble 
my attention, and twice a week, retrace to 
them the great outlines of their duty to God 


and to man. 


thod I have purſued ever ſince I married. 


I will read and expound to them 
ſome part of the decalogue, which is the me- 


Half a dozen of acres on the ſhores of 


——, the ſoil of which I know well, 


will 


yield us a great abundance of all we want; 


T will make it a point to give the overplus to 


tuch 


7 


1 


0 


248 DISTRESSES OF 


fuch Indians as ſhall be moſt unfortunate in 
their huntings; I will perſuade them, if I can, 
totill a little more land than they do, and not to 
truſt ſo much to the produce of the chaſe. To 
encourage them ſtill farther, I will give a quirn 
to every fix families ; I have built many for 
our poor back ſeftlers, it being often the 
want of mills which prevents them from raiſ- 


ing grain. As I am a carpenter, I can build 


my own plough, and can be of great ſervice 
to _ of them; my example alone, may rouſe 
the induſtry of ſome, and ſerve to direct others 

in their labours. The difficulties of the lan- 
guage will ſoon be removed; in my evening 


_ ©. converſations, I will endeavour to make them 


regulate the trade of their village in ſuch a man- 
ner as that thoſe peſts of- the continent, thoſe 
Indian traders, may not come within a certain 
diſtance; and there they ſhall be obliged to 
tranſact their buſineſs before the old people. I 
am in hopes that the conſtant reſpect which is 
paid to the elders, and ſhame, may prevent the 
young hunters from infringing this regulation, 

he ſon of , Will ſoon be made acquainted 
with our ſchemes, and I truſt that the power of 


love, and the ſtrong attachment he profeſſes 
for my daughter, may bring him along with 


us: he will make an excellent hunter; young 
and vi-orous, he will equal in dexterity the 
ſtouteſt man in the village. Had it not been 
for this fortunate circumſtance, there would 
have been the greateſt danger; for however J 
reſpect the ſimple, the inoffenſive ſociety of theſe 
people in their villages, the ſtrongeſt prejudices 


would make me abhor any alliance with them 


in blood : diſagreeable no doubt, to nature's 


intentions which have ſtrongly divided us dy ſo 
| 81 many 
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many indelible characters. In the days of our 
ſickneſs, we ſhall have recourſe to their me- 
dical knowledge, which is well calculated for 
the ſimple diſeaſes to which they. are ſubject. 
Thus ſhall we metamorphoſe ourſelves, from 
neat, decent, opulent planters, ſurrounded with 
every conveniency which our external labour 
and internal induſtry could give, into a ftill 
ſimpler people diveſted of every thing beſide 
hope, food, and the raiment of the woods: 
abandoning the large framed houſe, to dwell 
under the wigwham; and the featherbed, to lie 
on the matt, or bear's ſkin. There ſhall we 
ſleep undiſturbed by fruitful dreams and ap- 
prehenſions; reſt and peace of mind wilt make us 
the moſt ample amends for what we ſhall leave 
behind. Theſe bleſſings cannot be purchaſed 
too dear; too long have we. been deprived of 
them. I would chearfully go even to the Miſſi- 
ſippi, to find that repoſe to which we have 
been ſo long ſtrangers. My heart ſometimes 
ſeems tired with beating, it wants reſt like my 
eye-lids, which feel oppreſſed with ſo many 
watchings. | | 
"Theſe are the component parts of my ſcheme, 
the ſucceſs of each of which appears feaſible ; 
from whence I flatter myſelf with the pro- 
bable ſucceſs of the whole. Still the danger 
of Indian education returns to my mind, and 
alarms me much; then again I contraſt it 
with the education of the times; both. ap- 
ear to be equally pregnant with evils. 
eaſon points out the neceſſity of chuſing 
the leaſt dangerous, which I muſt conſider 
as the only good within my reach ; I perſuade 
myſelf that induſtry and labour will be a 
ſovereign preſervative againſt the dangers 2 5 


3.4 * . X 
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the former; but I conſider, at the ſame time, 
that the ſhare of labour and induſtry which 
is intended to procure but a ſimple ſubſiſtence, 
with hardly any ſuperfluity, cannot have the 
ſame reſtrictive effects on our minds as when 
we tilled the earth on a more extenſive ſcale, 
The ſurplus could be then realized into ſolid 
wealth,, and at the ſame time that this realiza- 
tion rewarded our paſt labours, it engroſſed 
and fixed the attention, of the labourer, and 
cheriſhed in his mind the hope of future riches, 
In order to ſupply this great deficiency of in- 
duſtrious 'motives, and to hold out to them a 
real object to prevent the fatal conſequences of 
this ' ſort of apathy; I will keep an exact ac- 
count of all that ſhall be gathered, and give 
each of them a regular credit for the amount 
of it to be paid them in real property at the re- 
turn of peace. Thus, though ſeemingly _ 
for bare ſubſiſtence on a foreign land, they ſhal 
entertain the pleaſing proſpect of ſeeing the 
ſum of their labours one day realiſed either in 
legacies or gifts, equal if not ſuperior to it. 
The yearly expence of the clothes which they 
would have received at home, and of which 
they will then be deprived ; ſhall likewiſe be 
added to their credit; thus I flatter myſelf that 
_ they will more chearfully wear the blanket, the 
matchcoat and the Mockaſſins. Whatever ſuc- 
ceſs they may meet with in hunting or fiſhing, 
- ſhall only be conſidered as recreation and pal- 
time; I ſhall thereby prevent them from eſti- 
mating their ſki]] in the chaſe as an important 
and neceſſary accompliſhment. I mean to ſay 
to them. You ſhall hunt and fiſh merely to 
„ ſhew your new companions that you are not 
« inferior to them in point of ſagacity and 
| | | 6 dexte- 
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« dexterity.” Were I to ſend them to ſuch 
ſchools as the interior parts of our ſettlements 
afford at preſent, what can they learn there? 
How could 1 ſupport them there? What muſt 
become of me; am I to proceed on my voyage, 
and leave them? That I never could ſubmit 
to, Inſtead of the perpetual diſcordant noiſe of 
diſputes ſo common among us, inſtead of thoſe 
ſcolding ſcenes, frequent in every houſe, they 
will obſerve nothing but filence at home-and 
abroad: a ſingular appearance of peace and 
concord are the firſt characteriſties which ſtrike 
you in the villages of theſe people. Nothing 
can be more pleaſing, nothing ſurpriſes an Eu- 
ropean ſo much as the ſilence and harmony which 
prevails among them, and in each family ; ex- 
cept when diſturbed by that accurſed ſpirit given 
them by the wood rangers in exchange for their 
furs, if my children learn nothing of geome- 
trical rules, the uſe of the compa. or of the 
Latin tongue, they will learn and practiſe ſo- 
briety, for rum can, no longer be ſent to theſe 
people; they will learn that modeſty and diffi- 
dence, for which the young Indians are fo 
remarkable ; they will oalkder labour as the 
moſt eſſential qualification ; hunting as the 
| ſecond, They will prepare themſelves in the 
proſecution of our ſmall rural ſchemes, car- 


ried on for the benefit of our little community, 


to extend them further when each ſhall receive 
his inheritance. - Their tender minds will ceaſe 
to be agitated by perpetual alarms; to be made 
cowards by continual terrors : if they acquire 
in the village of ——, ſuch an aukwardneſs of 
deportment and appearance as would render 


them ridiculous in our gay capitals, they will 


imbibe, I hope, a confirmed taſte for that ſim- 
> plicity, 


— 
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plicity, which ſo well becomes the cultivators 
of the land. If I cannot teach them any of 
* thoſe profeflions which ſometimes embelliſh 
and ſupport our ſociety, I will ſhew them how 
to hew wood, how to conſtruct their own 
ploughs ; and with a few tools how to ſupply 
themſelves with every neceſſary implement, 
both in the houſe — in the field. If they 
are hereafter obliged to confeſs, that they be- 
long to no one particular church, I ſhall have 
the conſolation of teaching them that great, that 
primary worſhip which is the foundation of all 
others. If they do not fear God according to the 
ttenets of any one ſeminary; they ſhall learn 
to worſhip him upon the broad ſcale of nature. 
The Supreme Being does not reſide in peculiar 
churches or communities; he is equally the 
great Maniton of the woods and of the plains; 
and even in the gloom, the obſcurity of thoſe 
- 2 woods, his juſtice may be as well underſtood 
and felt as in the moſt ſumptuous temples. 
Each worſhip with us, hath, you know, its pe- 
culiar political tendency ; there it has none but 
to inſpire gratitude and truth: their tender 
minds ſhall receive no other idea of the Su- 
preme Being, than that of the father of all men, 
who requires. nothing more of -us than what 
tends to make each other happy. We ſhall ſay 
with them. Soungwanòha, eſa caurounkyawga, 
nughwonſhauza neattewek, nefalanga, — 
ather, be thy will done in tarth as it is in great 
heaven; © [+ 15454 n 
Perhaps my imagination gilds too ſtrongly 
this diſtant proſpect; yet it appears founded 
on ſo few, and ſimple principles, that there 
is not the ſame probability of adverſe inci- 
. dents as in more complex ſchemes. , Theſe 
| vague 


— * * * _—_ 
8 
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vague rambling contemplations which I here 
faithfully retrace, carry me ſometimes to. a 
great diſtance; I am loſt in the anticipa- | 
tion of the various circumſtances attending 
this propoſed - metamorphoſis! Many unfore= |} 

| 


ſeen accidents may doubtleſs ariſe. Alas! it 
is eaſier for me in all the glow of paternal anx- 
iety, reclined on my bed, to form the theory 
of my future conduct, than to reduce my 
ſchemes into practice. But when once ſecluded 
from the great ſociety to which we now belong, 
we ſhall unite cloſer together ; and there will 
leſs room for jealouſies or contentions. As. I 
intend my children neither for the law nor the 
church, but for the cultivation of the land; 1 
wiſh them no literary accompliſhments; I pray 
heaven that they may be one day nothing more 
than expert ſcholars in huſbandry : this is the 
ſcience which made our continent to flouriſh 
more rapidly than any other. Were they to 
grow up where I am now ſituated, even admit- 
ting that we were in ſafety; two of them are 
verging toward that period of their lives, when 
they muſt neceſſarily take up the muſket, and 
that new ſchool, all the vices which l 
g eommon in armies. Great God! cloſe | 
my eyes for ever, rather than I ſhould live to 
ſee this calamity! May they rather become 
inhabitants of the woods. | | 
Thus then in the village of ——, in the 
boſom of that peace it. has enjoyed ever fince | 
I have known it, connected with mild hoſpita® 
ble people, ſtrangers to our political diſputes, + | 
and having none among themſelyes; on. the _ 
ſhores of a fine river, ſurrounded with woods, | 
abounding with game ; our little ſociety united | 
in perfect harmony with the new adoptive one, 
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in which we ſhall be incorporated; ſhall ret 
I hope from all fatigues, from all apprehenſi- 
ons, from our preſent terrors, and from our 
long watchings. Not a word of politics, ſhall 
cloud our ſimple converſation; tired either 
with the chaſe or the labour of the field, we 
ſhall ſleep on our mats without any diſtreſſing 
want, having learnt to retrench every ſuper- 
fluous one: we ſhall have but two prayers to 
make to the Supreme Being, that he may ſhed 
his fertilizing dew on our little crops, and that 
he will be pleaſed to reſtore peace to our un- 
happy country. Theſe ſhall be the only ſub- 
ject of our nightly prayers, and of our daily 
jaculations: and if the labour, the induſtry, 
7 .frugality, the union of men, can be an 
agreeable offering to him, we ſhall not fail to 
receive his paternal bleſſings. There I ſhall 
contemplate nature in her moſt wild and ample 
extent; I ſhall carefully ſtudy a ſpecies of ſo- 
— * of which J have at preſent but very im- 
perfect ideas; I will endeavour to occupy + 
with propriety. that place which will enable 
me to enjoy the few and ſufficient benefits it 
confers. The ſolitary and unconnected mode 
of life I have lived in my youth muſt fit me for 
this trial, I am not the firſt who has attempted 
it; Europeans did not, it is true, carry to 
the wilderneſs numerous families ; they went 
there as mere ſpeculators; I, as a man ſeek- 
ing a refuge from the deſolation of war. They 
went there to ftudy the manners of the abori- 
gines; I to conform to them, whatever they 
are; ſome went as viſitors, as travellers; I as 
a ſojourner, as a fellow hunter and labourer, 
- © determined induſtriouſly to work up among 
them ſuch a ſyſtem of happineſs as may be 
adequate 
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adequate to my future ſituatio 


and may be 


a ſufficient compenſation for all g my fatigues 
and for the misfortunes I have borne: I haye 


always found it at home, I may hope likewiſe 
to fiud it under the humble roof. of my wig- 
wham. Ly : 


O] Supreme Being if among the immenſe . 


variety of planets, inhabited by thy creative 


power, thy paternal and omnipotent care deigms 1 


to extend to all the individuals they contain; 
if it be not beneath thy infinite dignity to caſt 
thy eyes on us wretched mortals ; if my future 
felicity is not contrary to the neceſſary effects 
of thoſe ſecret cauſes which thou haſt appoint- 
ed, receive the ſupplications of a man, to whom 
in thy kindneſs thou haſt given a wife and an 
offspring; View us all wit — ſanctify 
this ſtrong conflict of regrets, wiſhes, and other 
natural paſſions; guide our ſteps through the ſe 
unknown paths, and bleſs our future mode of 
life. If it is good and well meant, it muſt pro- 


ceed from thee; thou knoweſt, O Lord, our 


enterpriſe contains neither fraud, nor malice, 


nor revenge. Beſtow on me that energy of con- 


duct now become ſo neceſſary, that it may be 


in my power to carry the young family thou 


haſt given me through this great trial with ſafety 
and in thy peace. 5 
tions and ſuch rules of conduct as may be moſt 


acceptable to thee. Preſerve, O God, preſerve 


the companion of my boſom, the beſt gift thou 


haſt given me: endue her with courage and 


ſtrength ſufficient to accompliſh this perilous 
Journey. Bleſs the children of our love, thoſe 
portions of our hearts; I implore thy divine 
aſſiſtance, ſpeak to their tender minds, and in- 
ſpire them with the love of that virtue which 


alone 


aner 


nſpire me with ſuch inten- 
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alone can ſerve as the baſis of their conduct in 
this world, and of their happineſs with thee. 
- Reſtore peace and concord to our poor afflicted 
country; aſſuage the fierce ſtorm which has ſo 
long ravaged it. Permit, I beſeech thee, O 
Father of nature, that our ancient virtues, and 
our induſtry, may nat be totally loſt: and that 
2s & reward for the great toils we have made 
Don this new land; we may be reſtored to our 
ancient tranquillity, and enabled to fill it with 
ſucceſſive generations, that will conſtant] 
thank thee for the ample ſubſiſtence thou h 
given them. 25 | X 
TDhhe unreſerved manner in which I have 
ritten, muſt give you a convincing proof of 
that friendſhip and eſteem, of which I am ſure 
| / you never yet doubted. As members of the 
fame ſociety, as mutually bound by the ties of 
affection and old acquaintance, you certainly 
cannot avoid feeling for my diſtrefſes ; you 
cannot avoid mourning with me over that load 
- of phyſical and moral evil with which we are 
all oppreſſed. My own ſhare of it I often 
overlook when I minutely contemplate all that 
- bath befallen our native country, - 
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